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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
STATE OF THE SKILLED LaBour MARKET IN JULY. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also, with additions, for the ‘“ Labour Gazette.” It 
is based on 2,440 returns, viz. 1,717 from employers, 567 from 
trade unions, and 156 from other sources. 

The general state of employment during July continued steady 
and good, the percentage of unemployed being still lower than at 
any similar period since 1890. There has been a marked upward 
movement of wages during the month, particularly among coal 
miners and iron and steel workers. 

In the 123 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 500,169, 11,305, or 2.3 per cent., were reported as 
unemployed at the end of July, the same percentage as in June, 
compared with 2.6 per cent. in-the 117 unions, with a membership 
of 464,754, from which returns were received for July, 1898. 

Employment in various Industries—Ooal Mining.—The average 
number of days worked in this industry shows a falling-off as 
compared with June, owing in a great measure to local holidays. 
As compared with a year ago it shows no appreciable change. At 
collieries at which 386,781 workpeople were employed, the average 
time worked during the four weeks ended 22nd July was 5.18 
days per week, as compared with 5.34 days in June and 5.13 days 
per week in July, 1898. The above statements do not include 
pits in South Wales and Monmouthshire where a dispute was in 
progress in July, 1898. 

Iron Mining.—-Employment continues good on the whole, the 
number of days worked showing a slight falling-off when compared 
with a month ago, chiefly due to local holidays. As compared 
with a year ago there is practically no change. At mines 
employing 17,091 workpeople the average number of days worked 
per week during the four weeks ended 22nd July was 5.72, as 
compared with 5.86 days in June and 5.71 days a year ago. 
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Pig-iron Industry—Employment continues good in this in- 
dustry, and is much better than a year ago when the South 
‘Wales coal dispute was in progress. Returns relating to the 
works of 114 ironmasters show that they had 372 furnaces in 
blast at the end of July, or 3 less than at the end of June and 
29 more than at the end of July, 1898. The estimated number 
of workpeople employed was 24,830, or 45 less than at the end 
of June and 2,234 more than a year ago. 

Iron and Steel Manufacture—Employment has remained 
good during July, and continues considerably better than a 

ear ago. At the 219 works from which returns have been re- 
ceived, 80,068 workpeople were employed in the week ended 
29th July, 79,833 in the week ended 24th June, and 74,828 in 
the week ended 30th July, 1898, the average number of shifts 
worked in these three weeks being 5.53, 5.54, and 5.49 respec- 
tively. 

Tin-plate Trade—The improvement in employment con- 
tinues. It is much better than a year ago. The number of mills 
working at the end of July was 396, employing an ‘estimated 
number of 19,614 workpeople, compared with 391 mills at work 
employing 19,422 workpeople at the end of June, and 288 mills 
with 15,095 workpeople at the end of July, 1898. 

Employment in the Hngineering and Metal trades has re- 
mained good in most branches. The percentage of unemployed 
union members’ in this group of trades at the end of July was 
2.5, compared with 2.3 in June. The percentage for July, 1898, 
was 3.3. 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has continued brisk, 
and has still further improved, the percentage of unemployed 
union members at the end of July being 1.4, compared with 
1.7 in June, and 3.3 per cent. in July, 1898. 

‘Employment in the Bui/ding trades has continued good. The 
percentage of unemployed union members, among carpenters 
and plumbers, at the end of July was 1.1, compared with 1.5 in 
June, and 1.0 per cent. in July of last year. 

In the Furnishing trades employment is somewhat less brisk. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
July was 1.9, compared with 0.9 in June and 1.6 per cent. in 
July, 1898. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has 
remained steady. The percentage of unemployed union mem- 
bers at the end of July was 3.9, compared with 4.0 in June. 
The percentage for July, 1898, was 3.0. 

Employment in the Paper trade has remained fairly steady. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
July was 2.7, compared with 2.4 in June and 2.8 per cent. in 
July, 1898. 

In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed at the end 
of July was 6.7, compared with 8.6 in July of last year. 
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Employment in the Leather trades has remained fairly steady. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
July was 3.1, compared with 2.9 in June, and 4.8 per cent. in 
July, 1898. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade shows a further 
seasonal decline in the principal centres. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade 
——— off. In the ready-made branch it continues fairly 
good. 

Employment continues very good in the Spinning and Wevv- 
tng branches of the Cotton trade. Information respecting 
Cotton factories, employing about 77,000 women and girls, 
shows that 98 per cent. of those in Spinning mills and 92 per 
cent. of those in Weaving factories, were working in factories 
giving full employment during the month, compared with 96 
and 90 per cent. respectively in June, and with 90 and 72 per 
cent. a year ago. 

Employment in both the Woollen and Worsted trades con- 
tinues good. In the Hosiery trade also it remains good. 


Trade Disputes——Fifty-one fresh disputes occurred in July, 
1899, involving 10,022 workpeople. ‘The corresponding number 
of disputes in June was 59, involving 14,254 workpeople, and in 
July, 1898, 33, involving 8,753 workpeople. Of the 51 fresh 
disputes in July, 1899, 6 occurred in the building trades, 9 in 
mining and quarrying, 7 in the metal, engineering, and ship- 
building trades, 17 in the textile trades, 3 in clothing trades, 4 in 
transport trades, and 5 in other industries. Of the 63 new and 
old disputes, involving 14,378 workpeople, of which the termina- 
tion is reported, 18, involving 3,053 persons, were decided in 
favour of the workpeople; 19, involving 4,426 workpeople, in 
favour of the employers; 23, involving 6,394 persons, resulted in 
a compromise ; while in the case of the remaining 3 disputes, 
involving 505 workpeople, the points involved are still under 
consideration. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 320,400 workpeople were reported during July, all of 
whom received advances, the average amount of the advance being 
61d. per head per week. The increases were mainly in mining 
¢261,918), iron and steel manufacture (35,660), and textile trades 
(10,158). Changes affecting about 2,500 workpeople were pre- 
ceded by disputes causing stoppage of work. Changes affecting 
about 159,200 workpeople were arranged under sliding scales, 
and changes affecting 2,600 workpeople were brought about by 
conciliation and arbitration. The remaining changes affecting 
about 156,100 workpeople were arranged by direct negotiation 
between employers and workpeople, or were conceded voluntarily 
by the employers. 
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REGULATIONS FoR KertcH-YENICALE CHANNEL. 


The Board of Trade has received from the British Vice- 
Consul at Kertch a copy of the regulations for the Kertch- 
Yenicale Channel. 

A translation of the above may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, White- 
re Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 

p-m. 


MortGaGces on Russtan VESSELS IN ENGLAND.* 


A despatch, dated Sth July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
with reference to the question whether the laws of Russia pro- 
tect or recognise mortgages or debenture issue accepted in 
England on vessels owned by Russians and trading in Russian 
waters. The despatch states that an ordinance on this question 
was published in the “Journal de St. Petersbourg” of the 20th 
May/Ist June of this year. 

It is stated that the object of the above ordinance is to facili- 
tate the purchase of vessels by Russian subjects by means of 
part payment spread over a certain period of time, the creation 
of a Russian mercantile marine being thereby both encour- 
aged and hastened. 


Detcnu East Inpigs New Minna Law. 

A despatch, dated 5th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague transmitting 
copy and translation of a new mining law for the Dutch East 
Indies. 

A translation of the law may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A Proor HOUSE FOR FIREARMS IN Paris. 

A communication has been received at the Foreign Office from 
the French Ambassador in London forwarding particulars of the 
establishment of a proof house for firearms at Paris under the 
control of the Chamber of Commerce of that city. 


Mart SERVICE BETWEEN SIcILY AND MALra. 
Opening for British Cajital. 

The Foreign Office have received from H.M. Consul at Palermo 
copy of a memorandum on the subject of the mail service between 
Sicily and Malta. The memorandum states that the present 
contract for the mail service of the Government of Malta through 
Syracuse (Sicily) will terminate in 1901. Tenders will be received 


* Se abo Board cf Trace Journal ” for May last, p. 517. 
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by the Government of Malta up to October 30th of this year 
(1899). The holders of the present contract are the “ Adria” 
Steamship Company (Austro-Hungarian flag) of Fiume. The 
subsidy paid by the Government is 6,000/. for a daily service, 
Sundays excepted. The Steamship “Carola,” which now does 
the service, gets a rest once every three weeks, when she is 
replaced by another vessel belonging to the same Company. To 
run the service properly two boats should be put on the work. 
The “Adria” is free of consular fees and port dues. The 
“ Carola” is about 500 tons register, and has a speed of about ten 
knots. She leaves Malta about 5 a.m. and reaches Syracuse about 
1 p.m., leaving again at 4 p.m. and reaching Malta about midnight. 
The passage rates are :— 


Francs. Francs, 

Single Ist class ... 25 Return tickets, Ist ... 37°50 
3rd 8 « 


Freight and passages are payable in gold ; no food is allowed. 

The Consul suggests that the contract for this service should 
be profitable to an existing British Steamship Company with 
small vessels having good passenger accommodation. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEw Custom Howse IN Spain. 
According to a despatch received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Embassy in Madrid, a Custom House of the fourth class has 
zen established by Royal Order at the village of Capdepera 
{Balearic Islands). 


IMpoRTATION OF EayptiaN CoTTON INTO GREECE TO BE 
PROHIBITED. 

According to a telegram, dated 3rd August last, received at the 
Foreign Office from H. M. Minister at Athens, a Royal Decree was 
then about to be issued prohibiting absolutely the importation 
with Greece of cotton from Egypt. 


TENDERS FOR NORWEGIAN STATE RAILWAYS. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Norwegian State Railways Administra- 
tion, not later than the 23rd August, 1899, at 2.30 p.m., for the 
supply of 175 broad-gauge staunchion trucks. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR CorrER AND Brass TuBEsS IN Norway. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating that 
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tenders are invited by the Norwegian Naval Authorities not later 
than the 22nd August noon, for the supply of seamless copper and 
brass tubes. 

Such particulars as have been. received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. : 


TENDERS FoR PorTLaANnD CEMENT IN FRANCE. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at La Rochelle, stating that tenders 
are invited by the Administration of the Ponts and Chaussées 
of St. Nazaire for the supply of Portland cement. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


FOR Stock on Ratiways. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Agent and Consul at Sofia, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Bulgarian State Railways for the 
supply of a number of passenger cars and goods waggons, and 
of locomotives. 
_ Tenders for the cars and waggons will be opened on the 
ne August, those for the locomotives on the 30th August, 
1899. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FoR A STEAM Tramway 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, stating that the 
Government of the Dutch East Indies intend to issue a con- 
tract for the laying and exploitation of a steam tramway on 
the Island of Lombak. 

Further particulars can be obtained on application at the 
Department for the Colonies at Amsterdam. 


YELLOW FEVER IN VERA CRUz. 

With reference to a notice on p. 88 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for July last relative to the epidemic of yellow fever in 
Vera Cruz, a further despatch has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul in that city, stating that the number of 
deaths registered in June last was 203, as compared with 155 in 
May. If to these be added the number of persons who fled from 
Vera Cruz in May and June and died of yellow fever in Jalapa, 
‘Orizaba, Cordova, and adjacent -villages; the total number of 
deaths would be 239 for June, and 173 for May. 
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At the time of the Consul’s despatch there were no returns from 
Mexico City and Puebla, but it is said there were 16 deaths from 
yellow fever in Cerro Colorado, a village on the Interoceanic 
Railway at an altitude of some 500 feet. 

Shipping in the bay has been nearly free from yellow fever. 
The only cases recorded are those of the master of an English 
vessel, who probably caught the fever on shore, was left behind 
when the vessel cleared, and died ; and seven cases from a Spanish 
sailing vessel alongside the wharf, which were treated on shore, 
one case proving fatal. This vessel was subsequently fumigated 
and placed in quarantine, and no further case has occurred on 
board. The returns show an increase of the disease in June, 
though apparently of a less malignant kind ; yet the total mortality 
from all causes increased. 

There are many cases amongst the lower’ classes that:do not 
come to the knowledge of the doctors and are not reported until 
after death, when the cause may or may not be correctly stated: 

During the first half of the month of July there appears a 
decided decrease in- the returns of yellow fever cases and the 
mortality from all causes, though the percentage of mortality in 
yellow fever has somewhat increased. 

Owing to the exodus from Vera Cruz on-account of the yellow 
fever there is a scarcity of labour and of domestic servants, and 
public works have suffered. 

British subjects contracting in England and emigrants to the 
Mexican coast should be warned of the risks: they may incur. 
For this object, not only the returns of yellow fever should be 
considered, but the total mortality, as there are other fevers 
endemic to Vera Cruz, and the returns of any special disease are 
not always to be relied on. The United States Government has 
taken measures to ascertain the true state of the case, and to 
guard against the importation of the disease into her ports and 
over the frontier by placing quarantine doctors in Vera Cruz, 
Mexico City, and at other points, and no one is allowed to enter 
the United States within ten days after leaving this coast. 

To avoid detention on the frontier, passengers from infected 
localities may have their baggage disinfected in Mexico City, San 
Luis Potosi, or Monterey by the United States Marine Hospital 
Service Officer and obtain from him a certificate of the time lapsed 
since leaving the infected locality. 

A Dr. Baker of New York is in Vera Cruz, with the object of 
experimenting by inoculation. So far four patients have been 
inoculated, one of whom has since died. The serum employed is 
prepared by Dr. Doty, the New York quarantine doctor. 


Letters or Request 1n Crvit anp Commerctat Cases 
IN Brazit. 
The Foreign Office have received a despatch, dated 27th 
June last, from H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro, enclosing 
translation of a circular from the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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with reference to letters of request in civil and commercial 
cases, as follows :— 

“Civil and commercial letters of request received from 
Foreign Courts through diplomatic channels are only executed 
after the interested parties or their agents have paid the 
stamp due on the ‘exequatur,’ and they should apply for them 
for this purpose at the Department of State for Justice and 
Interior when addressed to the courts of the federal capital 
and in the proper sectional (legal) district, whither they are 
immediately forwarded when their execution is sought in the 
States.” 


CommerciaL ConvENTION BETWEEN URUGUAY AND THE 
Unitrep Kinepom. 

A telegram has been received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Minister at Monte Video, reporting that a Convention 
between Uruguay and the United Kingdom was signed on 15th 
July last, continuing for three years the operation of the 
Anglo-Uruguayan Commercial Treaty of 1885. 


Awarps For GALLANTRY. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, a binocular glass for Mr. Samuel Fowler, master, and 
Mr. William G. Clegg, third mate, of thé s.s. “ Drumgarth,” 
of Liverpool, which have been awarded to them by the Presi- 
dent of the United States in recognition of their services to 
the shipwrecked crew of the American schooner “Carrie S. 
Hart,” which was wrecked at sea on the 17th February last. 

The Board of Trade have also received through the Consul- 
General for Sweden and Norway, a binocular glass for Mr. A. 
F. Bingham, master, a silver medal of the second class for Mr. 
S. J. Coleman, mate, and silver medals of the third class for 
A. Hansen, J. Norman, J. Osborne, C. Bastion, W. Arnold, 
and C. Gunn,- seamen, of the s.s. “ Marengo,” of Hull, which 
have been awarded to them by the Norwegian Government in 
recognition of their services to the shipwrecked crew of the 
Norwegian ship “ America” of Christiania. 

The Board have further received, through the Colonial 
Office, a binocular glass for Mr. John G. Kish, master, a gold 
watch for Mr. Jas. H. Holman, first officer, a gold watch for 
Mr. Ernest Goodwin, second officer, and a silver watch for 
Mr. Peter Petersen, boatswain, of the s.s. “Simonside,” of 
Sunderland, which have been awarded to them by the Canadian 
Government in recognition of their services to the shipwrecked 
crew of the schooner “ Nevada,” of Sunderland. The Canadian 
Government have also awarded a sum of 2/. each to Andrew 
Anderson and A. Fornezza, seamen of the “Simonside,” for 
their services on the occasion. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a silver medal for gallan- 
try in saving life at sea to Arthur Swanger, seaman, of the 
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s.s. “Oroya,” of Liverpool, in recognition of his services in 
attempting to rescue W. Inglis, A.B., of that vessel, who fell 
overboard in the Red Sea on the 29th April last. 


Imports oF Pic-Iron anp Unwrovucut STEEL INTO THE 
Unitrep Kinepom From THE UniTep States. 
According to returns received by the Board of Trade from 
the Commissioners of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United King- 
dom from the United States of America during the months of 
January-July, 1899, was as follows 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity. Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1899. Tons. £ Tons. 


£ 
January 14,621 | 84,886 | 12,084 | 53,227 
February :13,528 | 31,708 5,206 | 24,899 
5,992 | 31,043 
April ... 6,969 | «17,865 | 10,060 | 44,380 
2.471 | 13,816 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1898) 76,356 180,614 29,374 | 158,689 


Twelve months ended Dec, 31st, 1897| 91,196 209,275 25,927 128,892 


TraDE Returns or THE Unitep Kinepom. 

The “ Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom” for the month of July, 1899, and 
the seven months ended 31st July, 1899, a further reference to 
which will be found on pp. 239-240 of the present issue of the 
“Board of Trade Journal,” have now been published. These 
Accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each month, may 
be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 83d.) per 
copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W., or Messrs. John 
Menzies & Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West 
Nile Street, Glasgow, or Messrs Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Ltd., 
104, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions,” for the year 1898 is now 
available. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British possession, 
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and British Protectorate, during each of the years 1894 to 1898 
inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, tran- 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The Annual State- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of 8s. 1}d. at any of the 
addresses specified above. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 
‘India Office-—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 


to supply :— 
1. Rails and fishplates. 8.. Spikes for rails and coach screws. 
2. Fishbolts. 4. Wrought-iron bearing plates for rails. 


The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to the 
Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W.,and tenders 
are to be delivered at that office by 2 o'clock, p.m., on Tuesday, 
22nd August, 1899, after which time no tender will be received. 


I1.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 

The trade returns for the month of July last show an increase 
as compared with the corresponding month of 1898 in the value 
of imports from foreign countries and British possessions, and in 
the exports both of British and Irish produce and manufactures 
and of foreign and colonial merchandise. The imports for July, 
1899, were valued at 39,935,372/., showing an increase of 
4,032,333/., or 11.2 per cent., and the exports amounted in value 
to 28, 637, 4461, as against 25, 332,8791. in July, 1898, of which 
British and Irish produce and manufactures alone were valued at 
23,195,958/. in July, 1899, and 20,089,878. in July, 1898, an 
increase of 3,106,080/. or 15.4 per cent. This includes, however, 
new ships (not registered as British) to the value of 545,5801. 
which were not included previous to 1899. Deducting this new 
item the increase per cent. would be 12.7. The value of foreign 
and colonial merchandise exported in July, 1899, shows an 
increase of 198,487/. or 3.7 per cent. 

Imports. —The following table shows the value of the imports 
for July, 1899, as compared with July, 1898, according to the 
different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended July 31. 
—- Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. | 1899. 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... .. 16, 499,117 |18,309,666-| 1,810,549 _ 
Metals | 1,847,311 | 2,470,926 | 623,615 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances ... 418,269 | 438,029 19,760 
Oils__ ., 657,845 |* 852,169.| . 194,324 
Ww materials for manufactures . | 8,797,853 | 9,297,585 499,732 _- 
ufactured and miscellaneous! 
articles 7,682,644 | 8,566,997 884,353 
... 85,908,089 39,935,372 | 4,032,333 


* See also pp. 239-240. 
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In the imports of food, drink, and tobacco there was an increase 
in both the quantities and values of wheat meal and flour, peas, 
beans, and Indian corn; but the imports of wheat, barley, oats, 
oatmeal, Indian corn meal, and all other kinds of corn and meal 
decreased. Baron beef, salted and fresh, hams, mutton, cheese, 
and butter have all increased. Meat, preserved otherwise than by 
salting, shows an increase in quantity of 6,019 cwts, and a 
_ decrease in value of 9,8131. for July, 1899, as compared with July, 
1898. Sugar refined and candy shows an increase, but sugar 
unrefined a slight falling off. ‘Tea has increased 9,017,059|bs. 
and 284,006. in value, but cocoa, coffee, and wine have decreased, 
the latter to the extent of 95,6391. 

The increase in the imports of metals is chiefly made up of 
larger importations of tin, iron ore, and copper, the only two 
articles showing a decrease in July, 1899, as compared with July, 
1898, being pig and puddled iron and zinc. Petroleum has 
increased 184,1641., and cotton, raw, 69,3121., but flax, hemp, and 
goat's wool—-mohair have decreased— mohair as much as 94,0401. 
In regard to raw materials for sundry industries and manufactures 
caoutchouc has decreased 73,045/., but wood, sawn or split, planed 
or dressed, has increased 387,713/. It is noticeable that the 
imports of machinery in July, 1899, increased in value 71,395/. as 
compared with July, 1898. 


Exports.—The following table shows the value of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures exported during the month ended 


31st July, 1899, as compared with a like period of 1898, and the 
increase or decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended July 31. | 
eee Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
£ £ £ £ 
Animals, living . 71,466 76,219 4,753 — 
A1ticles of food and drink ...___...| 1,080,871 | 1,098,719 17,848 
Raw materials... «| 1,745,848 | 2,383,852 638,004 ms 


Articles manufactured and partly | 
manufactured, viz. :— - 
Yarns and textile fabrics ...| 8,337,859 | 9,072,301 734,442 | — 
Metals and articles manufac- | 
tured therefrom (except ma- | 
chinery and ships) ... .».| 2,749,593 | 3,588,948 | 834,355 | — 
Machinery and millwork «| 1,653,024 | 1,804,574 151,550 | — 
Ships, new (not registered as Not ik —e 
British) 546,580 | 645,500| — 
Miscellaneous ... 4,451,217 | 4,630,765 179,548 


| 


Total £/20,089,878 |23,195,958* 3,106,080*| 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British) not recorded 
prior to 1899. 


The exports of coal, coke, and fuel have increased 616,395/. in 
value. Cotton piece goods show an increase of 349,448/., and 
other cotton manufactures of 105,7391. Large shipments of piece 
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“se have been sent to Egypt, the East, i.e., British and Dutch 
ast Indies (except Straits Settlements), China, and Japan. The 
‘value of the exports of these goods to the Philippine Islands, which 
was 19,9071. in July, 1897, and fell to 546/, in July, 1898, rose 
to 22,265]. in July, 1899. On the other hand, exports of cotton 
piece goods to Canada and Australasia show a slight falling off. 
The exports of metals show an increase in value of 834,3551., of 
which 676,28641. shows the increase in the shipments of iron un- 
wrought and wrought. The exports of all kinds of machinery 
- have also increased. 

In the seven months ended 31st July, 1899, the imports into the 

United Kingdom from foreign countries and British possessions 
were valued at 276,639,1071., as compared with 271,881,490/. for 
a similar period of 1898, showing an increase of 4,757,6171., and 
the exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures 
amounted in value to 149,717,852I. (including the value of ships, 
new, not registered as British, not recorded prior to 1899), as 
‘ compared with 132,598,0571. for the first seven months of 1898, 
showing an increase of 17,119,795/. The exports of foreign and 
colonial merchandise for similar periods of 1899 and 1898 
amounted in value to 38,948,805/. and 37,216,563/. respectively. 

Tonnage of Vessels Entered and Cleared, with Cargoes.—The 

tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during July, 1899, 
with cargoes, amounted to 3,449,317 tons, and the tonnage cleared 
in the foreign trade to 3,789,646 tons, as compared with 3,039,054 
tons entered and 3,328,043 tons cleared in July, 1898. As regards 
the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during July, 1899, with 
cargoes, was 2,679,728 tons and the tonnage cleared 2,659,363 
tons, as against 2,601,666 tons and 2,559,111 tons respectively in 
July, 1898. 
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III—RUSSIAN SEA-CARRYING TRADE, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, a despatch from H.M. Consul-Genefal at Odessa, for- 
warding a translation of a decision of the Russian Council of 
State, confirmed by His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of All 
the Russias, on the 29th May (10th June) 1897, which reserves 
to the national flag the exclusive right of carrying on the trade 
between Russian ports wherever situated. The following is the 
translation referred to :— 

I—In modification and amplification of the law hereunto 
appertaining it is decreed that :— ; 

(1) The sea-carrying trade—.e., the transport of merchandise 
or passengers between Russian ports, situated on one and the 
same sea, as well as on different seas, shall be reserved for the 
exclusive benefit of Russian subjects and vessels sailing under 
the Russian flag (paragraphs 138 and 190 Commercial Code, 
vol. xi., part 2, edition of 1893). 

(2) The transport of salt from ports on the Sea of Azoff and 
Black Sea, and ports on the Baltic Sea, is permitted, until 
special orders, to vessels under foreign flags. 

II.—The decision referred to in paragraph I., section 1, in 
so far as it refers to sea-carrying trade between Russian ports’ 
situated on different seas, shall be carried into effect on Ist 
(13th) January, 1900. 

III.—Observation 2 to paragraph 184 of the Commercial 
Code (vol. xi., part 2, edition of 1893), to remain in force until 
the expiration of the term stipulated therein.* 

IV.—Observation to paragraph 190 of the same code to be 
abrogated from Ist (13th) January, 1900. 

The following are the paragraphs of the Commercial Code 
referred to in the foregoing Ukaz:— 


138. The right of hoisting the Russian flag belonging exclusively to Russian 
subjects is extended—(1) to Russian joint stock companies, the administration 
and chief offices of which are within the confines of the Empire; (2) to 
commercial firms legally constituted, if one of the principal managers 
empowered to sign is a Russian subject ; and (3) to persons who have built or 
bought a ship conjointly, if the principal partner be a Russian subject. 

Observation 2 to paragraph 184.—The Governor-General of the Pri-Amur is 
empowered, as an experiment, for a period of ten years from May 17th, 1888, 
to sanction, as circumstances may require, foreign coasting trade (cabotage) in 
the Pri-Amur region, and to levy special dues thereon. 

190. Russian vessels may have foreign sailors not exceeding the proportion 
of one quarter (of the crew), except in cases in which the number of foreign 
seamen is fixed by special commercial regulations or treaties. Masters must 
always be Russians, 

Observation to paragraph 190,—As an exception to the general provisions 
of this paragraph, Russian vessels were, in 1868, permitted, until further 
orders, to have masters and mates, as well as seamen. without limit to number, 
of foreign nationality, At the same time, it was decided, for providing funds 
for training seamen in Russia, to establish, for the benefit of nautical schools, 
a Government tax on all owners of vessels manned by foreign seamen exceed- 
ing three-quarters of the entire crew, of 25 roubles per annum for every 
seaman in exces3 of that limit. These sums to be paid into Custom House, 
or, in the absence of a Custom House, to a Post Office, prior to the dsparture 
of the vessel, on delivery of the ship’s articl s to the master. 


* It will be seen that the period referred to in this particular authorisation has 
now expired, 
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IV.—THE TRADE AND INDUSTRIES OF THE BRITISH 
WEST INDIES. 

’ The following tables show the value of the imports into and 
exports from the British West Indian Islands for the years 
1895-97, so far as can be ascertained from the official returns. 
The figures for 1898 are not yet available :— 


Imports (exclusive of bullion and specie). 


os 1895. 1896. 1897. 
British West Indies : £ £ £ 
Bahamas 168,000 | 124,000 183,000 
Turks Islands ... 26,000 29,000 32,000 
Jamaica . one, | | 1,823,000f | 1,645,000 
Leeward Islands* ‘416, 000 | 415,000 326,000 
St. Lucia f 152,000 | 190,000 235,000 
St. Vincent Windward | 65 000t 71,000} 71,000 
Barbades kaw Islands 956,000 | 1,040,009 997,000 
Grenada .. | 176,000 | 154,000 164,000 
Trinidad and Tobago awe | 2,027,000 | 2,202,000 2,004,000 
| 
Total : British West Indies «. | 6,258,090 | 6,113,000 5,657,000 


Exports (exclusive of bullion and specie). 


1895. 1896. 1897. 
British and West Indies : £ £ £ 
Bahamas... 124,000 139,000 149,000 
Turks Islands ... ane ae nes 22,000 31,000 43,000 
Jamaica .. 1,787,000+ | 1,400,000 | 1,398,000 
Leeward Islands* Soe 287,000 329,00) 327,000 
St. Lucia 137,000 91,000" 146,0004 
St. Vincent .. Windward i 69,000 67,000 69,000 
Barbados ise Islands 586,000 755,000 732,000 
“Grenada 174,000 183,000 153,000 
‘ Trinidad and Tobago of sh «ss | 1,802,000 1,906,000 1,828,000 
Total : British West Indies ae 4,988,000 4,901,000 4,845,009 


* Virgin Islands, St. Kitts, Nevis, Montserrat, Barbuda, Antigua, Dominica, &c 
+ Twelve months ended 3lst March of the year follcwing that stated ‘above. 
t Including bullion and specie, value not stated. 
§ Exclusive of exports of bunker coal. 


Sugar in the British West Indies. 


The staple product of nearly all the British West Indian 
Islands is sugar, and the following particulars relating to the 
‘chief islands are taken from reports to the Colonial Office in 
each case for the year 1897, this being the latest year for 
which figures are available :— 

Jamaica.—The exports of sugar from Jamaica in 1897 were 
284,375 ewts., valued at 120, opal... as against 341,468 cwts., 
valued at 148, in 1896. 
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Barbados.—The exports of the produce of the colony in 1897 
were 56,397 tons of muscovado sugar and 2,203 tons of dry 
sugar, as against 45,789 tons of muscovado and 3,610 tons of 
dry in 1896, showing an increase in the actual weight of mus- 
covado sugar exported in 1897 over 1896 of 10,608 tons, and a 
decrease in the amount of dry sugar exported of 1,407 tons. 
Thus, in the aggregate, a much greater quantity (over 9,000 
tons) of sugar was exported in 1897 than in 1896. 

The total amount of molasses exported in 1897 was 37,432 
puncheons, of a value of 86,094/., as compared with an exporta- 
tion in 1896 of 36,607 puncheons of a value of 122,023/., show- 
ing an increase in number of puncheons exported of 825, but a 
decrease in value of 35,9297. It thus happens that the price of 
molasses having steadily fallen, as has also that of sugar, the 
total value of exported Colonial produce shows a heavy falling- 
off of 21,9737. despite this largely-increased production. 

Leeward Islands—The exports of sugar from the Leeward 
Islands amounted to 28,555 tons of a value of 236,209/. in 1897, 
as compared with 32,498 tons of a value of 228,612/. in 1896. 

St. Lucia—The quantity and value of the exports of sugar 
(molasses, muscovado, and usine) from St. Lucia in 1896 and 
1897 are shown in the following table :— 


1896, | 1897. 
Articles. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

Gals. £ | Gals. £ 
Molasses = ane 105,000 1,444 || 135,120 1,858 

Ibs. Ths, 
Sugar Muscovado | 1,005,608 5,860 1,025,360 8,950 
Sugar Usine ... ... | 6,843,920 56,096 | 7,617,332 53,498 


St. Vincent.—The exports of sugar rose in value from 21,512/. 
in 1896 to 25,5917. in 1897, and sugar and its products repre- 
sented nearly 43 per cent. of the total exports of the colony. 

Trinidad and Tobago.—The following table shows the quan- 
tity and value of the export of sugar from Trinidad and Tobago 
in the years 1895, 1896, and 1897 :— 


Sugar. 
Years. 
Quantity. Value. 
Ibs. £ 
1895 122,353,755 | 596,415 
1896 120,562,942 700,347 
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Secondary Products of the British West Indies. 


_ Bahamas.—In spite of periodical alarms concerning the 
alleged exhaustion of the sponge beds, the sponge fishery of the 
Bahamas continues to be a flourishing industry. Prices in 
1897 ruled high, and the various kinds exported, weighing 
1,228,000 Ibs., were valued locally at 90,000/. During nine 
months in the year the sponge fishery provides employment for 
large numbers of men and boys, and over 500 small schooners 
are engaged in it. The use of dredges or diving apparatus is 
forbidden by law, and the fishery is consequently restricted to 
those shallow banks where the sponges, growing on the bottom, 
can be reached by a long pole furnished with an iron hook. It 
is probable that at greater depths the yield would be much 
richer and the sponges of finer texture. 


The shipment of sisal or Bahamas hemp during 1897 
amounted to little more than 402 tons. Very low prices ruled 
in the American and English markets, and the industry 
was in danger of a complete collapse. Two of the most impor- 
tant enterprises, wherein large capital had been invested, 
came to a termination, and others showed signs of a speedy 
dissolution. Towards the close of the year, however, the price 
of sisal fibre advanced very considerably, and the improvement 
has since been maintained. A fresh impetus has been given to 
the industry, and there is every reason to believe that while the 
sanguine anticipations made at the commencement wilh 
have to be considerably modified, the colony will ultimately 
benefit largely from the cultivation and manufacture of sisal. 

The shipments of fruit in 1897 were more valuable than 
those of many previous years. In addition to two and a half 
millions of oranges which were exported in 1897, the colony 
also sent to the markets of New York over six hundred thousand 

pe-fruit. This fruit, sometimes known as the Pomela, or 
“forbidden fruit,” has suddenly sprung into much popularity in 
the United States. It is a variety of the citrus family, some- 
what larger than an orange. Its bitter-sweet flavour is very 
refreshing, and the juice is considered to have a remarkably 
good effect on the digestive organs. A few years ago grape-fruit 
was almost unsaleable, while it now fetches from 6d. to ls. 6d. 
apiece in the New York markets. Considerable groves of grape- 
fruit trees are now being established in Florida and Jamaica, 
as well as in the Bahamas, and the output will shortly be con- 
“siderable. Owing, however, to the increased frequency of 
severe frosts in Florida, the British sub-tropical colonies ought 
to have the advantage over their American competitors, and 
prospects are therefore encouraging. 

After sponge, the most important production of the Bahamas 
are pine-apples, of which nearly five millions were shipped 
to the United States in 1897. They are chiefly grown 
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on the islands of Eleuthera, San Salvador, and Long Island, 
but nearly every island of considerable size possesses soil which 
is suited to the cultivation of pine-apples. The species pro- 
duced is known as the “scarlet” or red Spanish, and is of 
inferior quality. It is, however, a good traveller, and four- 
fifths of the output of the Bahamas go to the canning factories 
of Baltimore. The methods of cultivation are extremely 
primitive. As many as twenty thousand plants are crammed 
into an acre of more or less rocky ground, and it is only during 
the last three or four years that chemical fertilisers have been 
used on these fields. 

The salt industry cannot be said to be flourishing. The out- 
put during the last seven years has decreased by one-half, and 
in 1897 amounted to barely 100,000 bushels. The heavy pro- 
tective duty imposed by the United States tariff has almost 
proved a death-blow to the trade, and the only markets now 
open to Bahamas salt are those of Canada and Jamaica. 

The shallow seas around the Bahama Islands abound with 
turtles; and turtle shell valued locally at 5,600/., was ex- 
ported in 1897 from the colony. The creatures are generally 
caught in nets, and any specimen of fair size produces shell to 
the value of or 

The output of various kinds of valuable woods has of late 
years considerably decreased. During 1897 the quantities of 
lignum vite, mahogany, satin wood, braziletto, and logwood 
barely amounted to 100/. The denudation of the forests near 
the sea-board, and the difficulties of transport from the interior 
of the islands, are probably the cause of this reduction in 
exports. 

Cotton, which was formerly the staple product of these 
islands, has practically ceased to_be a production of this colony. 
Several efforts have been made to re-establish the cultivation, 
but all experiments have failed owing to the presence of an 
insect pest, which apparently cannot be eradicated. 

Turks and Caicos Islands.—The revival of the ground fishery 
salt trade with British North America appears to be main- 
tained, 381,000 bushels going out in this form during the year 
1897. The value of sisal hemp exported was 2,539/., or more 
than double the figure of the previous year, and extraction and 
export are steadily continuing. The outlook for plantations 
where the growth has been successful is rather more encourag- 
ing than it has been for some time. 

The value of the sponge export from the Caicos bank for the 
year mounted up to between 4,000/. and 5,000/., or nearly five 
times the sum of the previous year’s taking. Nearly the whole 
of this is taken by Bahamas sponging craft, and carried to 
Nassau for sale, the business being one that the Caiconian 
fishermen are too idle to work at with any steadiness, and the 
local merchant, moreover, for some not very clear reason, is shy 
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of meddling with. Thus the dependency really reaps but a 
slight proportion of the benefit that should accrue from this 
source of wealth. 

A very small minor industry—the collection and export of 
palmetto straw, which gives employment to women and -chil- 
dren in some of the Caicos Islands—has come into evidence 
again, owing principally to the recent troubles in Cuba, which 
have, it is said, caused the supply ordinarily obtainable from 
there to fail. 

Jamaica.—tIn 1897-98 there were 23,405 acres of land under 
bananas, 1,527 acres under cocoa, 11,293 acres under cocoanuts, 
22,901 acres under coffee, 98 acres under ginger, and 77,271 
acres under other food products. 

There is a falling-off in logwood, pimento, oranges, and 
cocoanuts which represent a diminished yield from trees on 
which very little labour is expended, except that of reaping, as 
the logwood, pimento, and oranges grow without having been 
planted, and the cocoanuts, after having been once brought 
into bearing by cultivation, require no further expenditure. 
The diminished yield does not mean any failure of the source 
from which these products are derived. Low prices have re- 
sulted in logwood not having been hewn, but allowed to remain 
for further maturity pending better prices. Recently the 
growth of oranges has been commenced as a cultivated crop, 
but the groves planned out have not yet come into bearing. 
Substantial: increases occurred in the production of coffee, 
bananas, cocoa, and ginger, and the only drawback has been 
the low prices of coffee. 

St. Lucia ——The cocoa crop for 1897 was a small one, owing 
to the heavy rainfall and wind experienced during the flower- 
ing period of May and June. The cultivation is slowly in- 
creasing, and it is hoped that the excellent results obtained 
by the few planters who apply intelligent methods to the 
treatment of their crop may, together with the sound advice 
tendered by the curator of the botanic station, when on his 
lecturing tours, induce the petty proprietors to improve on the 
primitive system to which they obstinately cling. 

Liberian coffee is proving to be well adapted to the soil and 
climate of St. Lucia, and its culture is being extended. The 
demand for seeds and plants is increasing, and improved 
machinery for curing the crop is being imported. 

The cultivation of kola is being slowly extended, and ship- 
ments have been already made to the London market. 

The cultivation of ginger is at present being tried by one or 
two planters only, but a shipment which was made in the 
month of June, 1897, realised 70s. per hundredweight, and the 
profitable nature of the undertaking is being brought to the 
knowledge of the people. 

St. Vincent.—Although the planting of cocoa has not been 


| 


Aug. 1899] TRADE, ETC., OF THE BRITISH WEST INDIES. 147 


going on by leaps and bounds, there has been a steady 
increase in the number of the trees planted year by 
year for some years past, both on the large estates 
and in such small holdings as there are. The reports 
from the curator, which have been submitted from time 
to time, give many encouraging examples of the success of 
these plantations. Tobacco has been cultivated with success, on 
a small scale, in several places, and in the botanical garden a 
considerable experiment was made. The “mole cricket” was 
the greatest enemy the curator had to deal with, but a large 
number of plants were reaped and cured, and the whole crop 
found a ready local market. The cultivation of coffee is also 
gradually increasing. An attempt has been made to restrict 
the output of arrowroot, but it was a small one, and on 
the first symptom of a rise in price everyone rushed to take 
advantage of it. Whether arrowroot will be a remunerative 
crop or not seems to be entirely in the hands of the St. Vincent 
growers, and it only requires, it is said, a little agreement 
between them to eftect it. The production of Cassava starch 
continues to be remunerative to the small growers who nroduce 
it, and there is considerable demand for it in the neighbouring 
colonies. 


Barbados.—In dealing with the colony of Barbados, the 
Royal Commissioners, in their report, practically said that by 
its sugar the colony must stand or fall, and that it is unsuited 
to the cultivation of coffee, cocoa, and fruit in quantities to be 
of commercial value. 

Some hope rests on the manjak industry, which is at present 
in its infancy. 

The meaning or origin of the term “manjak” is unknown, 
and it appears to be a purely local term. The substance is bi- 
tuminous, and is a species of asphalt. It varies in quality, 
being sold to agents on the island locally at prices varying 
from 7/. 10s. to 31. 10s. per ton. The mine producing what is 
known as Merivale’s manjak yields, up to the present, the best 
quality produced in the island. This mine may be taken as a 
favourable example of what has been so far done. In 1897 it 
= over 501. a week in wages, and employed over one hundred 

ands. 

The veins of the material are curiously uncertain, varying 
in width from a few inches to many feet, pinching and widening 
capriciously. They run through walls of infusorial earth, 

‘Joeally known as chalk, and through a species of blue clay 
curiously like diamondiferous blue, but of a somewhat softer 
character. For the most part it has been found and worked on 
the eastern side of the island. Although discovered in many 
places, it has not yet been found in great quantity, but its 
quality is such as to make it a profitable industry. 

If the matrix of the substance could be ascertained, a source 
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of revenue would be opened out which would tend to help the 
island out of its industrial troubles. The less valuable kinds 
of manjak are used for insulating purposes, but the superior 
qualities are, it is stated, mainly used for varnish. 

The export, which has risen from 878 tons in 1896 to 1,880 
tons in 1897, gives great hope of better things in the future, 


‘and, with further discoveries, might make its way as an impor- 


tant item of export, besides giving fresh employment to the 
overflowing population of the island. 

Experiments in various growths likely to be of value are 
from time to time carried out; but, unfortunately, the limited 
supply of land available does not permit of very extensive 
trials. Some hope is at present entertained that the ramie 
ribbon (Bechmeria Tenacissima) may prove a success in culti- 
vation, and opportunities are afforded as far as possible to 
private persons to experiment with it. 

Grenada.—The principal products of Grenada which are ex- 
ported are :—Cocoa, spices, cotton and cotton seed, live stock, 
firewood, fruit, poultry, turtle and ‘turtle shell, kola nuts, 
coffee, and logwood, the leading staples being cocoa, spices, 
and cotton. 

Trinidad and Tobago.—The acreage_under cultivation in 
Trinidad and Tobago is estimated at 200,000. acres, and is made 
up as follows :— 


Acres. 
Sugar Cane ... 07,000 
Other food products... 138,500 
Pastures ... 10,000 
Other products ... 6,000 


The nature of the principal products of the colony in 1897 
and the quantity of each were :— 


Sugar ... see ee he 54,933 tons (crop of 1897) 
Molasses 680,761 gallons 
Rum (home consumption) ... 246,814 (proof gallons) 

Cocoa ... hos ... 23,840,665 Ibs. 
Cocoanuts.... ... 11,649,138 in number 
Asphalt 124,672 tons 


The coffee grown in the colony is chiefly used for home con- 


sumption, and the price is governed by the supply. 


| 
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V.—SERICULTURE IN FRANCE. 


The following is a summary of a report by the United States 
Consul at St. Etienne on sericulture in France :— 

It was during the reign of Henri IV., in the seventeenth 

century, that the cultivation of the mulberry tree was intro- 
duced into France by Olivier de Serres and ‘Barthélemy Laffe: 
mas, and in the beginning of the following century homespun 
silk appeared on the markets of several towns in the southern 
part of the country, while in 1763 Boissier de Sauvage pub- 
lished an important treatise on the rearing of the silkworm. 
As is well known, the mulberry tree presents several varieties, 
the most important of which, are the black, the white, and the 
variegated, and of these the second variety is preferred in 
France, as it develops without much care and can be easily 
cultivated either from the seed of the plant or by grafting. It 
reaches maturity more quickly than the black species, and the 
silkworms take to it more kindly. A mulberry tree, at five 
years of age, furnishes, in France, 72 pounds of leaves; at ten 
years, 104 pounds; and at twenty-two years, 200 pounds. The 
practice is to strip the leaves once in every two years, as it has 
been noticed that the tree lives much longer than when deprived 
of its leaves annually. Besides this, the leaves acquire greater 
firmness and brilliancy. As to the climate, the most favourable 
to the cultivation of the mulberry tree is that which suits the 
vine. 
_ The eggs are hatched artificially, by means of incubators, be- 
cause if allowed to proceed naturally the caterpillars would be 
produced at unequal and long intervals. The temperature of 
the incubator is allowed to rise gradually from 54° to 74° F., 
thus imitating the process of nature. 

Incubation lasts from twenty to thirty days. Before pro- 
voking the artificial hatching of the eggs, the custom in the 
south of France is to place them in a cold room, where the 
temperature varies between 37° and 50° F., during the five 
months of winter. Formerly the cultivator who reared silk-worms 
selected, from his finest cocoons, the quantity of eggs necessary 
for the following season; 20 lbs. of cocoons furnished 15 ozs. 
of eggs. In the year 1847 a terrible malady ravaged the French 
rearing houses; the worms, instead of developing progressively, 
both in volume and energy, languished, became covered with 
black spots, and finally perished. This disease, called pébrine, 
which is hereditary, epidemic, and contagious, increased with 
such intensity that the eggs had to be imported from Italy to 
continue the industry. It was not long, however, before the 
Italian eggs were attacked in its turn, with the result, for 
France, that whereas 25,000,000 cocoons were produced in 
1853, the amount had fallen to 5,000,000 in 1865. For several 
years the eggs were obtained from the provinces of the Danube 
and from China, but the production was unsatisfactory, and 
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they became more or less contaminated after their arrival in 
France. 

At this critical period (1865) in the history of the French 
silk industry it was discovered that the Japanese eggs resisted 
the disease (pébrine), and large quantities were imported for 
several years, or up to the time when Pasteur showed that the 
only remedy for the malady consisted in the selection and isola. 
tion of the apparently healthy moths and in the microscopic 
examination of the eggs and the dead insect. This system has 
been followed ever since. <A part of the moth, or some of the 
eggs, is rubbed up in a little distilled water, and a drop of the 
mixture put under the microscope; if pébrine be present, a 
quantity of small corpuscles is seen on the plate, indicating 
the nature of the malady. It was owing to this system that the 
production of the silkworm in France revived. Of late years 
not only has the country been able to supply itself, but it now 
exports over 300,000 ounces of silk worm eggs annually. 

About 1,600 pounds of leaves are necessary for 35,000 silk- 
worms produced from one ounce of eggs. ‘he “education” 
lasts from twenty-eight to thirty-two days, but many silk- 
worm raisers cut this period short two or three days by main- 
taining an increased temperature of between 68° and 77° F. 

The maximum amount of cocoons which 1 ounce of eggs, 
comprising 35,000 worms, furnishes, is 130 pounds, but a return 
of 80 pounds is considered very satisfactory. From 625 to 1,100 
cocoons are required to make 1 pound of silk, and the price of a 
pound of cocoons in St. Etienne is 1.75 france (1s. 5d.). The 
total amount of cocoons produced annually in France is about 
20,000,000 pounds. 

The cocoons selected for reproducing purposes are strung 
together like beads, and placed in a dark room, where the 
temperature is kept at 68° F. At the end of eighteen or twenty 
days the moths appear, but frequently in France the cocoons 
are kept. the whole winter in a cellar at 50° F. before being 
exposed to the higher temperature. The moths are allowed to 
‘couple for from six to eight hours, and then the females are 
removed and enclosed in little sacks made of gauze, called cel- 
lules, where they lay their eggs and die. Later on, the dead 
‘imsects are.examined under a microscope, as has been already 
mentioned, to discover any traces of pébrine. 

_ As soon as the cocoons arrive at the factory, where they ar 
to undergo the reeling process, they are exposed to a steam 
‘bath in an oven, in order to asphyxiate the chrysalids and thus 
prevent piercing the cocoons. After this operation the cocoons 
‘are taken to the drying room, where they remain three months. 
‘Another method much more rapid is that of the hot air drying 
‘process. Exposed to a temperature of 140° F. for twelve hours, 
the cocoons become dry enough to be immediately packed. 
There is still another system, which is a combination of the 
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two already mentioned ; that is to say, steam is first applied to 
kill the chrysalids, and a current of hot air is ieanak on to 
complete the necessary desiccation. 

When the cocoons are brought to the reeling factory, a girl, 
or ‘‘fileuse,” sits before a large basin made of copper or iron, 
coated with enamel, and filled with water; she throws them 
into the water, which she brings rapidly to a high temperature 
by means of a steam ‘tap. Then, by the aid of a little broom, 
made of briar twigs, called an “escorbette,” she strikes the 
cocoons lightly. By this little operation the outside coverings, 
which are considered an inferior product, are removed. This 
floss silk, called ‘* frisons,’”’ is collected in the form of cords, and 
plunged into cold water to harden the glutinous substance. The 
proportion of “frisons” is from 25 to 30 per cent. They are 
taken out of the water twice a-day and dried. Preference is 
given to the “ frisons” coming from the spinning mills where 
the work is done at the highest temperature. 

When the girl has sufficiently beaten the cocoons, she 
detaches from the broom the number of threads sticking to it, 
and, seizing them in her left hand, proceeds with her right 
to remove the loose silk (débarage). This operation consists in 
drawing out each thread of silk until it is perfectly free from 
“ frisons.” She then fixes the thread to a hook on the basin, and 
commences to reel. 

Of late years this manual labour has been, in the more 
important spinning mills, supplanted by ingeniously devised 
machinery, invented by MM. Berthaud & Fils, of Lyons, reeling 
from four to six threads at a time. 

Taking the loose silk of several cocoons according to the size 
required, the fileuse joins them and passes them through the 
drawplate (filiére), and thus prepares two threads, which she 
crosses by twisting one around the other a great number of 
times, from 200 to 300. She separates them again, passing 
them through a ring on each side of a bar, and after crossing 
them once more she attaches them to the wheel, which she 
turns either by foot or by hand, and the unrolling of the 
cocoons commences. The wheel is usually of large dimensions, 
from 39 to 50 inches in circumference, though many smaller 
ones are used. 

Once the wheel is put in motion, the operator keeps her eyes 
on the cocoons and on the thermometer, for the water must be 
kept constantly at 158° F. For a long time, when the thread 
broke while winding, the attendant simply continued her work 
by passing the distal end on the wheel, but now the custom is 
to tie both ends in a form of knot. Special girls, called 
“noueuses” or knotters, are told off for this purpose. 

The method of folding the silk when taken off the wheel 
varies according to the country. In France, the custom is to 
make skeins by folding it into two and twisting: one side over 
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the other and then making it up into bales, when it is ready 
for the next operation, called ‘‘ moulinage ” or silk-twisting. 

The silk in the raw state is not twisted; it forms simply a 
bundle of threads glued together, and cannot be employed as 
such. To prepare it for the dye it is twisted, by which its 
degree of resistance is increased while its elasticity is 
diminished, and when the operation is completed it takes the 
name of “organsin.” In the mill, the silk undergoes a double 
process of reeling and cleaning before being finally twisted and 
made up in hanks or skeins for the market. 

Before the buyer will accept delivery of the silk he requires 
it to pass through the condition house (that of St. Etienne is 
very important) in order to estimate its true weight, as it is 
easy to increase the weight of silk by damping it with water by 
reason of its great hygrometric properties. However, it has 
been proved after long and minute observation that the silk 
contains normally 10 per cent. of humidity, and the work of 
the condition house is to reduce any excess over that standard. 
To effect this object, the weight of the silk rendered absolutely 
anhydrous is first determined, and then a quantum of humidity, 
which by agreement has been fixed at 11 per cent., is added. 
Up to 1839 the process of desiccation consisted in exposing all 
the silk on shelves of iron grating for twenty-four hours in a 
room heated to 84° F. If the silk lost from 3 to 4 per cent., the 
operation had to be recommenced. The results offered no 
security, and were frequently contested. The Chamber of Com- 
merce of Lyons improved the method, and to it is due the 
Talabot apparatus by which, for the first time (1839), absolute 
desiccation was obtained. In this apparatus, the silk was 
exposed for three hours to a temperature of 221° F., obtained 
by a current of steam. In 1852, M. Persoz perfected this 
method by a current of very hot air acting simultaneously by 
its rapidity and its high temperature. This last apparatus has 
been used ever since in all the condition houses throughout the 
country, under the name of “ The Talabot-Persoz-Rogeat desic- 
cator,” and has the appearance of a cylinder of sheet iron 29} 
inches in height and 16 inches in diameter. 

After weighing the bale three samples of 500 grams (1.1 
pound) each are chosen—one from the top ,one from the middle, 
and the third from the bottom of the bale. These three lots 
represent the hygrometric condition of the bale, and serve as a 
basis for the condition test. Two of them are first placed in a 
receptacle, where the silk loses a portion of its humidity, ani 
are then carried to the Persoz apparatus. Here, the silk is 
suspended on the arm of an extremely sensitive balanc> (known 
weights being on the other arm) forming part of the machine 
and covered hermetically. The silk subm:tted to the action 
of the current of hot air remains in position until the balance 
shows by its i»mobility that there is no longer any decrease in 
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weight. The two lots of 500 grams are thus absolutely dried, 
and a calculation is made of the difference between the actual 
and the primary weights. If the hygrometric condition showed 
a difference of more than 1} per cent. of one lot, as compared 
with the other, the third lot must undergo the same process. 
Finally, the absolute weight of the bale is calculated in pro- 
portion to the weights found for the samples. The duration 
of the test does not exceed 45 minutes, the temperature of the 
interior of the apparatus being kept at 248° F. 

The quantity of silk passing annually through the condition 
house at St. Etienne exceeds 1,000,000 pounds. 

After passing through the condition house, the silk is sub- 
mitted to another operation called “titrage,” in order to deter- 
mine its quality. For this purpose a certain number of skeins 
of silks, of a given weight and length, are placed upon a little 
wheel and pass thence to a yard windle, which measures exactly 
1.25 metre (49.21 inches) in circumference, revolving around 
a horizontal axis. This axis is furnished with a cog wheel 
controlling a series of others, which, in their turn, put in 
motion the needle of an indicator; when the needle has 
executed a complete revolution, corresponding to 400 turns of 
the windle, a catch stops the machine instantaneously and 
throws the windle out of gear. The skein obtained, which 
measures exactly 500 metres (546.8 yards) in length, is weighed 
in a proved balance. 

The third and last testing operation is that of “ décreusage ” 
or ungumming. This is affected by boiling a small sample of 
the silk for one hour in a bath of distilled water, containing 
one-fourth of its weight of white soap. After the first half- 
hour, the silk is taken out and well wrung, and then put back 
again for another half-hour of boiling, after which it is 
thoroughly washed in a current of cold water to remove all 
particles of soap that may have remained. As this operation 
produces a loss of weight amounting to 25 per cent., the buyer 
calculates his price accordingly. 

Under the heading of waste are comprised: the cocoons 
spotted or pierced, the first coverings of the cocoons (“frisons”), 
the heart of the cocoon, which on account of its extreme ten- 
derness cannot be unravelled, and the defective portions of the 
raw silk removed during the moulinage and waste resulting 
from the different operations of winding, warping, and weaving. 
Nothing is lost. The products are classed under two great 
heads—schappes and fantaisies. The material is not carded, 
but combed, like flax, and finally made up into skeins. The 
annual consumption of floss silk in France is over 4,000,000 
pounds. 
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Vi-—THE INCREASE OF POPULATION AND THE 
BALANCE OF TRADE IN GERMANY. 


M. S. de Chappedelaine, French Consul at Mannheim has 

recently forwarded to his Government a report on the com- 
mercial development: of Germany, of which the following is an 
extract :— 
. Many reasons have been put forward to account for the 
extraordinary development of the German foreign trade of 
recent years, but there is one to which sufficient importance 
does not, up to the present, appear to have been dttached— 
namely, the enormous increase of the population. According 
to the provisional estimates of the Imperial Statistical Bureau, 
the population of the customs territory of the Empire, from the 
middle of 1893 to the middle of 1898, rose from 50,960,000 souls 
to 64,530,000—that.is. to say, during this period of five years, 
which corresponds at. the same time to the coming into opera- 
tion of treaties of commerce, there was an increase of 4,750,000 
inhabitants. . Substance and clothing to. pro- 
vided for these new comers, hence the necessity of importing 
in greater quantities food-stuffs, textiles, and raw materials. 
To pay for these goods. it was necessary to export increased 
quantities.of the products. of the. national industry, the manu- 
facture of. which entails in its turn a large importation of raw 
materials. A reference to the table given below will show the 
increase that has taken place in the imports and exports into 
and from the German Empire during the period comprised 
between the years 1892 and 1898 :— . 


Imports of 


Imports of Merchandise. Preciods Metals: 


Tons. Marks. Marks. 
1892 ie 29,500,000 4,019,000,000 208,000,000 
1893 29,800,000 3,962,000,000 172,000,000 
1894 32,000,000 3,938,000,000 347,000,000 
1895 32,500,000 4,121,000,000 125,000,000 
ema 36,400,000 4,308,000,000 250,000,000 
1897... «40,100,000 | 4,681,000,000 183,000,000 
1898 ats. 42,700,000 5,118,000,000 359,000,000 


Exports of Merchandise. 


Exports of 


Precious Metals. 


Tons. Marks. Marks, 
1892 19,800,000 2,954,000,000 196,000,000 
1893 21,300,000 3,092,000,000 152,000,000 
1894 22,800,000 2,961,000,000 90,600,000 
1895 23,800,000 | 3,317,000,000 108,000,000 
1896 25,700,000 3,525,000,000 228,000,000 
1897 23,000,000 3,635,000,000 151,000 000 
1898 30,000,000 3,746,000,000 255,000,000 
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The statistics of the quantities of imports and exports are of 
more importance here than those of the-values by reason of the 
fact that the fluctuation of prices play an important part in so 
short a period as that dealt with above. According to the 
quantities, the imports have increased by more than a third 
and the exports in even greater proportion. The increase in 
value has been at the rate of 29 per cent. in the case of the 
imports, and 27 per cent. in the exports. - . 

‘The development of the productive power of the nation has 
beén obliged to keep pace with the extraordinary expansion 
of the foreign trade of the country. In agriculture this is not 
so apparent from the quantity of cereals harvested, which must 
of necessity have their limits fixed by the extent of the land 
under cultivation (which increases but slowly), as from the 


number of cattle. According to official returns there were :— 


Increase 
— In 1892, In 18)7. or 

Decrease. 
No. No. } 

Horses .. 3,836,000 4,03<,000 + 202,000 
Cattle .. 17,555,000 18,490,600 +935,000 
Pigs... 12,174,000 14,274,000 + 2,100,000 
Sheep ... 13,589,000 10,866,000 — 2,723,000 


Unfortunately, the production of meat in Germany has not 
increased in the same proportion as the population, and accord- 
ingly during recent years there has been an appreciable rise 
in food prices, and many petitions have been presented to the 
Reichstag asking that the frontiers of the Empire may be no 
longer closed to foreign cattle. 

In industry, the augmentation of the means of production 
does not show itself only by an enormous excess in the exporta- 
tion of manufactured articles, but by the rapid extension of 
machinery. For the whole of the German Empire there are no 
statistics available, but figures for Prussia for machinery other , 
than that of steam ships are as follows :— 


Total Horse Power. 


1,683,000 
8,422,000 


In ten years, therefore, the power of steam machinery in 
Prussia has more than doubled, and the period during which 
the development was most marked corresponds with that in 
which the treaties of commerce were in force. What is even 
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more significant is the horse power of fixed machinery; this 
increased as follows during the last three years :— 


The mining industry also shows a very marked development, 
as can be seen by reference to the subjoined table, which gives 
the production in the years named of coal, iron ore, and raw 
iron :— 


1888. 1892. 1806. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Coal... 65,300,000 71,300,000 85,600,000 
iron (ore) ... 10,600,000 11,500,000 14,100,000 
Iron (raw)... a “ 4,300,000 4,900,000 6,300,000 


There is no doubt that in industries the producing capacity 
becomes greater and greater, and Germany can utilise her 
forces in constantly-increasing proportions. 


| 
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VII—THE AUSTRIAN IRON INDUSTRY. 


The following particulars concerning the iron industry of 
Austria are from a report by the secretary of the Iron and Steel 
Institute quoted in the “Iron Age” :— 

The production of pig-iron in Austria was as follows in the 
years named :— 


Tons, 


With the introduction of the Bessemer process Austria 
entered upon a new era of increased outputs and reduced costs. 
Consequently, in 1867 and 1868 the Government sold all its 
iron works. Joint-stock companies were formed, and new 
branches of manufacture were adopted. In the third decade of 
the 50 years (1848-1898) new blast furnaces were built at 
Schwechat and Judenburg in Styria, and at Liebschitz and 
Rokitzan in Bohemia; rolling mills were started at Kéflach, 
Wasendorf, Unzmarket and St. Michael in Styria, and steel 
works and wire mills at Graz. 

The mean out turn was increased to 4,650 tons per year per 
furnace, and extensive use was made of the Siemens regenera- 
tive system. The production of Bessemer metal, beginning in 
the year 1863 with 21 tons, reached 70,000 tons in 1873 and 
100,000 tons in 1878. The last two decades of the period under 
consideration presented a remarkable development in the 
Austrian iron industry. This was due to the fact that the 
basic process rendered it possible to utilise phosphoric iron ores. 

In 1888 the Wittkowitz works started making armour plates, 
which proved very satisfactory. About the same time another 
new branch of industry was started in Austria—namely, the 
manufacture of wrought iron tubes at Wittkowitz and at the 
Haltschinsky works, Schénbrunn, near Moravian Ostrau. In 
1892 the railway from Leoben to Eisenerz was completed, and 
the supply of excellent iron ore thus rendered available led 
to the building in 1896 at Donawitz of a large coke blast fur- 
nace, which has now the greatest daily out turn of pig iron, 240 

“tons in 24 hours, in Austria. As a new creation of quite recent 
date the blast furnace plant at Servola, near Trieste, may be 
mentioned. Is is built after the American style, and was blown 
in on 24th November, 1897. English coke and Spanish, Afri- 
can, Greek, and Bosnian iron ores are used. 
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It is thus evident that the iron industry of Austria has made 
considerable advances. Whereas in the fifties a blast furnace 
with a daily out turn of 20 tons and in the seventies one with 
a daily out turn of 50 to 60. tons were about the largest, at the 
present time there are blast furnaces which produce daily 160 
tons (Kladno), 180 tons (Wittkowitz), 220 tons (Kénigshof), and 
240 tons (Donawitz and Servola) of pig-iron, and a new furnace 
is projected at Eisenerz with a daily out turn of 400 tons. The 
production of mineral fuel has increased in a remarkable 
manner during the period under review. The output of coal 
in Austria in 1848 was 716,412 tons ; in 1897 it was 10,492,770 
tons. The output of brown coal in 1848 was 409,521 tons; in 
1897 it was 20,458,092 tons. 


VIII.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ERYTHREA. 


The following Customs tariff of the Italian colony of Erythrea 
has. been recently published by the Italian Ministry of 
Finance :— 


Articles. 
Cigars rolled like Italian cigars sueh as Virginia, Lire. 
Toscani, Napoletani_... per kilo. 7.50 

Other kinds of manufactured tobacco 3.0 
Tobacco in the leaf (except “Surati’’) ... 2.50 

Tobacco “ Surati” in leaves and filaments oad we a 0.75 
Flour, other kinds... 5.0 
Cotton, raw and roughly worked ... a 
Sugar and preserves . ove 20 slo 
Gold, raw and manufactured. 1" 
Gold specie of legal currency dee eee sits free 
Silver specie (Latin and Erythrean currency) one soe free 
Gold watches... eee each. 2.0 
Goal: eee dex ove free - 
Stone for building ... pee free 
All other goods ad valorem. | 8 gh 


Note.—Kilogram=?.2 lb, avoirdupois. Quintal==220.4 lbs, avoirdupois, 
Lire =9,5,7. 
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IX.—SHIPPING DUES AT THE. IRON GATES OF THE 
DANUBE. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador 
at Vienna, a memorandum drawn up by the Commercial 
Attaché to that. Embassy on the subject of the tariff of the 
shipping dues at. the Iron Gates of the Danube, which are to be 
levied from 1st September next. i £23 

The memorandum states that this tariff was published by the 
Ministry of Commerce at Buda-Pesth on the 14th July last. 
The rates indicated are precisely similar to those originally 
proposed, and may be summed up as follows :— 

_I1—Cargo steamers, barges, barques, and other boats, whether 
laden or empty, pay, according to their carrying capacity, 20 
hellers* per ton of 1,000 kilos. 

- Passenger steamers, however, with a regular service of at 
least two voyages weekly, pay only 50 per cent. of the above 
tax 


_ II.—Merchandise, actually conveyed on such vessels, pays 
at the rate of 18 hellers per 100 kilos. 

Whole cargoes, however, of coal, stone, gravel, cement, 
timber, manure, or petroleum pay only 6 hellers per 100 kilos. 

III.—The tax for towage in the Iron Gates Canal is fixed at’ 
5 hellers per ton on all vessels according to their carrying 
capacity, plus 4 hellers per ton on their actual loading. Pilot- 
age through the canal is compulsory, but the cost of such 
service is included in the afore-mentioned shipping dues. 

For purposes of tariff administration the region of the Iron 
Gates is divided into two sections :— 

(a) From Alt-Moldova to Orsova or Vercirova. 

(b) From Orsova or Vercirova to Turn-Severin. 

Vessels traversing only one of the above specified sections 
pay half of the dues notified under paragraphs 1 and 2. 

The following vessels are exempt from taxation :— 

(1) Ships of war. 

(2) Barques and other boats proceeding down stream, whose 
cargo capacity does not exceed 1,000 metric quintals, and 
whose draught is not over one metre. 

(3) Rafts. 

(4) Steam barges, when without cargo. 

(5) Newly-built vessels, not yet in regular service, proceed- 
ing withoyt cargo to their destination. 

A despatch, dated 12th July last, received at the Foreign 
Office from Col. Trotter, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Bucharest 
states that according to a Government estimate the taxes will 
only produce a gross annual revenue of 300,000 florins. Colonel 
Trotter adds that it is quite possible that the receipts during 
the first year will not exceed that amount, as owing to the 


* Heller = 41. 
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failure of the wheat and other grain crops in Roumania and 
Bulgaria it appears probable that there will be no surplus 
stock of cereals to send up the Danube to South Germany. Of 
late years the bulk of the merchandise transmitted up the river 
has consisted of wheat and other agricultural produce, so that 
the revenue obtained from taxes at the Iron Gates during the 
next twelve months cannot be accepted as a fair criterion of 
what the receipts may be in future years. 


X.—THE TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF THE GRAND 
DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG. 


The following memorandum on the trade and industry of the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg in the years 1896 and 1897, drawn 
up by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy in Berlin has 
been received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office :— 

The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, as is well known, was made a 
neutral territory in the year 1867 by the Treaty of London. At 
the present time it forms, commercially, part of the German 
“ Zollverein” and had, previously, belonged to the Germanic 
Confederation. Though a small territory of some 1,000 square 
miles, it has considerable riches in its iron mines, on which 
depend for the greater part, its principal industries. There had 
been a depression in commerce prior to 1895 but the two years 
1896 and 1897 have shown a steady development in most industries. 
Fortunately for the prosperity of the Grand Duchy, the prices of 
metal products have been lately much better than formerly. The 
great exception to the general prosperity seems to be in the textile 
trade in which a crisis continues. 

The 1899 official report of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg for 
1896 and 1897 gives the latest available statistics on trade, the 
leading points of which will be now stated. It is well to keep in 
mind when considering the following data, that the population of 
the Grand Duchy is only some 220,000, and that the total revenue 
is under £500,000 ; so that, as regards British trade, they are not 
of much importance. No values, only quantities are given in the 
statistics dealing with trade. The traftic on the railways (under 
300 miles) consists chiefly of the transport of mineral products, has 
risen considerably in late years and shows the progress made. ~ 

The mineral and metal production from 1896 to 1897 was as 
follows :—- 


1896. 1897. 

Tons. Tons. 
All minerals ... 2,649,710 5,349,009 
Cast metals ... 492,038 872,457 
Refined metals 196,184 118,950 
Castings 75.622 165,454 
“ Acier Thomas” ... ose 220,232 565,969 
Produce of the foundries .. 3,644 9,874 
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Owing to the fall in the price of cotton goods in 1896 the cotton 
textile industry has not flourished, whereas that of linen has. 
Other. causes of its languishing state are the high freights and 
high price of labour consequent on the satisfactory state of the 
metal industries. On the other hand, the textile trade of 
Luxembourg claims and enjoys in the German Empire all the 
advantages in the matter of letters, postcards, samples of no value, 
&c., of which their German competitors make use. Its chief 
exports are to Germany. 

The tobacco trade, formerly very flourishing, ceased to be so 
several years ago in consequence of the high duties introduced 
abroad ; and the German Empire by its commercial treaties has not 
secured export markets abroad for the products of tobacco as it 
has done for so many other industries, The Grand Duchy 
consequently forming, as it does, part of the German “ Zollverein,” 
has no longer the same opportunity of satisfactorily disposing of its 
former exported tobacco. It, nevertheless, produces every year 
about £100,000 worth of tobacco products. 

As regards the importation of “cotton and cotton goods” in 
1896 and 1897 there is a considerable increase of British goods, 
especially for cotton yarn and for raw cotton (of course only 
coming via England). But the total amount of cotton fabrics 
coming from England is quite insignificant and is at a standstill, 
evidently due to the German duties imposed on them, whereas 
German similar products come in duty free under the Zollverein. 

As regards “iron and manufactures thereof,” there is a falling- 
off in pig iron of some 60 tons (from 455 in 1896); but in manu- 
factured articles there is an increase. “The latter trade, however, is 
of very little value altogether, for the same reason as is given above 
for cotton goods. 

As regards “ Wool and manufactures thereof,” there is very 
little indeed imported from Great Britain, and under other heads 
there is nothing worth mentioning. 
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XI—THE TRADE OF ABYSSINIA. 


A despatch, dated 7th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador in Paris, transmitting 
copy of a report on the general trade of Abyssinia, with special 
reference to the years 1897-8, by Monsieur Lagarde, the French 
Minister at Addis-Abeba. 

_ The report states that the foreign trade of Abyssinia is 
carried by three routes—by Harrar, Massowah, and the Soudan 
—and that the latter, since the opening up of communications, 
bids fair to become the most important route for French trade 
with Abyssinia, though it is possible that the Massowah route, 
which was closed owing to the Italian campaign, will eventu- 
ally again assume some of its former importance. 

' Monsieur Lagarde’s report deals exclusively with the com- 
merce carried on vid Shoa, and from the province of Harrar to 
‘the Gulf of Aden. The principal articles exported are coffee, 
civet, ivory, gold, wax, and hides. The importations of the 
six European and Armenian firms established at Addis-Ababa, 
of which three are French, are stated to amount to about 
40,0007. a year, and comprise cheap Lyons silks, cloths, black 
satins, printed calicoes of English manufacture, cotton muslins, 
hardware, swords, cutlery, powders, household articles, soap, 
candles, preserves, and small quantities of brandy and other 
liqueurs, cheap Bordeaux and Champagne wines, and leather 
articles. 

American cotton goods are also largely imported by the 
natives for the manufacture of garments and tents. During 
the last ten years the commerce of Abyssinia has increased more 
than ten-fold, and continues to improve. The eventful re- 
opening of the Soudan and Massowah routes, and the construc- 
tion of the railway from Djiboutil to Harrar will not fail to give 
® strong impulse to trade. 

The absence of any official statistics makes it impossible to 
give even an approximate idea of the commerce of the country. 

Monsieur Lagarde observes that there are practically no 
industries in Abyssinia. Swords and knives of very inferior 
quality are manufactured, also “chamas” (cotton and silk 
tissues), which are used for the same purpose as the “ bournous ” 
in Algeria and Tunis. 

In conclusion, Monsieur Lagarde says that, in view of the 
favourable position of the English at Aden and on the Somali 
Coast, and their present stronghold of the Abyssinian market, 
it is necessary for the French to study carefully the needs of the 
country if they wish to obtain any share of the trade. 
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XIT.--THE RUBBER INDUSTRY OF PORTUGUESE 
FAST AFRICA. 


Inhambane is one of the old-established districts of the Pro- 
vince of Mocambique. The district has a good port. It has 
always produced large quantities of oil seeds, india-rubber, 
beeswax, and a little wild coffee of excellent quality. The 
country is thickly populated with well-to-do natives, possessed 
of cattle, for which there is ample pasture. Hundreds, possibly 
thousands, of natives go every year to work in the mines of 
South Africa, and having made a competence, return home, 
buy wives or cattle, and do no more work for the remainder of 
their lives. 

In the end of 1897 a monopoly was granted for the exploita- 
tion of rubber in the unoccupied lands belonging to the State 
within the district of Inhambane with the hope of (1) putting 
an end to the destructive native method of collecting rubber, 
viz., cutting down the vines and extracting the valuable sap 
by boiling, and (2) increasing the production by fresh planting. 
The exports of rubber from Inhambane have been going down 
of recent years; in 1896, 39 tons; 1897, 35 tons; and for 1898, 
only 20 tons. 

The terms of the grant are as follows :— 

1. The monopoly is granted for 25 years. 

2. The concessionnaires have to pay during the first seven 
years 50 reis per kilo. of rubber exported and 75 reis during 
the remaining 18 years. 


3. Within two years 20,000 rubber plants must have been 
planted on land selected by the concessionnaires and the 
Government. 


4. A rent of 200,000 reis per annum shall be paid for this 


‘land. 


5. At the end of 25 years the concessionnaires may elect to 
hand over the plantation or retain it at the same rent as pre- 


viously paid. 


6. The concessionnaires are exempt from any other imposts. 

A company with a capital of 30,000/. has been floated to work 
this concession, and it is confidently expected that during the 
present year considerable progress will be made towards the ful- 


filment of paragraph 3 above mentioned. 


It is expressly laid down that the concession above mentioned 


does not prevent any person growing rubber on his own land 
and exporting it. 


B2 


: 
q 
7 
q 
? 
q 
4 
4 
q 


164 RUBBER INDUSTRY OF PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. [Aug. 1899. 


The above information is taken from a report to the Foreign 
Office by Mr. Carnegie Ross, H.M. Consul at Lourengo Marques 
(Annual Series, 2235). In a supplementary report dated 10th 
June last, Mr. Ross forwards a return of the india-rubber ex- 
sara during the past ten years from the principal ports of 
ortuguese East Africa (see Tables A and B below). 


No return is given of Beira, or for the past four years of 
Ibo, these two places being administered by the Mocambique 
and Nyassa Companies. 

The omission of the Beira return is of little importance, as 
the export trade of that place is of no importance. There is no 
reason to believe, however, that any serious diminution has 
occurred in the Ibo trade, and the want of returns lessens the 
usefulness of the table. If only one hundred tons per annum 
were credited to Ibo, the totals from the province would show 


a fair increase in the last three years as compared with the 
first three of the decade. 


It is noticeable that from 1890-93, when the returns from 
Ibo were high, those from Mocambique were much lower than 
during the last three years, when Mocambique gave very high 
returns. This might imply direct export from Ibo of produce 
that formerly was shipped through Mocambique, or the diver-- 
‘sion of some internal trade route from the one port to the other. 

The sudden advance from 86 and 25 tons to 118 in Mocgam- 
bique is probably due in part to the opening-up of the district 
resulting from the military operations of 1895-97. 


In Table B are given the returns of the various countries to 
which the rubber was exported during the same period. 


The stimulus given to German export trade by the establish- 
ment in 1890 of the German East African line of steamers is 
clearly shown by the rapid transfer from Britain to Germany 
of the bulk of the rubber trade. 


At the present moment no British steamers call at Mocam- 
bique and Ibo. The British India Steam Navigation Company, 
which was the last British line to call there, has, within the 
past few months, given up the service owing to the stoppage of 
Indian immigration into the province due to the plague. 


It is possible that a certain amount of the export of Germany 
is for London v4 Hamburg, but there is no denying the fact that 
export trade to Britain has lessened considerably along the 
coast. Ample provision is made for import in British vessels, 
but owing to the fact that the vessels of five out of the seven 
“British lines which serve this province make the Portuguese 
ports only ports of call on the way to India, Australia, or any- 
‘where but Europe; the French and German lines, which con- 
nect direct with Europe, take the bulk of the export trade. 
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A.—Return of India Rubber exported from the Province of Mogambique ! 
during the past ten years. 


Years, Ibo, Mogambique Quilimane.| Inhambane. | Totals. 
| 
| Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, Tons. Tons. 
| re — 72 44 15 80 211 
1889 ... 75 49 36 67 227 
1890. 2 106 62 22 96 288 
1891 i a 109 88 23 55 275 q 
Se 113 99 23 538 288 q 
| 146 86 13 76 321 
| 25 22 58 105 
1896... | 1 — 118 22 57 198 
1896 157 21 39 217 
1897 160 16 39 215 
| 
| 3 621 888 213 620 2,345 


B.— Destinations of India Rubber exported from the Province of 
Mogambique during the past ten years. 


Britain 

Years. and Zanzibar. | Holland. | France. | Germany. |Totals. 

Colonies. q 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
1888... 1 197 1 10 2 — 211 
1889... _ 174 10 20 13 10 227 
1890... — 203 28 15 18 24 288 
1891... _ 130 46 31 10 58 275 
1892... _ 148 2 28 1 109 288 
1893... — 162 1 9 2k 125 321 

1894... 1 53 _—. 4 9 38 105 

1895... — 95 — 1 6 96 198 
1896... _ 57 — — 6 154 217 

1897... 55 4 3 153 215 

2 1,274 88 122 92 767 2,345 j 


a 
q 
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XIII.— SHIPBUILDING IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The “Iron Age” publishes the following review of the 
development of American shipping and shipbuilding during 
the past year :— 

The report of the Commissioner of Navigation for the Trea- 
sury Department fiscal year ending 30th June, 1899, will show 
a growth uaprecedented in the history of shipbuilding in the 
United States, and the figures for the year just opening will be 
even more interesting. There are now building in American 
shipyards for the United States and foreign countries more than 
fifty naval vessels, valued at upwards of 8,000,000/., exclusive 
of armour and armament, and more than 200 merchant 
vessels (no small craft of any kind included), the aggregate 
value cf which exceeds 6,000,000/. 

The shipyards of the entire country have, in fact, orders on 
hand sufficient to keep them in operation for periods ranging 
from one to three years, and all of them, great and small, 
are developing and expanding. At Newport News, Va., 
alone the improvements under way will entail an expenditure 
of 400,000/. A 600,000/. shipyard is in process of establish- 
ment on the Delaware, and another with a capital of 200,000/. 
is projected. In addition a total value of about 1,200,000/. is 
represented by all new tonnage now under construction in the 
shipyards of the great lakes. 

Progress in the construction of pleasure craft has not been 
less rapid. The Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine, completed 
recently the most powerfully-engined steam yacht ever con- 
structed for a private owner, and a summary of the year’s 
orders shows almost twoscore steam yachts ranging from 60 to 
503 feet in length completed or under construction in American 

rds. 

Pies have been made which will place at least a few Ameri- 
can dry docks, both floating and stationary, at the head of the 
world’s structures of this character. The great timber dry 
dock now building for the Newport News Shipbuilding and 
Dry-Doek Company-at-Newport News, Va.,-will-so far-surpass 
all others of its class that two ordinary naval vessels can be 
accommodated therein simultaneously, while the floating dry 
dock of the Government to be stationed at Algiers, La., will 
surpass those other products of its designers’ skill, the Stettin 
and Havana docks. ~ 
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XIV.—THE EXPORT TRADE OF PORTO RICO. 


The following table, from an official publication issued at 
Washington, shows the exports of sugar, coffee, and tobacco 
from the island of Porto Rico for the years 1896 and 1897. 
~— emg all the exports of the island except a few hides 
and cattle :— 


1896. 1897. 
Products. 
Quantity. Value, Quantity. Value. 
Lbs. £ Lbs. £ 
Coffee -| 61,323,046 1,733,000 | 54,061,500 1,528,000 
Tobacco ... 2,315,948 55,000 6,540,314 149,000 
Tons. Tons. 
Sugar 58,009 469,000 60,000 510,000 
Total... 2,257,000 2,187,000 


It will be noticed that the exports of sugar for these two 
years were as follows:—For 1896, 58,000 tons, valued at 
469,000/.; for 1897, 60,000 tons, valued at 510,000/. It is 
estimated by those most familiar with the resources of Porto 
Rico—and on this point the agreement is general—that the 
exportation of sugar could be increased 100 per cent., that is to 
say, doubled. This would result from the introduction of 
modern methods and modern machinery, along with drainage 
and other means of extending the cultivation of sugar cane to 
lands not now devoted to that purpose. The sugar now ex- 
ported from Porto Rico is about equal to three per cent. of the 
United States importation, and if the industry in the island 
were increased to its fullest extent, then Porto Rico would be 
able to furnish 6 per cent of the United States importations. 

The methods of manufacturing sugar now in use in Porto 
Rico are very primitive, as a rule. There are a few that 
might be classed as up-to-date factories, but not many. There 
are only six factories on the island, for instance, that have a 
double crusher-system of getting out the sap, and the number 
of factories that have the triple-vacuum effect is limited. The 
methods in vogue range from the modern down to those which 
are obsolete, in which oxen, driven to a sweep, are used in 
pressing the juice out of the cane by means of iron and wooden 
rollers, and a large per centage of the factories have the open- 
pan evaporation. 


q 
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XV.—SALT PRODUCTION IN INDIA. 


The total quantity of salt produced in India in 1898 was 
26.85 millions of maunds. This quantity was supplemented by 
11,252,069 maunds of imported salt, the total quantity produced 
and imported amounting to 38,102,050 maunds, over 70 per 
cent. of the whole being produced in India. Importation is 
practically limited to salt brought to Bengal and Burma from 
England, Germany, other countries in Europe, Aden, Muscat, 
Jeddah, and a few other places. Only a quite insignificant 
quantity is imported elsewhere than in Bengal and Burma, 
but there is also a trifling trans-Himalayan import. The locali- 
ties where salt is manufactured are these :— 


| | 
| 1895. 1896. | 1897. 1898. 
| 
| 


Maunds. | Maunds. | Maunds. | Maunds. 

Burma: Coast, and some brine 

wells in Upper Burma ... ~*~ 525,812 479,459 620,533 496,371 
Bengal : Orissa chiefly | 178,460 195,000 162,351 oo 

Northern India : | 


Sambhar... | 5,375,046 | 2,715,236 | 2.382.888 | 5,813,333 
Panjab mines and Kohat ... 2,635,817 | 2,881,064 | 1.927,375 | 2,946,863 
Rajputana sources other than | 

Sambhar | 1,420,678 | 974,850 | 854,098 | 776,113 
Mandi, Sultanpur, Gwalior, and | 

the saltpetre refineries --- 338,439 339.275 307,161 274,728 


| 
| 9,769,980 | 6,910,425 | 5,471,522 | 9,811,037 
Sind : Moach (near Karachi), Saran, | | 

and Dilyardeposits ...  ...| 296,835 | 257,388 280,115 | 333.397 
Bombay : Coast and Runn of Kutch 11,162,639 | 9,342,839 (10,768,345 | 9,352,639 
Madras: East Coast... ... —... | 8,931,840 | 9,495,776 | 6,579,120 | 6,856,537 


| 20,865,566 | 26,680,837 28,881,986 | 26,849,981 
| 


Consumption and Revenue. 


In 1898-99, 35,269,581 maunds ‘of salt paid duty, the duty 
realised amounting (exclusive of miscellaneous receipts) to 
Rs. 8,579,192, the quantity being 2.15 per cent. and the duty 
1.91 per cent. more than in 1897-98. 

The quantity imported and produced in India, and the quan- 
tity which paid duty, are stated below :— 


Imported and 
Years. produced. Paid duty. 
| Maunds. | Maunds. 
42,309,138 | 34,686,981 
35,929,931 | 34,062,491 
1898-99 ... 38,102,050 | 35,269,581 


Aug. 1899.] SALT PRODUCTION IN INDIA. 169 


In the subjoined table is stated the progress in consumption 
in the last thirty-one years. In the five years ending with 
1877-78 the increase was small, hardly exceeding an annual 
average of 1 per cent. In the next five years ending 1882-83 
the rate of increase was nearly 3 per cent. yearly. In the five 
years ending 1887-88 consumption again increased, the average 
annual rate being over 3 per cent. In 1888-89 consumption 
was restricted, mainly in consequence of the increase of the tax 
in January, 1888, from Rs. 2 to Rs. 24} in India, and from 
three annas to sixteen annas in Burma. Prices were also kept 
at a comparatively high level in Bengal and in Madras. The 
average of the five years ending 1892-93 was 3.11 per cent. in 
excess of that of the previous five years, and the average of 
the five years ending 1897-98 was 2.3 per cent. in excess of that 


of the preceding period. In 1898-99 there was a further in- 
crease. 


Yy Average annual | Average annual 
quantity. duty. 
Maunds. Rx. 
1868-69 to 1872-73... 22,973,432 5,751,972 
1873-74 to 1877-78... 24,183,707 5,979,764 
1878-79 to 1882-83... 27,771,372 6,589,909 
1883-84 to 32,430,487 6,147,763 
1888-89 to 1892-93... 33,439,787 8,027,856 
1893-94 to 1897-98... “as 84,210,825 8,258,135 


The duty realised in each of the five years 1895-96 to 1898-99 
is thus apportioned between the different provinces :— 


1895-96. 1896-97. 1897-88, 1898-99, 


Re. Re. Re. Re. 
Burma ... bie wen 146,471 130,899 143,928 146,895 
Bengal ... 2,603,735 2,628,010 2,583,606 2,577,156 
Northern India «| 1,733,508 1,745,067 1,822,273 1,908,462 
Sind si see 65,512 67,573 67,010 67,517 
Bombay ae «| 1,694,361 1,664,774 1,706,967 1,784,429 
Madras 2,067,850 2,005,816 2,095,015 2,094,733 


Lower Burma. 


In this province salt is made at many widely-scattered points 
along the coast by the boiling of sea-water and in a few places 
of saline earth in pots and cauldrons. It has been impossible 
as yet to control the manufacture as it is controlled in India; 
me instead of ascertaining the quantity of salt actually pro- 
duced, the productive capacity of the vessels employed is esti- 
mated, and a charge made on each which is supposed to be 
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about equivalent to the duty on imported salt from time to 
time. 

In 1862 the tax was assessed at the following rates :— 

For each earthen pot holding about 6 gallons, 8 annas; each 
iron cauldron, Rs. 5 (or at these rates, according to capacity). 

In 1867 the rates were as follows :— 

In the Pegu Division— 

Rangoon District—Each earthen pot holding about 6 gallons, 
<2 annas ;_each iron cauldron, Rs. 5 (at at these rates, according 
to capacity). 

Bassein District—Each earthen pot holding about.6 gallons, 
8 annas; each iron cauldron, Rs. 5 (or at these rates, according 
to capacity). 

Myanaung (now Henzada and Tharawaddy) District—Each 
earthen pot, if used, 2 annas; each iron cauldron, if used, Rs. I. 

In the Tenasserim Division, except the Martaban (now Thatén) 
District—Each earthen pot producing on the average 1 viss of 
salt at the boiling, 8 annas; each iron cauldron, Rs. 2-8-0 (or 
at these rates, according to capacity). 

; In the Martaban (now Thatén) District—Each earthen pot, 
annas. 


In the Arakan Division—Each earthen pot, 8 annas. 
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XVI—RAILWAYS IN INDIA. 


The total length of railways open to traffic in British India 
on the 31st March last was 22,491 miles, besides which there 
were 3,568 miles under construction, making a grand total of 
26,059 miles. Between the 31st March, 1898, and the same 
date of 1899, 1,340 miles of new line were opened for traffic. 
The total capital outlay on open lines now amounts to 268 
crores of rupees, and their earnings are calculated to represent 
a return of 5.37 per cent. on this sum. The total number of 
passengers carried on all the railways of India during the year 
was over 152} millions. The figure represents an increase 1m 
the travelling public of 1,320,000 persons, and yet the receipts: 
of passenger traffic show a falling-off of more than three lakhs. 
of rupees. In the goods traffic department, which includes live- 
stock, the total tonnage moved came to 36,350,900 tons—an 
increase of over 2} million tons on the business of the preceding - 
year. 

: The “Pioneer Mail,” commenting on the above figures, . 
says that it is interesting to know that the average distance 

travelled by a railway passenger is 40.68 miles, that is to say on. 

the standard gauge lines. On the metre gauge journeys rule 

shorter; and the average here comes down to 36.80 miles. On 

the other hand, the average number of passengers carried in a 

train is greater on the metre than on the standard gauge rail- 

ways, amounting to 210 in the case of the former as against 

185 in the latter. 

There were 249 reportable accidents on the railway system of 
India during the year, most of which were trifling in character. 
The number of passengers killed by train accidents out of 150/ 
odd millions that booked, was 22, and the number injured in: 
any way 128. 

The Indian railways have in their service no less than 308,000 
persons, this figure representing an increase of 12,000 recruits 
to the army of employees maintained by the railways in a single 
twelvemonth. The vast majority of these are, of course, and 
always must be, natives of India. These number at this 
moment some 295,000 of the total. But there is also a large 
field for employment for the domiciled Briton and the Eurasian. 
The Europeans, who number just 5,000, are not losing ground, 
but the Eurasians are. As against an increase of 12,000 in the 
number of the native employees during the year, their numbers 
increased by less than 50. 
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XVII.—REGULATIONS FOR NAVIGATION ON CHINESE 
INLAND WATERS. 


The Foreign Office have received through H.M. Minister at 
Peking copies of the amended regulations for steam navigation on 
the inland waters of China. 

The following are the regulations and supplementary rules 
relating thereto :— 

A.—-Registration. 

1. The inland waters of China are hereby opened to all such 
steamers, native or foreign, as are specially registered for that 
trade at the treaty ports. ‘They may proceed to and fro at will 
under the following regulations, but they must confine their trade 
to the inland waters and must not proceed to places out of Chinese 
territory. The expression “inland waters” is used with similar 
meaning to that given for places in the interior (nei-ti) in Article 
4 of the Chefoo Convention. 

2. Trading steamers, native or foreign, not being vessels of sea- 
going type, whether plying only in the waters of a treaty port or 
going thence inland, are to be registered at the Custom House, and 
there take out papers showing respectively the owner’s name and 
residence, name and type of steamer, number of crew, &c., in 
addition to whatever national papers they are allowed or required 
by law to carry ; such Customs papers are to be renewed annually, 
and are to be surrendered on change of ownership or when the 
vessel ceases to ply. The fee for the first issue of Customs papers 
will be 10 taels, and for each renewal 2 taels. 

3. Such registered steamers may ply freely within the waters 
of the port without reporting their movements to the Customs, 
but if they go inland they must report both departure and return. 
No unregistered steamer will be allowed to ply inland. 

4. As regards exhibition of lights, prevention of collision, 
shipping of crews, and inspection of boilers and machinery, &c., all 
such steamers are to observe the rules in force at the port they 
belong to. These rules will be published by the Customs and 
printed on the vessel’s Customs papers. 


B.— Revenue. 


5. Dutiable cargo shipped under these regulations at any treaty 
~ on a registered steamer for conveyance to the interior must 

declared at the Custom House, and pay on export such duties as 
the Customs decide to be leviable. Dutiable cargo brought from 
inland to a treaty port is to be in like manner dealt with by the 
Custom House there. As to the duties to be paid by vessels 
belonging to foreign merchants, they are to be in accordance with 
the treaty tariff. 

6. Cargo Janded or shipped inland is to pay at the. place of 
landing or shipment whatever duty and li-kin local regulations 
call for. In dealing with the vessels of foreign merchants a 
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procedure analogous to what the treaty tariff calls for is to ba 
followed. 

7. If such steamers have vessels in tow, they must bring to, at 
whatever li-kin stations the vessels towed are required to stop at 
for inspection, and for the respective cargoes of both vessels to be 
dealt with as local rules prescribe. The rules to be enforced on 
foreign merchants must be in accordance with treaty provisions, 
and, as well, be published in full by the Customs. Steamers which 
have not special Customs papers are not permitted to tow vessels 
on the Yang-tsze. 

8. Offences inland, whether against revenue laws or affecting 
person or property, are to be dealt with by the local authorities of 
the district in the same way as if they were committed by their 
own people; but if the vessel concerned is foreign owned, or 
the Chinese implicated is a Chinese employed on board such 
foreign-owned vessel, the local authorities are to communicate with 
the nearest Commissioner of Customs, and the Commissioner, in 
turn, with the Consul, who may send a deputy to watch the pro- 
ceedings. If the ofiender claims the status of a foreigner he is to 
be treated in a manner prescribed in the treaties where foreigners 
without passports are arrested aud sent to the proper consul, 
through the Commissioner of Customs, at the nearest port. 

9. If any such steamer passes any inland station or li kin barrier 
that ought to be stopped at without stopping, or if any of the pas- 
sengers, crew, &c., create trouble inland, the vessel may be fined or 
punished according to the station regulations, and the Customs may 
cancel the vessel’s papers and refuse permission for her to trade 
inland again. 

In cases where foreign-owned vessels are concerned, the merchant 
interested may elect to bring the whole case and question of fine 
before a joint investigation court to be dealt with according to the 
regulations for cases of fine and confiscation promulgated in the 
year 1868. 

The above rules are for the inauguration of steam traffic and 
suffice for the time being ; if hereafter it is found that changes are 
necessary, they can be made from time to time as required. 


Supplementary Rules under Inland Steam Navigation Regulations. 


1. Foreign goods going inland on steame:s can either be taken 
with transit passes or by payment of dues and duties at the several 
stations passed en route, at the merchant’s option. The vessels are 
not to be held in any way responsible for the terminal duties on 
cargo, but must not be landed clandestinely. 

2. Native goods leaving a treaty port for the interior in a 
steamer must be declared at the proper Custom House, and pay 
export duty according to the regulation for outgoing cargo shipped 
in native vessels. They will pay inland whatever dues and duties 
are payable by similar goods carried in native vessels. If the 
goods declared are native re-exports which have originally paid 
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export duty at another port, they may be shipped free of export 
duty, but as regards inland dues and duties, are on the same footing 
as ordinary exports. The responsibility for any duties payable on 
goods at place of destination, no matter where the vessel comes 
from, attaches to the cargo, and not to the vessel; but the cargo: 
must not be landed clandestinely. 

3. Native goods once regularly shipped on board a steamer in 
the interior are not later required to produce proof of payment 
of such local duties as were leviable there before shipment, but 
they are liable for en route duties. 

On arrival at a treaty port they will, if for local native 
consumption, pay to the proper office the duties paid on similar 
cargo carried in native vessels. Outside this duty, the steamer is 
not to be held responsible for any duty, li-kin, contribution, or 


If the native-produce is intended for export, it may be brought 
from the interior either under a transit certificate issued on 
deposit of bonds, according to what are known as the Chinkiang 
rules, or by paying dues and duties in accordance with regulation 
en route, at the option of the merchant concerned, whether a 
Chinese or a foreigner. Goods brought from the interior merely for 
transhipment into a sea-going or river steamer are not liable to 
any duty at the port except the treaty tariff export duties. 

4, All inland-going steamers are to pay tonnage dues once in 
four months, at the treaty tariff rate, at the port where registered. 
Towed native boats are liable to such “Ch’uanliao” as the regula- 
tions provide for. 

5. Cargo shipped on native boats to be towed by steamers is to 
be on the same footing as regards duty payment as steamer’s 
cargo. 

6. Steamers are not allowed to land cargo except at places 
ordinarily recognised as places of trade for native vessels ; in the 
event of their violating this rule, they will be dealt with as the 
treaties provide, in the case of vessels frequenting places not open 
to trade. Similarly, vessels on the registers for inland waters 
trade, carrying goods out of Chinese territory or jurisdiction will 
be liable to a fine not exceeding 200 taels for the first offence ; for 
the second, the penalty will be abrogation of the right to carry on 
inland trade. 

7. The Customs at the treaty ports will give cargo certificates 
detailing all the cargo shipped thereunder it cognizance. These 
certificates will form the basis of duty payment at way stations, 
and the vessels concerned, unless there is reason to suspect them 
of smuggling, will not be detained for rigid examination at each 
place, but will be released on payment of proper duty. 

Manifests of ail cargo to be landed are to be handed in at the 
landing places (in Chinese if the places are away from the treaty 
ports). 

8. As regards the publication of the rules and regulations in 


charge. 
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force at the several places where dues and duties are payable, 
referred to in rule 7, it is understood that the publication is to take 
place before the end of this Chinese year. In the meantime, if 
vessels do not stop at stations, they will not be liable to any penalty 
for passing them unless they are hailed to bring to by the station 
or one of its boats, and disregard the summons. 

9. After the regulations have been notified the provincial 
authorities will appoint at each treaty port a responsible officer, 
who will collect on provincial account the dues and duties pre- 
scribed in Articles 2 and 3 on goods going to or coming from 
inland waters, and report the collection at stated intervals to his 
superiors. He will receive in one lump sum all the dues and 
duties a vessel lading for a certain destination is bound to pay at 
the various stations she will pass on the way. ‘The officer will give 
a certificate of receipt, presentation of which at the stations will 
exempt the goods from levy of duty or vexatious examination. 

The officer appointed will have an office in the vicinity of the 
Custom House, and will work in concert with and under the 
guidance of the Commissioner. In case any question or difficulty 
arises, the Commissioner and the Superintendent of Customs will 
arrange it amicably. When a foreigner is concerned, he has the 
option of having it dealt with under the joint investigation rules. 

These supplementary rules, like the rules to which they are 
appended, are provisional, and liable to change as required. 
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XVIIT.—-FOREIGN COMPANIES IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” of June 24th last, publishes 
translations of two Imperial Ordinances of June 15th last relating 
to Foreign Companies in Japan as follows :— 


I.—Imperial ordinance, No. 272 cf June 15th, 1899, relating to 
branch offices of foreign commercial companies, and to 
commercial companies, and associations established by 
foreigners. 


Art. 1.—A foreign commercial company* which has set up a 
branch office in Japan before the taking effect of the commercial 
code must, within six months from its taking effect, register such 
fact according to the provisions of Art. 255 of the commercial code 
and appoint a representative in Japan and register his name and 
domicile. 

The provisions of Art. 257 of the commercial code ou of Art. 
202 of the law concerning non-contentious matters apply corre- 
spondingly to such foreign companies. 

Art, 2.—A commercial company formed by foreigners in Japan 
betore the taking effect of the Commercial Code must, within six 
months from its taking effect, make a company contract in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Commercial Code and register the 
formation of the company. 

Art. 3.—If a commercial company act in contravention of the 
provisions of Art. 2, the court may on the application of the 
public procurator or of its own motion order the dissolution of the 
company. 

The order of dissolution must be published in the same manner 
as registered facts are published. 

In the afore-mentioned case the provisions of Arts. 126 (1), 134 
(1 and 2) and 135 of the law concerning non-contentious matters 
apply correspondingly. 

rt. 4.—As to commercial companies formed by foreigners in 
Pca before the taking effect of the Commercial Code, the legal 
relations which will arise before the registration is made according 
to the provisions of Art. 2 or before an order of dissolution has 
become finally binding, are governed by the law of the country 
to which the company belonged before. 

Art. 5.—An association formed by foreigners in Japan before 
the taking effect of the Commercial Code, which has property of 
its own, must, within six months from the taking effect of the 
Commercial Code, change its organisation into that of some kind 
of commercial company recognised by the Commercial Code. The 
provisions of the preceding two articles apply correspondingly to 
such an association. 


Tl.— Imperial Ordinance, No, 273, of June 15th, 1899, concerning 
foreign insurance companies. 


Art. 1—If a foreign commercial company establishes an 
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agency in Japan to carry on the business of insurance, it must 
appoint a representative in Japan. The provisions of Art. 62 of 
the Commercial Code apply correspondingly to such representa- 
tive. 

Art. 2.—The foreign company must notify the Government of 
the name and domicile of its representative in Japan. 

Art. 3.—The provisions of Arts. 95 and 97-101 of the Law 
concerning the operation of the Commercial Code apply corre- 
spondingly to foreign insurance companies. 

Art. 4.—If it appears to the Government that the continuance 
of the business of a foreign insurance company is endangered, or if 
the foreign company acts in contravention of an order of the 
Government, the Goverrment may order that the prosecution of 
the business be suspended or the representative be removed. 

Art. 5.—Whenever a foreign insurance company makes an 
inventory and a balance-sheet, it must without delay submit it to 
the Government, together with a business report, an account of 
profits and losses, and its proposals as to the distribution of the 

rofits. 

‘ Art. 6.—A foreign insurance company which has set up a branch 
office or an agency in Japan before the taking effect of the 
Commercial Code must, within six months from its taking effect, 
obtain the permission cf the Government. 

‘The provisions of Art. 95 (2) of the Law concerning the 
operation of the Commercial Code apply correspondingly to such 
foreign companies. 

_The provisions of Arts. 126 (1.) 134 (1 and 2) and 135 of the Law 
concerning non-contentious matters apply correspondingly when 
a foreign insurance company is forbidden to carry on its business. 

Art. 7.—The provisions of Arts. 1, 2, and 5 of this law and 
of Articles 98 101 of the Law concerning the operation of the 
Commercial Code apply correspondingly to foreign insurance 
companies which have established a branch office or an agency in 
Japan before the taking effect of the Commercial Code. 

The above ordinances take effect from the day when the Com- 
mercial Code takes effect. 


‘ 
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XIX.—THE BUSINESS TAX LAW OF JAPAN, 


The following is a translation of the text of the Japanese 
“Business Tax Law” in force in Japan as amended by Law 
No. 32 of lst March, 1899 :— 

Article 1—The business tax shall be levied on persons carry- 
ing on the following businesses :— 

The selling of goods, banking, insurance, money-lending, 
the letting to hire of goods, manufacturing, transport, ware- 
housing, canal transport, landing-stages, docks, places for 
mooring vessels, jetties for landing goods, contracting for build- 
ing or other work of construction, contracting for the supply of 
labour, printing, photography, the letting on hire of rooms, 
inns, restaurants, agencies (including “Shiu-sen-gio”* and 
“ Dai-ben-gio”’*), middlemen, and brokers. 

Article 2.—By the business of selling goods, which is subject 
to the trade tax, is meant the establishment of a fixed shop, or 
other place of business, and the sale therein of goods by whole- 
sale or retail. 

The following businesses are also regarded as those of selling 
goods, although they do not come under the preceding clause :— 

1. The selling of goods by persons who, without having a 
fixed place of manufacture, and without hiring workpeople, have 
caused goods to be manufactured by supplying the raw material 
and paying the cost of workmanship. ‘ 

2. The sale of goods, principally by retail, by persons who, 
without having a fixed place of manufacture, make them in 
their shops. 

3. The procuring of food and rearing in places other than 
farms of domesticated animals and poultry, and the selling of 
these or of the eggs and milk, &c., preduced. 

4. The breeding and sale of fish and shell-fish. 

5. The sale of living things and plants, and of other things 
which are not generally termed goods. 

The business tax will not be levied in cases where the annual 
value of things sold is less than 1,000 yen. 

The sale, by persons carrying on the business mentioned in 
Article 4, of goods manufactured on the premises of the place 
of manufacture, and the establishment by them of a special 
place of business, and the sale therein by wholesale of the said 
manufactured goods, are not regarded as the business of selling 


Article 3.—By the business of money-lending and the busi- 
ness of letting goods on hire, which are subject to the tax, is 


* There is little, if any, difference between these, so far as the nature of the 

ness is concerned ; but the agency understood by the word “Shiu-sen” is often 

conducted by a company, while that expressed by the word “ Dai-ben”’ is limited 
to an individual, or to two or more acting in partnership. 
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meant the establishment of a fixed shop, or other place of 
business, and the lending of money and letting on hire of goods 
therein. The letting on hire of things which are not generally 
termed goods is included. 

Article 4.—By the business of manufacturing, which is sub- 
ject to the trade tax, is meant the establishment of a fixed 
place of manufacture, and the employment of workmen and 
labourers, and the manufacture therein, in whole or part, of 

oods. 
ns The supply of gas and electricity, the repair of instruments 
and machinery, the hulling and grinding of grain, dyeing and 
laundry work, are regarded as the business of manufacturing 
mentioned in the preceding clause. 

The trade tax will not be levied in cases where the capital 
employed is less than 500 yen, or where not more than two 
workpeople or labourers are continually employed. 

Article 5.—The transport, upon payment of freights or fees, 
of passengers or cargo, or the management thereof, is regarded 
as transport, and is subject to the trade tax. But the tax will 
not be levied in cases where the number of employees does not 
exceed two. 

Article 6.—The establishment of warehouses and the storage 
therein of goods upon payment of warehouse dues, or for re- 
muneration given under any other name, are regarded as the 
business of warehousing, and are subject to the trade tax. 

Article 7.—The trade tax will not be levied in cases of print- 
ing and photography where the number of regular workpeople 
or employees is not more than two, or in cases of contracting for 
building or other work of construction, and of contracting for 
the supply of labour, where the annual value of contract work 
is less than 1,000 yen. 

Article 8.—The letting on hire upon payment of rent, or for 
remuneration given under any other name, of guest-rooms or 
meeting-halls, is regarded as the business of letting rooms on 
hire, and is subject to the trade tax. But the tax will not be 
levied in cases where the hire of a building is less than 50 yen. 

Article 9—The business of inns, which is subject to the 
trade tax, is that in which, whether food and drink are supplied 
or not, guests are lodged for one-night or for a longer period, 
and three, or more than three, employees are kept. 

Article 10.—Restaurants subject to the business tax are 
those in which more than three employees are kept, in which 
guest-rooms are established and food and drink are sold. 

Article 11—The following business are not subject to the 
business tax :— 

1. The sale of stamps issued by the Government. ; 

2. The sale of minerals extracted from mines by the seller, 
or obtained by him indirectly. 

3. The manufacture, repair, or sale of weights and measures. 
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Article 12.—The basis and rates of assessment of the busi- 
ness tax are as follows :— 


Name of Business. 


Basis of Assessment. 


Rate of 
Assessment. 


Sale of goods... 


Banking ... 

Insurance 

Money-lending 
The letting on hire of goods 


Warehousing 


Manufacturing ... 
Printing ... 
Photography 


Transport 
Canal transport ... 
Landing-stages ... 
Docks... 


Places for mooring vessels 
Jetties for landing goods 
Contracting for building or 
other works of construction 
Contracting for the supply of 
labour ... 
The letting on hire of rooms 
Restaurants = 


Inns wok 

Agencios | 
Middlemen 
Brokers ... 


Value of goods sold 


Amount of rent of building ... 
Persons engaged in the business 


Amount of capital oe 
Amount of rent of building 
Persons engaged in the business 


Amount of capital “= on 
Amount of rent of building ... 
Persons engaged in the business 
Amount of capital 
Amount of reut of building ... 
Persons engaged in the business 
Work-people and labourers en- 

gaged in the business 


Amount of capital 
Persons engaged in the business 


Value of work contracted for ... 
Persons engaged in the business 


Amount of rent of building 
Persons engaged in the business 
Amount of rent of building 
Persons engaged in the business 


Amount of remuneration re- 
Persons engaged in tte business 


Wholesale 
Retail ... 
1 yen per head. 
2 
40 
000 
1 yen per head. 


Too 
1 yen per head. 
1 


oO 
40 


T000 
l yen per head. 


.| 30 sen per head. 


1 yen per heal. 


2 
lyen per head. 
1 yen per head. 
40 
1 yen per head. 


1 per cent. 
1 yen per head. 


Article 13.—Persons who are liable to taxation under this 
law shall draw up a statement giving the name of their business 
and the basis of assessment, and submit it to the Government 
not later than the 31st January in each year. Persons establish- 
ing a business shall make the report prescribed by this Article 
when the business is opened. 

When a business is closed the fact must be reported to the 


Government. 


Article 14.—If several businesses are carried on by the same 
person, the trade tax will be levied separately in accordance 
with the basis of assessment fixed by Article 12. If the persons 
constituting the basis of assessment are employed in more than 
one capacity, the tax will be calculated according to one onl 
of the bases of assessment; if the rates of assessment are dif- 
ferent, the highest will be taken. 
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Article 15.—In the case of businesses of selling goods, of 
contracting for building or other work of construction, of con- 
tracting for the supply of labour, of letting on hire of rooms, 
of inns, of restaurants, of agencies, of middlemen, and of 
brokers, the tax will be levied on each shop or place of business. 

Should there be several such shops or places of business, 
where the capital is divided, the tax will be levied separately, 
and where it is not divided the tax will be levied in one joint 
assessment. 

Norr.—But when there are several shops, or other places of 
business established both in Japan and abroad, if the capital is 
not divided, the amount of capital employed in each shop, or 
other place of business, in Japan, will be estimated, and the tax 
levied on the amount employed in each case in Japan alone. 

Article 16—The bases of assessment to be reported to the 
authorities shall be calculated in accordance with the following 
classification. In the case of newly-opened businesses these 
shall be determined by estimates : — 

1. The value of goods sold, the value of work contracted for, 
and the amount of remuneration received shall be fixed at the 
total amounts of the previous year. But in the case of business 
newly opened during the previous year, these shall be deter- 
mined by estimates. 

2. The amount of capital and the amount of rent of a building 
shall be fixed on the averages of the previous year. 

3. The number of persons engaged in a business shall be fixed 
by the greatest number employed at any time during the pre- 
vious year. 
< The method of calculating capital shall be fixed by Imrerial 

ecree. 

Article 17.—If it is considered that the amount of capital 
stated by a person engaged in business is incorrect, the Govern- 
ment may examine into the amount of his business receipts, 
and after deducting from this amount a suitable sum for busi- 
ness expenditure, fix the capital at twenty times as much as 
what remains. 

Article 18—The amount of rent of a building is regarded as 
corresponding to the rent of a shop or the rent of land and 
houses for business purposes. But premises which are occupied 
for the purpose of residence, or which are not directly used for 
business purposes, are, so long as they are situated in the same 
compound and serve the personal requirements of the occupant, 
included in the calculation as business premises. 

In cases where houses are rented, everything paid in con- 
nection with the lease by the hirer to the letter, under whatso- 
ever name, is included in the calculation of the amount of rent 
of the building. 

In cases where houses are not rented, the amount of rent of a 
building is fixed on the basis of the rents of houses in the 
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vicinity. If there are no rented houses which can be taken as 
a basis of comparison in the vicinity, the current value of the 
land and of the house will be calculated separately, and the 
amount of rent of the building in question will be fixed by 
adding together 5 per cent. of the former and 10 per cent. of 
the latter. The same rule will apply to rent-free houses. 

_ If it is considered that the amount of rent of a building stated 
by a person engaged in business is incorrect, the Government may 
fix the amount of rent according to the method explained in the 
preceding clause. 

Article 19.—All persons engaged in business, under whatso- 
ever designation, are counted as persons engaged in business. 
But a person’s family is not included. 

Article 20.—The trade tax is divided into two instalments, 
which are payable in May and November of each year. When 
a business is closed, tax not yet paid will be regarded as tax 
which has not been paid. 

Article 21—Persons establishing a new business shall pay 
the business tax from the commencement of the following year. 

Persons opening the following businesses shall not be called 
upon to pay the trade tax until three years, counted from the 
commencement of the following year, have expired. This rule 
may be extended to cases where persons have established busi- 
nesses prior to the operation of this Tax Law, and three years 
counted from the commencement of the year following such 
establishment have not yet expired :— 

Boating, insurance, warehousing, manufacturing, printing, 
transport, landing-stages, docks, and places for mooring vessels. 

Article 22.—A person who within the period of six months 
establishes a business which is the same as that carried on in 
the same place by his predecessor, shall pay the trade tax from 
the commencement of the month in which the business was 
established. 

Article 23.—If a business is continued, or if there are facts 
which lead to the inference that a business is being continued, 
the trade tax will be collected at the regular season from the 
person carrying on the business. 

Article 24.—When a business is closed, the tax will be col- 
lected up to the month of closure. If the business is continued 
Py _— the provisions of the preceding Article shall be fol- 
owed. 

Article 25.—If in cases coming under Articles 22 and 23 the 
predecessor was enjoying the benefit of the period mentioned 
in Article 21, this benefit shall be extended to his successor. 

Article 26.—If the Government consider that the statements 
of a person engaged in business are incorrect, and determine by 
calculation the amount of his capital or the amount of rent of 
his building, they shall notify the fact to the person in question. 
. Article 27.—If the calculation mentioned in the preceding 


f 
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Article is objected to, the objection may be stated within twenty 
days after the receipt of the notice, and a fresh examination 
be applied for. Under these circumstances, no delay for the 
payment of the tax will be granted by the Government. 

Article 28.—If objection is raised to the calculation of the 
amount of rent of a building as provided for in the 3rd clause 
of Article 18, the amount shall be fixed by means of appraisers. 
If the appraisements differ, an average will be taken. 

There shall be four appraisers, two of whom shall be appointed 
by the Government, and two by the Governor of the city or the 
chief official of the town or village in which the land and build- 
ings are situated. The expenses of the appraisement shall be 
borne by the tax-payer. 

The duties of the Governor and chief officials mentioned in 
the preceding clause shall be performed in cities where Special 
City Organisation exists by the Head of Urban Districts 
(Kucho), in places where the City Town and Village Organisa- 
tion (Shi-cho zon-sei) is not in force by the Mayors (Kocho), 
— in Okinawa Prefecture by the chief local officials (Yakusho- 
cho). 

Article 29.—In the following cases persons engaged in busi- 
ness may submit a statement of facts to the Government :— 

1. If the amount of capital, the value of goods sold, the value 
of work contracted for, the amount of remuneration received, or 
the amount of rent of a building which serves as the basis of 
assessment is reduced by more than one-half. 

2. If the number of persons engaged in the business which 
serves as the basis of assessment is reduced to less than half the 
number reported. 

Article 30.—If, as a consequence of the representation men- 
tioned in the preceding Articles, it is considered by the Govern- 
ment necessary, on reference being made to the actual condition 
of the person engaged in business, to reduce the business tax, 
the levying of the tax may be delayed until January of the 
following year. 

Article 31—-The Government may meet the representation 
mentioned in Article 26 by instituting, in January of the fol- 
lowing year, an examination into the basis of assessment, and, 
if the representation is found to come under any of the follow- 
ing cases, may reduce the tax :— 

1. If the value:of goods sold, the value of work contracted 
for, or the amount of remuneration received which serves as the 
basis of assessment, is less than half of the total amounts of 
previous years, or if the amount of capital or the amount of 
rent of a building which serves as the basis of assessment is 
less than half the average amounts of previous years. 

2. If the number of persons engaged in the business which 
serves as the basis of assessment is less, at the time when the 
greatest number is employed, than half the number reported. 
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In cases where the basis of assessment is thus reduced below 
the lowest limit fixed for taxation, the tax will nevertheless be 
levied proportionately. 

Article 32.—The persons engaged in the businesses mentioned 
in Article 1 shall keep books in order to show the purchase, 
sale, receipt, letting on hire and transport of goods, the number 
of persons engaged in the business, and the money received and 
expended in connection with their business, and shall enter in 
these books all facts relating to their business. 

Article 33.—Tax collectors may inspect the books and com- 
modities which are connected with a business, and may also 
put questions to the person engaged in the business. 

Article 34.—Persons who fail to make the report mentioned 
in Article 13, or make a false report, or wilfully omit to make 
the entries in their books which are prescribed by Article 32, 
or make false entries, shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than 1 yen, and not more than 1 yen 95 sen. Those who evade 
payment of the tax shall be punished by a penalty of thrice the 
amount of the tax evaded, or by a fine. 

Article 35.—In the case of persons committing infringements 
of this Tax Law, the provisions of the criminal code relating 
to the condonations of offences, the reduction of penalties, the 
increase of penalties for offences which are repeated, and the 
concurrence of several offences, will not be applied. 

Article 36.—A supplementary tax, not exceeding in amount 
one-fifth of the trade tax payable under this Law, may be levied 
in Prefectures upon persons engaged in business who are liable 
under this Law to taxation. But Prefectural and local taxes 
cannot be levied in addition to this supplementary tax. 

Supplementary Clauses. 

. Article 37—This Tax Law shall come into force on the Ist 
January, 1897. 

_ Article 38.—Prefectural and local taxes belonging to the 
financial year 1896 are not subject to the provisions of Article 
36 


- Business upon which the Prefectural and local taxes belong- 
ing to the financial year 1896 have been levied will, so far as the 
year 1897 is concerned, be subject only to three-fourths of the 
annual trade tax. 

Article 39.—The season for payment of the trade tax, which 
is fixed by Article 20 in May, will, for this year only, be 
altered to July. 
' Article 40.—The provisions of the note attached to the second 
clause of Article 15 extend to cases where there are several 
shops or other places of business, established both in places 
where this Law is, and in places where it is not in force. 


4 

4 
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XX—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF GAMBIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an ordinance 
passed by the Legislative Council of the Colony of Gambia, 
fixing the tariff of Customs duties to be levied on goods im- 
ported into the colony and protectorate as stated below. The 
ordinance came into force on the 30th June, 1899 :— 


Tarif’ of Import Duties. 


Articles. 
‘ £s. d. 
Coffee, raw... ees per 100 lbs. | 5 O 
Guapowder ... seo (perdb. Or Ot 
Guns and rifles— 
Other firearms ... 0 4 0 
Malt liquor ... ..per imp. galls| 0 1 Q 
Oils, cooking and edible, in bulk in pack kages ‘of not 
less than 20 galls. a Pe 0 0 6 
Oils, paint and turps, kerosine, and other burning oils 
not being edible ats 00 3 
Spirits— 
Sweetened ... per imp. gall.| 0 2 0 
Unsweetened ... ... per proof gal.| 0 3 
Brandy ... ote imp gall. 03 0 
Tobacco— 
Cigars and cigarettes ... ” 7 2 0 
Unmatufactured 00 83 
Wines— 
Claret in bulk, in packages of not less than 20 galls. 
each .. ... imp. gall. 010 
Claret. in bottles or other packages of less than 
20 galls. each.. Ae Fs 020 
All other 020 
An ad valorem duty of five per cent, on allother gools. 


The following articles are admitted free of duty, viz. :— 

Animals, all sorts. 

Birds, including poultry; boats—canoes, lighters, steam 
launches, &c.; books—printed, including maps, and all printed 
matter, except ruled books or forms; bullion. 

Carts and waggons, used for agricultural purposes; coals, 
coke and patent fuel; coin, current in the colony. 

Drawings, paintings, engravings, lithographs, and photo- 
graphs. 

Fish, fresh; fruit. 

Hay ‘and straw, 

Ice, and all fresh provisions on ice. 

Meat, fresh; machines (not bicycles) set in motion by hand 
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or any power; mills, for grinding, sawing, raising water, or 
any such as are set in motion by electricity, steam, horse, wind 
or water power, and all parts of the said mills; manures, all 
sorts. 

Oil cake, and other prepared food for cattle and animals. 

Packages, in which goods are ordinarily imported ; pipes, for 
conveying fluids; plants, growing, and seeds for planting; 
ploughs, harrows, cultivators, clod crushers, and other farming 
implements; pumps, for raising water. 

Scientific and surgical instruments and apparatus; speci- 
mens, illustrative of natural history, mineralogy, botany, &c. ; 
steam engines, or any part of a steam engine. 

Tombstones, turtle. 

Vegetables, fresh. 

Wire fencing, iron fencing, standards for the same, tomb 
railings. 

Also: Passengers’ baggage, consisting of wearing apparel 
and personal effects, such as jewellery, brushes and combs, in- 
tended for the personal use of such passenger, but not spirits, 
wines, liqueurs, tobacco, provisions, scent, and other articles 
included in such baggage. Provided always that duty shall not 
be charged on any spirits or scent not exceeding one half-pint 
of either, or on any cigars, cigarettes, or tobacco, not exceeding 
in the aggregate one pound in weight, included in a passenger’s 
baggage. Deck chairs and bedding used by the passenger 
during the voyage. 

Articles of every description imported for the use of the 
Colonial Government, articles of every description imported by 
the officer administering the government for his personal use. 

War Department and Admiralty—All non-consumable 
articles such as furniture, plate, glass, or cutlery, for the sole 
use of any mess or canteen belonging to officers or sergeants of 
Her Majesty’s Army when certified by the officer commanding 
the corps having such mess or canteen, and such certificate is 
countersigned by the officer commanding the troops that the 
same are imported solely for the use of any such mess or can- 
teen, or an understanding that none of the articles shall be sold 
in the colony. 

Arms, accoutrements, and uniforms the property of officers 
of Her Majesty’s Army, Navy, or Civil Service imported by such 
officers for their personal use on duty as required by the regu- 
lations of their respective services. 

Articles of every description imported for the sole use of any 
mess or officer, or any of the crew of any of the ships of Her 
Majesty’s squadron on the Coast of Africa, upon proof being 
made to the satisfaction of the governor that the same are bond 
fide imported for the sole use of any such mess, officer, or crew, 
and on an undertaking that none of the articles shall be sold in 
the colony. 


. 
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Telegraph materials—All bond fide telegraph materials 
landed for the use of the African Direct Telegraph Company. 

Educational appliances.—Copy-books, ruled books, stationery, 
school furniture and appliances, when imported by the manager 
of a school and certified by him as being solely intended for 
educational purposes. 

Consulates.—Official goods imported for the use of consulates. 

Unmanufactured African produce, not liable to a specific 
duty. 

Subject to certain provisions, drawback is to be allowed upon 
all wines, brandies, spirits (other than sweetened spirits), to- 
bacco, guns, or gunpowder exported from the colony on which 
duties shall have been paid, or bond shall have been given for 
the payment of the same, to the full amount of the duty which 
has been paid or secured upon the article exported. The 
drawback is payable by the Colonial Treasurer after the ex- 
piration of six calendar months from the date of the exporta- 
tion of the goods upon which it is claimed. 

No duties are to be payable on goods imported from the colony 
into the protectorate, nor on any goods returned from the pro- 
tectorate to the colony, on which import duty has already been 
paid, nor on any article of native manufacture or produce 
imported from the protectorate into the colony. 


XXI.-THE AFRICAN LIQUOR TRAFFIC CONVENTION. 


The following International Convention in the Liquor Traffic in 
Africa was signed at Brussels on the 8th June last by the 
Plenipotentiaries of Germany, Belgium, Spain, the Congo State, 
France, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Italy, Portugal, Russia, 
Sweden and Norway, and Turkey. 

Article 1.—From the coming into force of the present Convention, 
the import duty on spirituous liquors, as that duty is regulated by 
the General Act of Brussels, shall be raised throughout the zone 
where there does not exist the system of total prohibition provided 
by Article XCJ. of the said General Act, to the rate of 70 fr. the 
hectolitre at 50 degrees centigrade for a period of six years. 

It may, exceptionally, be at the rate of 60 fr. only the hectolitre 
at 50 degrees centigrade in the Colony of Togo and in that of 
Dahomey. 

The import duty shall be augmented proportionally for each 
degree above 50 degrees centigrade; it may be diminished 
proportionally for each degree below 50 degrees centigrade. 

At the end of the above-mentioned period of six years, the 
import duty shall be submitted to revision, taking as a basis the 
results produced by the preceding rate. 
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The Powers retain the right of maintaining and increasing the 
duty beyond the minimum fixed by the present article in the 
regions where they now possess that right. 

Article 2.—In accordance with Article XCIII. of the General 
Act of Brussels, distilled drinks made in the regions mentioned 
in Article XCII. of the said General Act, and intended for 
consumption, shall pay an excise duty. 

This excise duty, the collection of which the Powers undertake 
to insure as far as possible, shall not be lower than the minimum 
import duty fixed by Article 1 of the present Convention. 

Article 3.—It is understood that the Powers who signed the 
General Act of Brussels, or who have adhered to it, and who are 
not represented at the present Conference, preserve the right of 
adhering to the present Convention. 

Article 4.—The present Convention shall bis ratified within the 
shortest possible period, and such period shall not in any case 
exceed one year. 

Each Power shall address its ratification to the Government of 
His Majesty the King of the Belgians, which shall give notice 
thereof to all the other Powers signatory of the present Conven- 
tion. The ratifications of all the Powers shall be deposited in the 
archives of the Kingdom of Belgium. 

As soon as all the ratifications have been produced, or at latest 
one year after the signature of the present Uonvention, their 
deposit shall be reported in a protocol which shall be signed by 
the representatives of all the Powers who shall have ratified. 

A certified copy of this protocol shall be addressed to all the 
Powers interested. 

Article 5.—The present Convention shall come into force in all 
the possessions of the contracting Powers situated in the zone 
defined by Article XC of the General Act of Brussels on the 
thirtieth day after the date of the preparation of the protocol of 
deposit mentioned in the preceding Article. 
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XXII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Tariff Classifications. 


According to a despatch received through the Foreign Office 
the Russian Tariff Circular, No. 11,664, of the 14th/26th ult., 
provides that tricycles and quadricycles with seats forming 
part of their general construction shall be cleared under section 
173, point 3, of the tariff; duty, Rs. 18 per piece, with an 
addition of 20 per cent. in accordance with the observation to 
the above section if the seats have upholster finish. 

Seats attached independently to the wheels and frame shall 
be dutiable, separately from the cycles, under the corresponding 
point of section 173. 

Mechanical motors for the above cycles shall be cleared in 

accordance with the provisions laid down in the Circular of the 
Department, No. 17,941, of the 28th August/9th September, 
1898—viz., under section 167; duty from Rs. 6.48 to Rs. 2.10 
per poud. 
_ Circular No. 11,997, of the 16th/28th June of the current year 
provides that glass work, prepared in size and appearance to 
resemble real precious stones possessing a polished surface or 
cut in facets, shall pay duty as artificial precious stones, dutiable 
under section 67 of the Customs Tariff (duty, Rs. 4.50 per poud). 
The latter circular also provides that work ornamented with 
real or_imitation precious stones according to the foregoing 
definition shall pay duty as trinkets dutiable in accordance with 
section 55 of Circular No. 6,238, of the 26th March/7th April, 
1899, under section 215, point 1, of the Customs Tariff 
(duty, Rs. 2.70 per poud). 

In modification of the decision of the Council of the Empire 
of the 25th May/6th June, 1898, respecting the conditions of 
importation from abroad of some agricultural machines and 
implements, it has been now decided by that Council that com- 
pound steam threshers, with drum beaters, of which the length 
of beaters shall not be less than 4 feet 3 inches, and with drum 
ek of not less than 40 inches in length, shall be admitted duty 
ree. 

Tariff Modifications. 


In accordance with the terms of a decree, which was signed 
by the Emperor on the 7th June last, the following modifica- 
tions have been introduced in the Customs Tariff of Russia :— 

Articles 110 and 148 of the General Tariff for European 
trade have been revised as follows :— 

Article 110.—Salts of gold, silver, and platinum. 

1. Salts of gold (including gold purple), salts of platinum 
5 and of platinised metals, Rs. 12 per poud. 
2. Salts of silver.of all kinds, Rs. 100 per poud. 
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Article 148.—Gold, silver, platinum, and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom. 

1. Gold in ingots or bars and leaves (excluding those enu- 
merated in section 5 of this article), free. 

2. Gold employed in the manufacture of various articles— 
gold, jewellery without precious stones, as well as 
jewellery with imitation stones and pearls, Rs. 66 per 
Russian pound, 

3. Silver as well as alloys thereof (including alloys of 
gold and silver), containing more than two parts of 
silver, of the total weight of the metal, in ingots, 
powder, or in bars and leaf (exclusive of those 
enumerated in section 5 of this article), Rs. 3 per 
Russian pound. 


(Note-——The Customs duty provided for in the above section 
is leviable at the European and Asiatic frontier of the Empire. 
At the frontier of those countries with which special treaties 
are in force, it is leviable in conformity with the terms of 
these treaties.) 

4. Silver worked up in various ways (and even when gilt), 
silver jewellery (gilt or not) ornamented with any 
kind of stones, real or imitation, Rs. 9 per Russian 

und. 7 

5. Gold and silver in thin sheets, weighing, in the case of 
gold, 90 doli* for every 100 square inches at least, and 
in the case of silver 48 doli* at least, including the 
weight of the covering wrapper, Rs. 7.50 per Russian 
pound. 

6. Trimmings and embroideries of gold, silver, and Dutch 
metal, gold and silver drawn, ribbons with threads of 
gold, silver, or Dutch metal, Rs. 10.80 per Russian 

ound. 

7. Dutch metal, drawn or spun, spangles, &., Rs. 3 per 
Russian pound. 


(Note.—Dutch metal, drawn or spun, is that which is com- 
posed of metals other than precious metals, but which contgin 
2 per cent. of gold or silver, of the total weight of the metal.) 

8. Platinum, in bars, in threads, and leaves, and articles 
manufactured of platinum, Rs. 30 per Russian pound. 


Article 138 of the Customs Tariff is supplemented as fol- 
lows :— 

Ores containing more than half per cent. of silver pay an 
addition to the duty fixed by the present article (No. 138), and 
by the notes 1 and 2, which are annexed thereto, a supple- 
mentary tax of 1 rouble 20 copecks for each 1 per cent, of pure 
silver contained in a poud. 


* 1 Dola = .68574 grains, 
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Import Duties on Tea. 


A despatch, dated 12th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, re- 

orting that, according to a decision of the Council of the 

mpire, passed on the 4th/16th June, 1899, and published in 
the Bulletin of Laws of the 25th June/7th July, 1899, the fol- 
lowing alterations under the Russian Customs Tariff in respect 
of the duty payable on tea are decreed :— 

1. Brick tea, black and green, imported into Russia across 
the European frontier to pay duty at the rate of Rs. 11.25 per 
poud (former duty, Rs. 31.50 per poud). 

2. Black, flower, green, and yellow teas imported at the 
frontiers of the Steppe, Irkutsk and Cis-Amur Governor- 
Generalships to pay duty at the rate of Rs. 22.50 per poud 
(former duty Rs. 19.50 per poud). 

With the completion of the Russian lines of rail to the 
Pacific the rates of duty on tea will be subject to further con- 
sideration. 


Pilotage Dues. 


The United States Consul-General reports, from St. Peters- 
burg, as follows :— : 

The Russian Government has raised the pilotage for steamers 
and sailing ships trading@with Cronstadt and St. Petersburg 
from 60 copecks per foot draft to 6 copecks per register ton 
from and to sea. The difference is considerable, amounting to 
60 roubles* for a steamer of 1,500 tons loading or discharging 
in Cronstadt, and 120 roubles if such steamer goes up to St. 
Petersburg. 


Russta—Trans-Casp1An ReGcion anp Bokwara. 
Tariff Modifications. 


A despatch, dated 26th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, re- 
porting that, in substitution of the regulations hitherto exist- 
ing in regard to the importation of foreign products into the 
Trans-Caspian Region and Bokhara, the Minister of Finance, 
by order dated the 18th March, 1899, and promulgated in the 
Bulletin of Laws of the 3rd/15th July last, has notified that 
food products required by the population, and other articles 
of domestic use enumerated in a list to be confirmed by the 
Minister of Finance, are to be admitted into the above region 


* Rouble=2s, 13d, 


ane 
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and Khanate duty free. The articles to be thus imported prelimi- 
narily are specified as consisting of all cereals in grain, flour of 
every kind, fresh vegetables of all descriptions, fresh fruit and 
berries, fodder of all kinds, fresh and sour milk, curds (fresh 
and dried), Asiatic cheese, dairy butter, all domestic fowls, 
eggs, game, horned cattle, donkeys, mules, camels, timber 
material, charcoal and wood. 


Norway. 
Wine re-exported in bond from England. 


A despatch dated 22nd July has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Stockholm reporting that certificates 
of origin are no longer demanded by the Norwegian Custom 
House in the case of wines re-exported in bond from England to 
Norway. . In case of suspicion of falsification, however, the wine is 
to be submitted to analysis by order of the Customs Department. 

The question of the demand for certificates formerly made by the 
Norwegian Customs, it is stated, had its origin some three years 
ago, when some, so called, Spanish ‘“ Landsvin,” was brought to 
Norway, and being found to be above the regulation alcoholic 
strength, was re-exported to a neighbouring port, where the wine 
was duly diluted with river water and brought back again. This 
being found out, subsequently, led to the precaution on the part of 
the Norwegian Customs of exacting certificates of origin for wine 
on importation. 


NETHERLANDS. 
Regulations for Refineries in respect of Molasses and Treacle. 


A despatch, dated 18th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, enclosing copy 
and translation of a Royal Decree enacting further regulations 
for refineries in regard to molasses and treacle. In the Royal 
Decree of the 11th July, 1899, the word “it” has been sub- 
stituted for the sentence “refinery worked without steam.” 
The article will therefore read as follows :— 

“In regard to the treacle referred to in the above clause, the 
refining point must, at the utmost, be 90 degrees if it is not of 
a lighter colour than the standard laid down by the Minister 
of Finance.” 


Grermany—Unitep Kincpom. 
Most-Favoured-Nation Treatment extended to United Kingdom 
until further Notice. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, reporting 
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that the following notification has been issued by the German 
Government :— 

“On the basis of the Law of Ist July, 1899, the Bundesrath 
have resolved that the decree published in the notification of 
11th June, 1898, by which those advantages are granted to the 
subjects and products of Great Britain and Ireland, as well as 
to those of the British colonies and foreign possessions, with 
the exception of Canada, which are accorded by the Empire to 
the subjects and products of the most-favoured nation, shall 
remain in force beyond 30th July, 1899, until further notice.” 

The above notification, dated the 7th July last, is signed for 
the Imperial Chancellor by Count Posadowsky. 


Provisional Customs Arrangements. 


The “ Ostasiatische Lloyd” publishes the provisional Customs 
arrangements for the German territory at Kiao-Chow. With 
the exception of opium, arms, powder, and explosives, all goods 
are admitted duty free. Both foreign and Chinese articles not 
provided with Chinese Customs certificates must pay the 
Chinese import duty provided by treaty on their import into the 
hinterland from the German territory. Chinese articles pro- 
vided with certificates pay half that duty on their import into 
the hinterland. Chinese products from the hinterland pay full 
duty on export. Articles produced within the German limits 
and accompanied by certificates of origin pay no duty on ship- 
ment at Tsintau. 


FRANCE. 
Excise Duty on Beer. 


The finance law of 1899, promulgated on the 31st May last, 
has introduced certain modifications into the regulations affect- 
ing the production of beer in France. For the old duty (faze 
de fabrication) levied on the volume of the mash tuns, in 
taking as a basis the capacity of the boilers, has been sub- 
stituted a duty of 50'centimes for each “ hectolitre degree” of 
worts—that is to say, for each hectolitre of worts of the 
densimeter over 100 (density of water) at a temperature of 15 
degrees Centigrade. The number of degrees dutiable is the 
result of the multiplication of the density of the wort by its 
volume. Thus, 40 hectolitres of worts at the density of 4.5 degrees 
represent 180 “hectolitre degrees” on which duty is to be 
assessed. If the yield of the taxation during the first twelve 
months of the application of the new law falls below the sum 
c 
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of 27,420,000 francs (1,096,800/.), which represents the antici- 
pated normal revenue from this source, the rate of taxation will 
be raised, or proportionately reduced, in such a manner as to 
ensure an amount at least equal to the estimate as given above. 

The duty of 50 centimes per hectolitre degree, being the 
equivalent of the old tax, the quota of the Customs duty levied 
on beer of foreign origin has not suffered any modification. 
Such beer may, after clearance at the Customs, be introduced 
into the interior of the country under the same conditions as 
formerly. 


France—NeEw CALEDONIA. 
“ Octrot de Mer.” 


The dilening modified list of duties on certain articles of 
commerce entering New Caledonia (voted by the Conseil- 
Général on 9th and 10th May, 1898, and approved by decree of 
5th February, 1899) has cee published in a report of the 
British Consul in New Caledonia (loreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,300) :— 


Articles. Duty. 
Tinned meats of all sorts,except beef... oe Per 1€0 kilos., net 6 0 
Condensed milk, with or without sugar ... o> ee " 8 0 
Cheese, hard ... 15 0 
Cod, ling and herrings, smoked or dried ... isi xe m 4 0 
Tinned fish, marinated or otherwise preserved ... we . 6 0 
lobster and cray-fish... 10 0 
Sugar refined, tablets, loaf and candy ane i aa ” 5 0 
fon-bons and candied fruits 20 0 
Sweet biscuits and chocolates 15 0 
Tea 10 0 
Olive, linseed, colza, and other oils, and turps ; ses < 6 0 
Wine in cask, containing 228 litres... ca obs .. 228 litres 6 50 
}-cask containing 114 litres. | 3 25 
Beer, in cask and case hectolitre 15 0 
Cement.. AS 5A ane 100 kilos., net 0 60 
Coal, coke 0 12 
Kerosene, mineral oils ‘and naphtha ‘(for lighting) = * 6 0 
Paper and cards and fancy statiohery ... 6 0 
Playing cards ... ee 200 0 
Iron, drawn, in bars, angle and Us “axle and tire-iron or 
Hoop-iron or steel... wat 2 0 
Iron and steel wire ... 2 0 
Iron, tinned, coppered, or zinced ... 2 0 
Pure copper, or alloyed with zinc or tin, i in n ingots, bars, 
&c., and bright polished or 
plated 10 0 
Tin, in pieces, ingots, bars, 20 0 
Alcohol, varnish, or turps varnish . 0 


Aug. 1899.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


Articles. Duty 
Fr. ¢ 
Medical substances... “as ... ad valorem 10 p.c 
Candles of all sorts ... ...100 kilos. net} 10 0 
Pottery, delf and porcelain 20 0 
Mirrors less than }-metre square, sttperficial ” 20 0 
Window and door panes 2t 0 
Twine and cordage of all kinds 7 0 
Linen, flax, and ramie fabrics ” 20 0 
Floor cloth and linoleum... ” 8 0 
Table linen, damaske:d or not A ” 20 0 
Jute bags ” 3 50 
Cotton, canvas, “and linen goods ‘for men or women’s 
clothing 
Unbleached ... is 30 0 
Bleached and manufactured. with white thread . a 36 0 
Printed and coloured fabrics with coloured thread PA 42 0 
Cotton goods of all kinds, coverlets, hosiery of cotton or 
Cotton oil-cloths eA ” 8 0 
Cotton tissues, mixed, where ‘the cotton predominates, in 
pieces, &e... 45 0 
Woollen tissues, ‘mixed, in pieces, &e. 90 0 
 coverlets, &c.. 20 0 
Woollen tissues, mixed, where the wool predominates i in 
pieces, &c. .-. 100 kilos., net} 45 0 
Silk fabrics of all kinds, where the silk predominates in 
pieces, &c... ove ” 300 0 
Jewellery and gold and silversmith’s ‘work ad valorem 10 p.c, 
Musical and clockwork instruments. 
Pieces of steam machinery for locomotives ‘and or ans, ke. 190 kilos., net 5 0 
Machinery and organs ” 5 0 
Iron or steel wire netting ... 9 4 50 
Perforated sheets, iron, copper, tin, zine, and other metals x 4 50 
Cast-iron and steel, not worked ... = 1 50 
Anchors, cables, chains, wire-rope, ‘in iron 
Tron and wire nails .., 2 0 
» OF wire screws, bolts, hinges, and hooks of all kinds » 
with nuts, rivets, &c. ... ooo ose ” 5 
Tubing in iron, steel, copper, and brass... ” | 60 
» and other works in lead 4 0 
All kinds of zine work ove ” , 10 0 
Fire-arms ove oe | 60 0 
Musicalinstruments ... valorem | 10 p.e. 
Hats, straw and other fibres ... 100 kilos. net | 30 0 
Velocipedes and pieces of same | 100 0 
Carriages, for railways eco eos | 4 50 
Felt and woollen hats Bach 0 50 
Silk hats ° | 050 
Corsets .. 1 0 
Matches and match-wood ove cm ‘te sed Per 100 kilos, neti 50 0 


France—East AFRICA. 
Taxes in French Somaliland. 


A despatch, dated 7th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, stating that 


c2 


196 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [Aug. 1899. 


the following are the principal taxes imposed in French Somali- 
land from the 1st May last. 

~ Five per cent. on the rental value of houses inhabited by 
Europeans, payable half-yearly in advance. 

Native huts are taxed at the rate of 5 centimes per square 
metre, equal to a payment of 3 francs per year, which must be 
made in one sum during the first quarter. 

The tax on alcohols and liquors varies from 30 centimes to 
1 frane per litre, wines in casks 5 centimes per litre, in bottles 
10 centimes per bottle, while champagne and other sparkling 
wines pay 25 centimes per litre or bottle. Shopkeepers and 
retailers are subject to a “ patente” tax of 50 francs half-yearly, 
payable in advance; while merchants will pay a tax varying 
from 100 to 150 frances. The highest “ patente” tax, amounting 
to 200 francs, would be paid by the railway company. 

An import duty is placed on dates, dourah, flour, rice, barley, 
wheat, and maize, and an export duty on animals and hides, but 
the latter when exported to France are exempted. 

Shipping dues are also established, and are applicable to all 
kinds of native seacraft. 

There is also a slaughtering tax, amounting to 2 frances for 
a camel, 1 franc for an ox, and 20 centimes for a goat or a 
sheep. 

Business transactions between natives are subjected to a tax 
of 5 per cent., on the amount of each operation. 

Coolies engaged to emigrate for work outside the Protec- 
torate are taxed at the rate of 5 francs, as are also natives 
engaged to serve on merchant vessels, and 1,franc per native 
will be levied on those employed as stokers on mail steamers, 
while the charge for passports delivered to natives is fixed at 
20 franes. 


Sparn, 
Opening of a New Port for the Shipment of Licorice. 
According to a despatch received through the Foreign Office, 
Coria del Rio, on the Guadalquivir, has been declared a port 
open for the shipment of licorice for Spain and abroad. 


Tariff Classifications. 


According to a Royal Order published in the “Gaceta de 
Madrid,” ornamented hairpins and combs, under number 340 of 
the Customs Tariff, will be those of horn, celluloid, and the 
analogous materials included under the same number, decorated 
with spangles, metal, precious stones, embossed or pierced work. 

Other hairpins and combs will be considered common or 
plain, and will be assessed for Customs duties under No. 343. 

Scabbards and sword hilts of iron, steel, copper, and tin for 
side arms will be assessed for Customs duties as portions of 
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_side arms, under No. 66 of the tariff, and when of other classes 
or materials, under the number in the tariff which corresponds 
_to the material they are manufactured of. 

With regard to the assessment of hair yarn waste for Customs 
_ duties, the waste assessed under No. 162 of the Customs 
Tariff is now permitted to be one metre in length, instead of 
20 centimetres. 


Duty on Safety Pins. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a Spanish Royal Order relating to the duty on 
safety pins, as follows :— 

1. Safety pins made of iron or tin wire will be assessed for 
duty in the future under No. 63 of the Customs Tariff when 
they are plain and without decorations. 

2. When they have decorations they will be assessed under 
No. 340. 

3. Those made of gold or silver will continue to be assessed 
under Nos. 21 or 22, in accordance with their class. 


Budget for 1898-99. 


A despatch, dated Ist July last, has been received at th 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, reporting 
that a Royal Decree, dated 30th June last, extends, until other- 
wise provided by law, the Budget approved on 28th June, 1898, 
for the financial year 1898-99, with the amendments introduced 
into it by subsequent legislation. 

The tables appended to the above-mentioned Royal Decree 
estimate the expenditure for the new financial year at 
873,382,439 pesetas (34,935,297/.), as against 868,479,422 
pesetas (34,739,177/.), the amount voted for 1898-99, and the 
revenue at 847,816,890 pesetas (33,912,675/.), as against 
865,816,890 pesetas (34,632,675/.), the estimate for 1898-99. 

A Royal Order, dated 30th June, abolishes the special war 
surcharge established by Article 5 of the Royal Decree of 29th 
June 1898, in accordance with the additional article of the 
Budget Law of 28th June, 1898, but maintains in force the 
surcharges connected with the transitory tax referred to in 
Article 6 of the said Law. 


Sparn—JAPan. 
Tariff Regulations. 

The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador 
in Madrid, copy and translation of a Royal Order, published in 
the “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 17th July last, as follows :— 

The Spanish Minister in Tokio, having forwarded a com- 
munication to the effect that from 17th July the maximum 
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tariff in Customs duties was to be applied to the Spanish mer- 
chandise imported into Japan, a Royal Order has been issued 
to the effect that all Japanese merchandise arriving at the 
ports or frontiers of Spain is now to be assessed for Customs 
duties under the first or maximum column of the Customs 
Tariff. 


Iraty. 
Free Use of Paint on Ships in Port. 


According to a despatch received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Embassy in Rome, the Italian Customs Administration, 
in order to mitigate the consequences that arise in actual prac- 
tice from the rigorous observance of the Customs regulations 
with reference to the use on ships in Italian ports of paint which 
has not paid duty, has arranged that, in cases where only small 
quantities of paints, greases, oils, and similar substances are 
taken from the ordinary stores which ships carry with them, 
and used in ports of call for the upkeep and cleaning of the said 
ships, the Royal Customs shall abstain from preventing their 
free consumption for such objects in port, regarding such con- 

sumption as taking place on vessels at sea. 

At the same time it is to be understood that if a vessel, 
apart from ordinary upkeep, as above indicated, should have 
to be subjected to repairs of such a nature as to necessitate the 
work of cleaning or of any other kind being carried out in 
dock or in a shipbuilding yard, neither paints, oils, greases, nor 
other substances of any kind whatsoever of foreign origin could 
= employed without having first passed through the Customs 
House. 


AUSTRIA—HUNGARY. 
Tariff Modifieations. 


A despatch dated 22nd July last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna reporting that 
the following alterations in the Austro-Hungarian Customs tariff 
have been decreed by an Imperial Ordinance dated the 17th July. 


Class IV.— Sugar now reads :— Duty 
Tariff No. 17. Raw sugar— Per 100 kilos, 
(a) Below Dutch standard, No. 19 ... 6 fis, 
(6) From and above such standard .., a 
No. 18. Refined sugar ... 
No. 19. Sugar solutions— 
(a) Fit for human consumption 
(b) Unfit for human consumption... 


No. 20. Starch and fruit sugars ia @-y 


4 
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= D 
(a) Incasks ... 2 fis. 
(b) In bottles and jars... 7» 


No. 76. Spirituous liquors— 
(a) Liqueurs, punch, essences, and other 
spirits mixed with sugar, also 


arak, rum, and cognac ... 
(b) Spirits not above classified ae 44 ,, 
Class XXI.—Mineral oils and tars now 
reads :— 
No. 119. Raw— 


When unavailable for lighting purposes 
without distillation and refining... 3 fls. 50 krs. netto 
(Under this head—Raw oil of Roumanian origin, the density of 
which at a temperature of 12° R. exceeds 830 degrees when 
imported over the Roumanian frontier, but limited to a yearly 
maximum of 200,000 quintals per 100 kilos.—680 krs. netto.) 
No. 120. Raw— 
When available for lighting purposes 
without distillation or refining ... 4 fls. 60 krs. netto 
No. 121. Refined or half refined— 

(a) Heavy and dark, with a density 
exceeding 880 degrees ; also the 
refuse of mineral oil distillation 
and refining... 

(b) Heavy and yellow or reddish-yellow 
with a density exceeding 880 


3 fls. netto 


degrees ; also lubricating oils ... & fis. netto 
(c) Light—from and under 880 degrees 
of density 4 fls. 60 krs, netto 


In addition to the Customs duties here enumerated the respective 
Inland Consumption taxes (Verzehrunyssteuer) are also leviable on 
the importation of the afore-mentioned Articles. 

In the case of sugar this tax amounts to 19 florins per 100 kilcs. 

The Tariff charges above specified come into force as follows :— 

(a) Those relating to sugar on August Ist, 1899. 

(b) Those relating to spirituous liquors on September 
Ist, 1899. 

(c) The remainder on January Ist, 1900. 


STATES. 


Duty on Coal in Ballast. 

The “Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) re- 
ports that the board of general appraisers has rendered a decision 
regarding the tariff on coal. The Cunard Steamship Company 
put extra coal aboard some of their ships at Liverpool, and in 
the port of Boston transferred such coal to other vessels of their 
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own: line. The coal was first transferred to barges, and then to 
the other ship, under the supervision of a Customs officer. The 
Collector at Boston assesséd a duty of 67 cents per ton of 28 
bushels, under the provision for bituminous coal in paragraph 
415 of the Customs Act. The agent of the line claimed that no 
duty should be levied, the coal being classed as “ sea stores” or 
“coal stores.” The Act, however, exempts only the coal stores 
of Américan vessels, and specially declares, moreover, that such 
coal must not be unloaded. The board now holds that coal 
used as ballast does not come under the head of “sea_stores,” 
and, further, that the determination as to whether there is an 
excessive amount of such stores rests entirely with the Collector, 
in conjunction with the naval officer of the port, where there is 
a naval officer. The board also decides that the transhipment 
of coal, described, is an ‘‘ unloading” and excludes it from the 
free list. The assessment duty is, therefore, affirmed. 


Unitrep Strates—Cvsa. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of two circulars of the Treasury Department of the United 
States, modifying the amended Customs Tariff for Cuba, as 
follows :— 

138. Tissues, plain, twilled, or damasked, weighing less than 
8 kilograms per 100 square metres, unbleached, half-bleached, 
or dyed in the piece, having :— 

Ter kilo. Duty. 
(a) Upto 8 threads ... oe ... net weight $0.10 


(>) From 9 to 12 threads a 0.14 
(c) From 15 to 16 threads vie - 0.20 
From i7 to 20 threads ... 0°35 
(e) 21 threads or more 0.60 


338. Hats known as “jipijapa,” 25 per cent. ad valorem. 
Free Entry of Cattle for Breeding Purposes. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a Tariff Circular of the United States Government, by 
which the Governor-General of Cuba is authorised to admit 
from time to time, but not after Ist July, 1900, free of duty, 
graded bulls and cows for breeding purposes, under such regu- 
lations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of Agriculture, 
to a total number of fifty thousand. 

Such cattle must be immune from the effects of the fever 
tick, and free from disease. 


Unitep States—Porto 
American Flag on Porto Rican and Philippine Vessels. 
A copy of the following executive order, relative to the right 
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granted to Porto Rican vessels to fly the United States flag, has 
been received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign 
Office : 

1. Officers of the Customs in the Island of Porto Rico, ceded 
to the United States by Spain, may issue a certificate of pro- 
tection entitling the vessel to which it is issued to the pro- 
tection and flag of the United States on the high seas and in 
all ports, if the vessel is owned by— 

(a) A citizen of the United States residing in Porto Rico; 

(b) A native inhabitant of Porto Rico upon taking the oath 
of allegiance to the United States; 

(c) A resident.of Porto Rico before 11th April, 1899, hitherto 
a subject of Spain, upon abjuring his allegiance to the Crown 
of Spain, and taking the oath of allegiance to the United States. 

2. The master and the watch officers of a vessel to which a 
certificate of protection is issued shall be citizens of the United 
States, or shall take the oath of allegiance to the United States, 
provided that the general commanding the forces of the United 
States in Porto Rico may, in his discretion in special cases, 
waive this reyuirement in whole or in part. 

3. Such certificate of protection shall entitle the vessel to 
the same privileges, and subject it to the same disabilities, as 
are prescribed in Article XX. of the Consular Regulations of 
1896 for American or foreign-built vessels transferred abroad to 
citizens of the United States. 

4. The form and manner of the issue of certificates of pro- 
tection provided for in this order shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of War. 

A similar order has been issued with regard to Philippine 
vessels. 


UnitEep States—Porto Rico. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign 
Office copy of two circulars of the War Department of the United 
States, modifying the amended Customs Tariff for Porto Rico, 
as follows :— 

139. Tissues, plain, twilled, or damasked, weighing less than 
10 kilograms per 100 square metres, unbleached, half-bleached, 
or dyed in the piece, having :— 

(a) Up to 8 threads Duty 10 per cent. ad valorem. 


(b) From 9 to 12 threads __,, 
(c) From 13 tol6threads ,, 10 _,, 
(d) From 17 to 20 threads ,, 
(e) 21 threads or more 


2891. Garden and other seeds not specially mentioned, and 
not assimilating to clover, flax, or timothy, 10 per cent. ad 
valorem. 
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St. Domrnco. 


Duties Payable in Gold. 


A report has been received by the United States Government 
from their Consul-General at Santo Domingo, dated 24th June, 
1899, to the effect that the Dominican Congress has passed an 
Act making the import duties payable in United States gold or 
in the current money of the Republic at the rate of 6 dollars 
for 1 dollar gold; formerly, the rate was two for one. The 
Act took effect on Ist July, 1899. 


VENEZUELA. 
New Customs Tariff. 

The Board of Trade have received thrcugh the Foreign Office 
copy of the new Customs Tariff of Venezuela, which is to come into 
force on lst September next. ‘The salient feature of this 
tariff is a general increase of 20 per cent. on imports. But some 
few articles, chiefly consisting of tools, &c., having been reduced 
a class, now pay less duty than they did under the old tariff. 
This also applies to a few articles of cotton manufacture. These 
changes are therefore beneficial to English manufactures. 

On the other hand, cotton and linen pillow-cases go up from the 
7th and 8th to the 9th class; paying now, therefore, instead of 
5 and 10 bolivars respectively, 24 bolivars per kilo. All sorts of 
thread and twine and one article of linen, ‘‘domestico de hilo,” 
have been increased one class from the 5th to the 6th, thus now 
paying, instead of 1.25 bolivars, 3 bolivars per kilo. Jewellery 
and watches which were in the 8th class are now in the 9th; they 
therefore, now pay 24 bolivars per kilo. instead of 10. These 
articles might possibly come from England, but the tariff would 
seem to fall heavily on certain imports from France. For instance, 
made-up cambric, tarlatan, and muslin goods, which chiefly come 
from France, are now put up from the 7th and 8th to the 9th 
class, in accordance with which they will pay 24 bolivars per kilo. 
Perfumery is also put up from the 5th to the 6th class. Firearms, 
complete or in pieces, other weapons, and cartridges, loaded or 
unloaded, and their accessories, which were formerly in the 7th 
class, paying 5 bolivars a kilo., are now put up to the 9th class, 
and pay 24 bolivars. The President, however, has made an 
exception to this in favour of revolvers and revolver cartridges ; 
the former of which will pay 12 bolivars a kilo. under the 8th class, 
and the latter 3 bolivars under the 6th class. 

The tariff may be seen in the original on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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CuILe. 


Raw Cotton and Cotton Machinery exempted from 
Customs Duties. 


According to a despatch received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Minister at Santiago, raw cotton and cotton machinery 
will, during the term of ten years, counting from the 9th 
January, 1899, be exempted from Customs duties on importa- 
tion into Chile. 


Britis Inp1a. 
Countervailing Duties on Sugar from Belgium. 

With reference to the notice on p. 575-6 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for May, 1899, the India Office, have issued a 
Customs Circular notifying that the additional duties on sugar* 
imported into British India from Belgium have been modified, 
and are to be as follows :— 


Additional 
Estimated bounties tee 


Kind of sugar. 
- granted in Belgium. | jevied in India. 


Per cwt. 

a. p. 

Raw sugar... 4,05 francs per 140 
100 kilograms. 

Refined sugar ... 4.60 francs per 0 
100 kilograms, 


Tariff Modifications. 


According to Customs Circulars received at the Board of 
Trade, through the India Office, the following tariff decisions 
have been notified by the Government of India:—Fittings 
of steel (such as bends, boots, elbows, tees, sockets, flanges, and 
the like) for steel pipes and tubes, shall be assessed to duty on 
importation at the rate at which steel pipes and tubes are 
assessed, viz., 1 per cent. ad valorem. 

Machinery (and compound parts thereof) for the casting of 
type, are exempted from import duty. The duty on tie bars 
of iron or steel is reduced from 5 per cent. to 1 per cent. ad 
valorem. 


St. HEeLena. 
Importation of Horses from South Africa. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, copy of a proclamation by the Governor of St. Helena 
to the effect that horses may now be again imported into that 
colony from South Africa. 


* The additional duties specified were fixed by Notification No. 2635 S.R., dated 
9th June, 1899, in modification of those originally fixed. 
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XXITI.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 
Norwecian Woop-Putr Inpustry. 


H.M. Consul-General at Christiania reports that, on the 

whole, the year 1898 cannot be considered a favourable one 
for the producers of wood-pulp. Notwithstanding that the 
exportation from Norway was heavier in 1898 than in any pre- 
ceding year, amounting to 22,877 tons dry and 246,535 tons 
wet, compared with 24,743 tons of the former and 230,575 tons 
of the latter in 1897, the increasing competition from Canada, 
who has shown herself a more powerful rival to Scandinavia 
than she has ever done hitherto, diminished the demand for the 
Norwegian article, and forced prices down. In consequence, 
millowners in Norway failed to reap the earnings they antici- 
pated at the beginning of the year. 
. The attention of the Scandinavian Wood-pulp and Cellulose 
Association having been directed to the increasing competition 
from Canada, two experts were sent out—one mercantile and 
gne technical—last autumn, to study the state of affairs. They 
appear to have reported that in their opinion the Canadian 
competition had for the present reached its maximum, and 
questioned whether the prices obtained were very profitable. 

The pulp has been sent to the same markets as in former 
years. Great Britain is the principal consumer, though, owing 
to the supplies from Canada, she did not consume quite so much 
of the Norwegian article as in the year before. For the rest, 
France, Spain, Belgium, and Denmark were good purchasers, 
while comparatively little went to Germany.. Those manufac- 
turers who had made contracts in advance made the best profits ; 
but this branch of industry generally paid considerably less 
than in 1897. The quantity exported from Christiania was 
38,883 tons, being 2,363 tons more than in 1897. 

The number of wood-pulp mills is now 64, three of which are 
connected with cardboard factories, and 10 with paper mills. 

The export trade in cellulose is of great importance to the 
city of Christiania, from which is drawn the greater part of the 
capital employed in its production, which is costly. Better 
profits were earned in this article than in wood-pulp, though, as 
in the case of the latter, the year was not such a satisfactory one 
for manufacturers as 1897 owing to the downward tendency of 
prices for the manufactured article, and the increased cost of the 
necessary raw materials. The quantity exported from Norway 
during the year amounted to 71,050 tons dry and 8,420 tons 
wet, being 3,391 tons less of the former and 2,914 tons more of 
the latter than in the year before. The bulk, as usual, went to 
Great Britain; the rest to France, Holland, and other countries. 
In this article, as in wood-pulp, Canadian competition has mili- 
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tated against Scandinavian cellulose manufacturers; and the 
rise in the price of coal was also another item against them. 

The experts, sent out in connection with the manufacture of 
wood-pulp in Canada, included cellulose in their investigations, 
and arrived at conclusions favourable to the Scandinavian in- 
dustry, at least for the present. 

No new factories were started during the year, but others 
have been enlarged, and the total production was several thou- 
sand tons more than in 1897, and it is estimated that this in- 
crease will be further considerably augmented in 1899. A new 
sulphite factory, calculated to produce on a large scale, is ex- 
pected shortly to commence working.—(loreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2299.) 


Danisu Export AssocraTIon. 


The Danish Export Association has during 1898 extended 
its operations by sending travellers to foreign countries to pro- 
mote the sale of Danish articles. This association sends out two 
distinct classes of travellers; firstly, those who examine care- 
fully foreign markets, and who ascertain whether it would be 
possible to transact business in a profitable manner, and, if 
satisfactory, establish a connection—in such case the association 
(all members) pay expenses; secondly, those who are competent 
to do business in those places which have been stated to be open 
to a profitable trade, and in such cases the expenses are paid 
by such members, who are enabled to open up a trade. H.M. 
Consul at Copenhagen reports that during the month of 
November last 23 members of this association paid all expenses 
for a trayeller in Finland, who was well posted up in addresses, 
introductions, and all necessary and valuable information, and 
it is stated that the business done was most favourable. The 
expense to each member was only 57 kr. (3/. 3s.). It is in- 
tended—and, in fact, preliminary steps have been taken—to 
establish a direct route for steamers between Copenhagen and 
La Plata, and the association is about to send a representative 
to the east coast of South America, and eventually, it is said, 
to Mexico and the West Indian Islands, to form some opinion 
as to eventual openings for Danish exports. The president of 
the association in October visited Moscow, and established 
connections for about 30 members, especially in the iron and 
machinery trade, and it is his intention to send a representative. 
to the World’s Exhibition at Paris, to push the Danish export 
trade—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2301.) 


Katser Witnetm Canat Dves. 
_The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign. 
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Office, copy of a Law respecting the dues for the use of the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Canal. , 

Sections 1 and 2 of the above Law read as follows :— 

Section 1—The period whigh, in accordance with the Law of 
27th May, 1896 (Reichs-Gesetzblatt, p. 150), would expire on 
30th September, 1899, and within which the fixing of the 
tariff for canal dues will be dealt with by the Emperor, in 
conjunction with the Federal Council, is prolonged to 30th 
September, 1902. 

Section 2.—Only the following are exempt from canal dues: 
—The vessels which have a right to fly the Imperial war flag, 
service vessels belonging to the Emperor or to a federal State, 
and other vessels which during their passage through the Canal 
are exclusively in the service of the Empire or a Federal State. 

The exemption does not include towing dues and fees due on 
behalf of special services rendered by the Canal Administration. 
Section 3 states that the canal dues are to be paid in advance, 
unless the Canal Administration grants a delay. Protest against 
the fixing of the dues (§4) is not to delay the provisional pay- 
ment of the fixed dues. 

In Section 4 it is laid down that protest to the Imperial Canal 
Office against the fixing of the canal dues is permitted, and 
should be made within six months of the time when the amount 
of the dues was communicated to the captain of the ship or the 
person making payment on his behalf. 

By Section 5 a subsequent demand for additional canal dues 
on account of the omission of, or too low, computation can only 
be made within a year of the time they were due. The right to 
payment of dues which have been eluded expires after three 
years. 

According to Section 6, claims by the Canal Administration 
for outstanding or delayed dues lapse in four years, dating from 
the end of the year in which they were payable. 

Section 7 states that the canal dues and the cost of fixing 
them are liable to collection by compulsory measures on behalf 
of the administration in accordance with the regulations exist- 
ing in Prussia. 

The remaining sections relate to the enforcing of fines, &c., 
for contravention of the Law. 

A translation of the Law in eatenso may be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Britriso ENTERPRISE IN GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Frankfort reports that the soap 
manufacturers, Lever Brothers, of Port Sunlight, near Liver- 
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pool, acquired at the end of the past year, in a newly-opened 
section near the harbour of Mannheim, an area covering about 
85,000 square metres for the price of about 425,000 marks, in 
order to establish there a large factory for their specialities like 
the soap factory “ Helvetia,” opened at Olten, in Switzerland. 
The undertaking is of importance to the industrial rise of Mann- 
heim, the greatest inland harbour on the Continent. It is worth 
remarking, however, to illustrate the feeling of Germany at 
large, that the Baden soap manufacturers at once forwarded a 
petition to the Diet asking for Government measures to be 
taken against the invasion of the Sunlight Soap Company. The 
petitioners speak of the “great concern,” and fear ruin on 
account of this British competition. It is needless to say that 
the laws of Germany offer no ground to interpose in the manner 
desired by this petition —(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2312.) 


VinE DisEAsE PorTUGAL. 


A despatch, dated 7th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lisbon, reporting that 
most disquieting news comes from the vine districts in the north 
of Portugal in consequence of the ravages of the “ Maromba,” 
which has appeared in nearly every vineyard of the Douro 
region. 

The “Maromba” is a parasitic disease, the course of which 
was noted some four years ago by Monsieur Alfred Lecocq, 
when it first made its appearance in Portugal in a mild form. 

As yet no definite remedy has been hit upon to counteract 
the evil or prevent its extension, but experiments are being 
actively made in the district, particularly on the estates belong- 
ing to the Crown. 

One of the most troublesome features of this disease is that 
it attacks all classes of vines, including the American; while 
in some localities it has even affected the chestnut and almond 
plantations. 


Rattway OPENED IN SPAIN. 

A despatch, dated Ist July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Bilbao, reporting that a 
railway has been, opened for traffic from Castro-Urdiales to 
Herbosa, a station on the line between Bilbao and Santander. 


OPENING FOR British Capital IN SPAIN. 


It is stated in a report of H.M. Consul at Barcelona that 
possibly the manufacture of linoleum and similar articles might 
be carried on with advantage by a British firm putting up a 
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factory in Catalonia, in the same way as English manufacturers 
have done in some other classes of manufacture in Spain. 

The principal materials required are, it is said, cork shavings 

and jute waste, both of which are to be obtained in the neigh- 
bourhood. 
- The cork shavings from the numerous factories in the depart- 
ment of Gerona are now shipped in pressed bales from the small 
ports of Salamos and San Felin de Guixolos (distant about 50 
miles from Barcelona) to Kirkcaldy Roads for consumption in 
the linoleum mills in that district. 

The freight, about 25s. per ton, would be saved if the manu- 
facture were carried on in Barcelona, and labour could be 
obtained certainly at a cheaper rate than in Great Britain. 
Perhaps this matter might be worth looking into by some 
persons interested in the trade in floor cloths —(Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2309.) 


CoMPETITION Witn British TRADE IN SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Barcelona with reference to the decreasing 
demand for goods of British manufacture, writes as follows :— 

“T am indebted to the managing director of the large general 
retail establishment, called ‘El Siglo,’ for the following 
information with reference to the falling-off in the 
demand for British-made goods; in reply to my ques- 
tion as to whether it was a fact that the purchases 
made by their large establishment from British manufacturers 


had fallen off during the last few years, he replied that un- 
doubtedly it was the case, and that the falling-off in certain 


articles—carpets, for instance-—was as great as 90 per cent. 
On inquiring if he attributed this to any fault or want of energy 
on the part of British manufacturers, he replied, ‘No, it is 


owing to two causes; first, the enormous competition which 


German houses are carrying on with British manufacturers 
which has ended in the former underselling the latter to such 
an extent that we are obliged to buy German to the exclusion 
of British goods; and, secondly, to the marked improvement 
during the last few years in our local manufactures. Spanish 


manufacturers have bought new machinery, have studied the 


manufactures of other countries, have introduced British or 
other foreign workmen into their factories, and can now turn 
out, up to a certain standard, as good an article as can be bought 
abroad, and at a much cheaper price.’ 

“The best articles in most classes of goods have still to come 
from England or Germany, but then, as my informant pointed 


‘out, the majority of their customers do not require the very best 
-of anything, nor would they pay the price it would cost. I 
‘asked him if British houses afford the same facilities in the way 
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of credit as German, and was informed that they did. As an 
instance of this, he mentioned that during the financial crisis 
caused by the war, when the rate of exchange was so high, he 
had occasion to write to some Halifax manufacturers to ask for 
an extension of credit on this account, and received a reply to 
the effect that he could pay when the exchange suited him 
better, and that meanwhile they would only charge him a mode- 
rate rate of interest for the extra time taken.” —(Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2309.) 


ConGREssS OF Spanisii CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


H.M. Consul at Barcelona reports that a very important 
meeting of members of all the Chambers of Commerce in Spain 
was held at Zaragosa in November last, and after a great deal 
of heated discussion a report was drawn up in which the follow- 
ing recommendations were made :— 

That a balance-sheet showing exactly the state of the public 
exchequer be drawn up and published. 

That the public debt be unified, rates of interest reduced and 
coupons paid in pesetas. 

That certain war taxes which have proved unprofitable be 
suppressed. 

That all expenses of Government service be placed on a more 
economical footing with a view of balancing the Budget. 

That the present system of conferring pensions in the public 
service be revised and improved. 

That the Government shall not permit an increase in the 
note circulation of the Bank of Spain without sanction of Parlia- 
ment. 
~ That a commission be appointed to consider and revise all 
railway tariffs. 

That all harbour boards be re-organised. 

That all grants made to the army and navy during the late 
war be revised by a committee appointed for the purpose. — 

_ That the present system of “Expediente’’ (procés verbal) 
which exists in all Government offices be reformed and simpli- 
fied. 

That the position of deputy or senator be incompatible with 
that of director of railways or banking companies, or of com- 
panies holding monopolies or subsidised by the State. 

A copy of this report was presented to Sefior Sagasta (the 
Prime Minister) in December, and in the beginning of 1899 a 
memorial was laid before the Government reminding them that 
the country was.anxious to see the reforms recommended by the 
Congress carried into effect.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2309.) 
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Sitx Cocoon Crop 1x Lomparpy. 


A despatch, dated 5th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Milan, reporting that in 
spite of the unfavourable rumours current during the rearing 
of the silkworms, the cocoon crop has proved to be an average 
one, as regards quantity, and a good one as regards quality. 

The prices obtained mark a_rise of nearly 40 per cent., as 
compared with last year, and this advance is justified by ‘the 
present value of raw and thrown silk, the stocks of which are 
reduced to a very low point. 


Green Fruir TrapE BETWEEN Sicity anp Unitep States. 


A despatch, dated 10th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Palermo, reporting that 
the statistics of the green fruit trade for the first six months 
of 1899 show an increase over the figures of the same period of 
1898, of over half a million cases. 

The following are the details for the Palermo exports :— 


Oranges. Lemons. 
-Cases. Cases. 
Palermo to United States : 
March... obs 39,391 242,882 
Total cases... 64,911 1,423,125 
’ Messina to United States : 

dep 10,518 379,350 
Add Palermo total 64,911 1,423,125 

Grand total exports to United States for 

the period January to June, 1899 ... 75,429 1,802,475 
Exports same period 1898... 7,784 1,262,093 


Of the eighty-two vessels which were employed in the 
eatrying trade, sixty-eight were British. 


Excise Duties anp Exrort Bounties on SuGar IN AUSTRIA. 


A despatch, dated 21st July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, transmitting 
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two memoranda by Mr. Bennett, Commercial Attaché to the 
Embassy, respecting : 

1. Increase in excise on sugar. - 

2. Legislation affecting bounty-fed sugar. 

I.—By an Imperial Decree, dated the 17th July last, the 
excise tax on sugar, on and after the Ist of August, 1899, is 
raised from 13 to 19 florins per 100 kilos. 

II.—By virtue of an Imperial Decree, dated the 17th July 
last, bounties are to be paid on exported sugars according to 
the following modified classification on and after the Ist 
August, 1899, that is from the commencement of the sugar 
campagne :— 

(a) Sugar whose polarisation is under 99.3 per cent. but not 
below 90 per cent., will receive a bounty of 1 florin 60 kreuzer 
per 100 kilos. 

(6) Sugar whose polarisation is above 99.3 per cent. will 
receive a bounty of 2 florins 30 kreuzer per 100 kilos. 

A further provision of the decree in question fixes the maxi- 
mum amount to be expended annually in bounties on exported 
sugars at nine million florins. This sum was originally autho- 
rised by the Law of 5th July, 1896, which Law was prolonged 
by the Imperial Ordinance of 24th August, 1897. 


GOVERNMENT LOAN FOR THE PURCHASE OF RAILWAY DEBENTURES 
IN SWITZERLAND. 


A despatch, dated 31st July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Berne enclosing copy of a Federal 
Message to the Chambers, with the latter's acceptance under 
certain conditions, on the subject of a projected loan of two 
hundred million francs to be issued at par with 3} per cent. 
interest, for the purchase of railway debentures in anticipation of 
the nationalisation, in five years, of the five trunk lines of 
Switzerland. 

The payment for these debentures would be effected partly by 
Government bonds bearing 34 per cent. interest, and partly in 
cash, if the loan can be raised. ; 

The Federal Council will fix the price of the debentures and 
arrange the special conditions of the loan. 


New Avstro-HuncGarian SuGar SYNDICATE. 


A despatch, dated 7th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, transmittin 
copy of a memorandum drawn up by Mr. Bennett, Commerci 
Attaché to that Embassy, on the subject of an Austro- 
Hungarian syndicate for encouraging the export of sugar to 
Japan, as follows :— 

This syndicate is composed of the most influential sugar 
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exporters in the Dual Monarchy, and will act in co-operation 
with the Austrian “Credit Anstalt” andthe Hungarian ‘“ Credit 
Bank.” The principal bureau of the syndicate will be estab- 
lished in Yokohama, and sub-agencies will be formed in other 
Japanese ports. The manager of the head office has already 
been selected, and was to leave for Japan in the course of July, 
1899. It is probable, in this connection, that the Austrian 
Lloyd Steamship, Company will shortly inaugurate a. direct 
monthly service from Trieste to Japan in lieu of the present 
service, which only gives one sailing to Japan every two 
months. If this monthly service is actually established, a great 
quantity of sugar, which is now being exported to Japan by 
way of Hamburg, will be sent direct to Trieste for shipment, an 
arrangement which should favour producers in all parts of the 
Empire, except those of Northern Bohemia, whence shipment 
by Hamburg is naturally the more economical. 

The exportation of Austro-Hungarian sugar to Japan has been 
steadily increasing of late years. In the year 1897 the total 
export was only 9,156 quintals; in 1898 this total was increased 
to 17,559 quintals; whilst during the first five months of the 
present year 61,762 quintals have already been despatched to 
Japanese ports. 


ReresaL OF THE “ TrapDE Guitps Law” 1n 


A despatch, dated 13th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, 
reporting that the law for the establishment of trade guilds in 
Bulgaria was repealed in the Extraordinary Session of the 
Sobranie, which closed on the 10th July last. It was generally 
recognised that the law required amendment, especially as 
regards the treatment of foreigners under it, and that as there 
was no time to spend upon it during this session, which had 
only been held for a special purpose, it was thought better to 
repeal it altogether, and to bring in a new Bill in the ordinary 
session in November. 


New Rattway 1n Burearia. 


A despatch, dated 17th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, 
reporting that the Roman-Plevna-Shumla Railway is approach- 
ing completion, and will be ready for traffic next October. 

‘The completion of the Roman-Plevna-Shumla line will put 
Sofia in direct railway communication with Rustchuk and 
Varna. 
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Matcu Monorory rn Coromsia. 


<a despatch, dated 28th May last, has been received at ‘the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at Bogota, transmitting copy 
and translation of the conditions which have been published in 
the “Diario Official” of 8th May, 1899 (No. 10,963), for the 
establishment of a monopoly for the exclusive manufacture and 
sale of matches in the Republic of Colombia for a period of 
25 years. 

The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


REGISTRATION OF ForREIGN CoMPANIES IN VENEZUELA. 


The Foreign Office have received, through the Acting British 
Consul at Caracas, copy of a decree of the Venezuelan Congress 
relative to the registry of foreign companies in Venesuels, as 
follows :— 

Article 1—Foreign companies desirous of establishing 
agencies or branches in Venezuela, whether they have any 
exploitation in the country or not, if they consist of a number 
of partners or of a single person, must comply with all the 
conditions established for national companies, and if they are 
companies of shareholders they must register in the Commer- 
cial Register and in the Registry Office of the place where the 
working agency is, and they will publish in a_local newspaper 
the contract of partnership and the other necessary documents 
for the formation of the company, according to the laws of its 
nationality, as also a duly legalised copy of the articles relative 
to those laws. 

They will, moreover, send the statutes of the company to the 
registry to be recorded in its archives. 

§1. Foreign . companies established in Venezuela will be 
governed by the rules contained in Article 26 of the Civil Code 
and by Articles 101, 102, 103, and 104 of the Code of Civil Law. 

§2. All modifications in the contract of partnership must be 
registered and published, as laid down in the first part of this 
article. 

Article 2.—Insurance companies wishing to do business in 
Venezuela must have at Jeast a responsible agency in the 
capital of the Republic, and those of life assurance will give a 
real guarantee equal to the total amount of the policies issued 
in the country. For the effect of this guarantee the agency will 
send half-yearly to the Ministry of Industry, Agriculture, and 
Commerce a detailed statement of those who get insured, and 
of the amount of the policies. The guarantee will be registered 
in the lower registry office of the district in which the agency 
exists. 
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Article 3—The non-observance of the rules established in 
Articles 1 and 2 on the part of the companies to which they 
refer causes the managers, agents, and representatives who act 
in their name to be personally and jointly responsible for all 
the obligations incurred in the country. Those who may 
make contracts in the name of insurance companies without 
having fulfilled the prescriptions in Article 2 will suffer an 
additional fine of one to a thousand bolivares, or proportionate 
arrest. 

Article 4.—Foreign companies having at present in Vene- 
zuela agencies, branches, or works will fulfil the terms of 
Article 1 within six months of the publication of this law. The 
insurance companies must, within the same period, submit to 
the decisions in Article 2. 


IncrEASED Propvction 1n Brazit. 


A despatch, dated 6th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Para, reporting that there 
has been a considerable increase in the production and export 
of india-rubber during the year ending 30th June, 1899. The 
crop that entered Para during the year- 1898-99, including 
rubber and caucho in transit from Manaos, Bolivia, and Peru, 
amounted to 25,374 tons, being an increase of 14 per cent. on 
the crop of the previous year. 

The exports were distributed as follows :— 


Tons. 

To United States bit 12,898 
United Kingdom ... 10,1412 
,, Other European countries ... 1883 

Exports during 1898-99 ... 25,248 

Exports during 1897-98 ... 22,218 

This year’s increase .. Tons 38,030 


THE Harsour Works AT MONTEVIDEO. 


A despatch, dated 6th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Montevideo relative to a 
memorandum by Dr. Pena, the Minister of Public Works, on the 
question of the construction of a port at Montevideo. 

The financial portion of Dr. Pena’s scheme has been summarised 
by the “ Montevideo Times,” as follows :— 

The total cost of the port is reduced to 11,590,000 dollars spread 
over a period of eight years, far less a sum than was ever imagined 
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possible before. ‘To meet this sum Dr. Pena proposes to utilise 
the additional import duty of 24 per cent. and a new export 
duty of 1 per cent., yielding an annual revenue estimated at 
850,000 dollars, or in eight years 6,800,000 dollars. At the end 
of the eight years these taxes will be freed, for application to 
extension of the port, to other administrative purposes, or to be 
rescinded altogether to the benefit of commerce and production. 
Other items, namely, interest on unemployed fund, sale of 
redeemed lands and revenue from the port itself during the last 
three years, bring the port fund up to a total of 8,622,000 dollars. 

But, as this fund is obviously insufficient to build a port 
costing 11,590,000 dollars, Dr. Pena proposes to make up the 
balance by issuing port obligations (or debentures) for 5,500,00 
dollars nominal, which, issued at 73 per cent. will yield 4,015,000 
dollars cash. The service of these obligations, 6 per cent. interest 
and 1 per cent. annual accumulative amortisation will be 385,000 
dollars annually, but this will not be any addition at all to the 
present national debt service, as it will be met, in the first instance 
out of revenue accruing from the port fund (that is to say the 
taxes above mentioned), and at the end of the eight years, out of 
the revenue of the port itself, which will still leave sufficient to 
keep the port in repair. At the end of 30 years the obligations 
will be entirely redeemed, leaving the revenue of the port free. 
As to the issue of the obligations, this is not expected to meet 
with any difficulty whilst the Government maintains the high 
degree of confidence it now enjoys, and for the matter of that, 
they should be covered by local capital, as it is hoped will be 
mainly the case. 


New Trapinc Ports 1n Corea. 

A despatch, dated 13th May, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Seoul, reporting that 
three additional trading ports were opened in Corea on the 
Ist May last, viz., Song-chin, Kun-san, and Masampo. 
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XXIV.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 
SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 

The “Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables showing 
that the total number of vessels passing through the Canal in the 
month of March last was 366 of a gross tonnage of 1,363,644 
tons. Of the 366 vessels 241 were British, with a gross tonnage 
of 922,298 tons; 33 German, 122,058 tons; 23 French, 92,817 
tons; 17 Dutch, 46,56] tons; 12 Austro-Hungarian, 43,078 tons ; 
6 Russian, 30,491 tons; 6 Japanese, 29,121 tons; 5 Spanish, 
21,597 tons; 7 Norwegian, 15,462 tons; 4 Italian, 14,038 tens ; 
2 American, 10,616 tons; 3 Ottoman, 6,367 tons; 2 Egyptian, 
2,892 tons; 1 Greek, 2,536 tons; 1 Belgian, 1,982 tons; 1 Danish, 
963 tons; 1 Swede, 429 tons; 1 Portuguese, 338 tons. 

The total number of vessels passing through the canal in the 
month of April last was 346 of a gross tonnage of 1,305,305 tons. 
Of the 346 ships 221 were British of a gross tonnage of 853,273 
tons; 32 German, 117,674 tons; 21 French, 87,057 tons; 17 
Dutch, 49,483 tons; 12 Austro-Hungarian 41,490 tons; 8 
Japanese, 34,267 tons; 6 Russian, 29,394 tons; 10 Norwegian, 
28,126 tons; 5 Spanish, 21,909 tons; 6 Italian, 16,973 tons; 
2 Danish, 7,321 tons; 1 Belgian, 5,511 tons; 2 Ottoman, 4,507 
tons; 1 American, 4,468 tons; 1 Greek, 3,077 tons; 1 Siamese, 
775 tons. 


Kew Garpens BULietriy. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of the “Kew 
Gardens Bulletin” (Nos. 145 and 146), containing articles on 
cacas disease in Trinidad, corrid pests on sugar cane, moss 
flora of the Royal Gardens, Kew, and notes on the ferns of 
North-Western India, Para rubber in Penang and Perak, &c. 


PropuctTION oF CoaAL IN BritisH InpIA. 


According to a circular issued by the India Office, there were 
174 coal mines in operation in 1898, of which 158 were located in 
Bengal. The output is reported as follows :— 


1897, 1898. 

Tons. Tons. 
Bengal mines ... 3,142,497 3,622,090 
Singareni mines (in the Nizam’s Territory) 365,550 394,622 
Assam mines ... 185,533 200,329 

Central Provinces mines (Mohpani and 

Warora) .. 131,629 149,709 
Central India mines (Umaria) bs 124,778 134,726 
Punjab mines (Dandot and Bhagan wala)... 92,792 85,862 
Biluchistan mines (Khost and Sharigh) ... 8,876 10,667 
Upper Burma mines (Shwebo) __... 11,472 6,975 
Total ... 4,063,127 4,604,980 
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The production in Bengal in 1898 exceeded 78 per cent. of 
the whole Indian production. 

The output in 1886 was 1 388,487 tons, and it has been 
increasing every year since that date. 

_ The industry gives employment to some 63,000 persons, and 

the capital invested in it by joint-stock companies amounts to 
Rx. 1,148,323 (paid-up); there is also a large, but unknown, 
investment of capital by private mine owners and by the State. 
' The value of the output in 1898, calculated at the local whole- 
sale selling prices, may be estimated at Rx. 1,430,467, making an 
average value of Rs. 3:11 per ton, against Rx. 1,246,659 (Rs. 3-07 
per ton) in the preceding year. 

The imports of coal, coke, and patent fuel in 1898-99 amounted 
to 359,010 tons, valued at Rx. 697,882, the average value being 
Rs. 19°44 per ton, more than six times the value of Indian coal. 
In the preceding year the imports were 262,403 tons, valued at 
Rx. 537,352 (Rs. 20°48 per ton). There are therefore now about 
12# tons of Indian coal produced for every ton imported. The 
proportion of Indian coal grows larger each year. 

Indian coal is being exported in increasing quantity, though 
still on a small scale, to foreign countries (mainly to Colombo and 
Singapore) the amount exported having risen gradually from only 
53,605 tons in 1894-95 to 327,104 tons in 1898-99. 

The Indian railways consume it in large and _ increasing 
quantities, the consumption in 1898 being~31 per cent. of the 
whole production in 1898, and the quantity of imported coal burnt 
by them has fallen to a low point, as seen in the following table :— 


Indian coal and | Imported coal 

Years. coke on Indian on Indian 

railways. railways. 

Tons. Tons. 
1895 ... ave ove 1,119,621 145,213 
1896 ... ose 1,180,753 110,056 
| . 


TRADE OPENINGS IN BritisH 


The United States Consul at Vancouver reports that that city 
is -the most important distributing point for all merchandise, 
machinery, and articles in general that are brought to the 
province for use and consumption. There is a demand at 
Vancouver for :— 

1. Food supplies of all kints, embracing breadstuffs, groceries, 
fruit, &c. 

2. Household, store, and office furniture, including desks, 
tables, chairs, parlour and bedroom furniture, carpets, &c. 
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3. Hardware, consisting of shelf hardware, builders’ hardware, 
hand tools, nails, bolts, screws, stove, tinware, and all that goes 
with such lines. 

4. Machinery for mining and milling purposes, for use in 
construction of sawmills, canneries, pulp and paper mills, &c. 

5. Glass and glassware, including plate glass, mirrors, table 
glassware, show cases, lamps, &c. 

6. Electrical apparatus for street cars, motors, lights, &c. 

7. Instruments for use of surgeons, assayers, prospectors, 
surveyors, &c. 

8. Explosives, for use in mining, &c. 

9. Opticians’ wares. 

10. Hydraulic mining machinery. 

11. Ship chandlery. 

12. Bicycles, typewriters, Xc. 

13. Stationery. 

14. Paper for printing, newspaper, book, and correspondence. 

15. Printers’ supplies. 

16. Tin plate; which is used in very large quantities for making 
cans for salmon. 

17. Clothing and boots and shoes. 


TraDE RETURNS OF CaPrE CoLony. 


A communication has been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape of Good 
Hope Government Gazette,” from which it appears that the value of 
the imports and exports of the Colony, including specie, for the 
eleven months, ended 31st May, 1899, compared with the 
corresponding periods of 1898, were as follows :— 


1898. 1899. 
IMPORTS. £ £ 
Merchandise eee | 14,477,033 14,253,316 
Government articles 1,343,950 1,055,162 
Total ... ... | 15,820,983 15,308,478 
Specie - we 71,772 651,986 
Grand Total ... ... | 15,892,755 15,960,464 
{ 
EXPORTS. 
Colonial Products (exclusive of diamonds, gold 
Diamonds ... = 4,126,565 4,126,555 
Gold, raw ... oe ... | 11,880,974 15,762,163 
23,724,912 
Vaiue of imported goods, re-cxported ... pias 258,706 304,136 
Total ... ... | 20,005,655 24,029,048 
Specie ine 1,459,453 673,435 
Grand Total ... 21,465,108 24,702,483 


| 
q 


Aug. 1899.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 219 


TRADE OF Natal In First QuaRTER OF 1899, 


The “ South African Trade Journal ” publishes some interesting 
figures regarding the trade of Natal. From these it appears that 
during the quarter ended 31st March last the imports amounted to 
the value of 1,420,392/., as compared with 1,187,963/. during the 
corresponding period of last year. Goods to the value of 39,9461. 
were exported by sea, 436,610/. to the Transvaal, 43,9261. to the 
Free State under the Customs Convention, 1,901/, to Pondoland, 
and 9,7871. to Hast Griqualand, making a total of 531,8701. during 
the quarter. Colonial produce to the value of 431,8901. was exported 
from the Cape Colony by sea, and Cape produce to the value of 
20,958/., and produce of other countries 6,957. During the same 
period of last year the figures were :—Cape produce 16,3451., and 
produce of other countries 8,857/. Natal exported to Cape 
Colonial produce of the value of 54,7201., and non-Colonial of 
10,3781. For the first quarter of last year the figures were :— 
Colonial produce 1,481/., and non-Colonial 10,9691, 


New Raitways IN RHODESIA. 


The “Natal Mercury” with reference to Rhodesian railways 
says that the Gwanda railway will require a greater number of 
large bridges than the trunk line. Eight engines for the new lines, 
now on order, are to be supplied by a Glasgow firm, and the 
permanent way materials will also be obtained from British manu- 
facturers. The orders for rails alone amount to over 100,000 tons. 
About half-a-mile of bridging will be required on the Gwanda 
railway alone. The survey of the trunk and Gwanda lines is to be 
completed in August. About 500 natives and 50 whites are 
employed on railway contracts. This number will be doubled on 
the Gwelo line alone. The rate of progress will be three-quarters 
ofa mile per day. Gwelo should be reached at the end of October, 
and the Globe and Phoenix a month later. 


New ZEALAND FrozeN TRADE. 


The “ New Zealand Trade Review” states that the value of the 
exports of rabbits and hares, frozen in their skins, from New 
Zealand in the last five years was as follows :— 


No. Value. 

1897 ... axa 2,229,056 46,398 
1898 ... ania 4,251,596 93,836 
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Russian RaILways. 


According to the ‘Novo Vremya,” the Tsarkoe Selo line has been 
acquired by the Moscow-Windau-Rybinsk Railway Company, on 
which to construct a direct line between St. Petersburg and Kiew 
-by Witebsk, Mohilew and Tchermgow. This will be sherter by 
245 miles, the distance between the two terminal points mentioned. 
The Lsarkoe Selo line, which is broad gauge, will have to be 
remodelled, and all the rolling stock renewed. Instead of the 
Tsarkoe Selo station, as at present existing, a large and imposing 
‘station is to be built on a foreign model. 


EMIGRATION TO SIBERIA. 


The United States Consul at Moscow reports that according to 
the last reports of the cmigration administration, the total number 
of emigrants to Siberia during 1898 was 200,000, of whom 40,000 
were pioneers. The number of those returning to Russia has 
decreased considerably. At the commencement of the current 
year 38,940 allotments remained open. 

In connection with the above it is interesting to note that, 
according to the United States Consul-General at St. Petersburg, 
Siberia may no longer be considered as a penal colony. The 
following order was issued by the Emperor of Russia on May 
6th/18th, 1899 :— 

I. A commission of the officers of the Ministry of Justice and 
representatives of the respective departments under the auspices 
of the Minister of Justice shall be formed. 

II. The commission is to work out the following :— 

(1) To replace transportation of criminals by punishments 
by courts. 

(2) To abolish or limit administrative transportation by 
peasant boards. 

(3) To reorganize penal servitude and the deportation which 
follows. 

(4) To better the condition of the convicts now in Siberia. 

(5) To improve prisons where criminals are confined awaiting 
transportation and deportation. 

(6) To establish compulsory public labour and workhouses as 
penal measures. 

(7) To provide means for carrying out the measures necessary 
for the reorganization of the transportation of criminals 
and of penal establishments. 

III. The Minister of Justice is to ask direct, and not through 

‘any department, for the imperial sanction of the committee’s 
recommendations. 


REINDEER REARING IN NoRrway. 


The United States Consul at Bergen, reports that a company 
has been formed in Telemarken, in Eastern Norway, for breeding 
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and raising reindeer on a large scale. The company has already 
bought 2,400 deer for 28,000 kroner, and by degrees they will 
increase the herd to between 3,000 and 4,000 deer. When this 
number has been reached, the company will be enabled to kill 
about 1,000 deer every year without diminishing the herd. When. 
slaughtered, a deer is worth about 20 kroner, and there are good 
markets for this meat, especially in France and Belgium. The 
company also hopes to induce dealers in England to purchase 
it. In order to prevent the glutting of the market during the 
winter season, a canning plant will be attached to the farm for the 
purpose of preserving the meat. This hermetic factory will also 
can, red char (a species of small salmon) and ptarmigan, The 
company controls 50 to 60 square miles of wild mountain land. 


SILEsIAN Woo.. 


The Consul-General at Breslau reports that the wool market in the 
province of Silesia has not only decreased in quantity during the 
last five years, but the quality has deteriorated. Breslau, the capital 
of the province of Silesia, is the chief market of Germany for all 
kinds of wool. The amount of wool offered for sale in Breslau 
during the year 1898 was as follows :— 


Old fine to extra fine Silesian wool— Ibs. 
In the grease 275,000 
Wool of sheep more or less crossed with Ram- 
bouillets, fleece washed and in the grease ... 825,000 
Better quality of Posen wools, fleece washed 
and in the grease... de 550,000 


In 1897, the amount of wool offered for sale was 10 per cent. less 
than in 1898, and in 1894 the quantity of wool was at least 50 per 
cent. greater than in 1898, and the quality was better. On account 
of the importation of Australian and Buenos Ayres wools into the 
market since 1894, the price of wool has been very low; in fact, it 
was lower in 1894 than ever known before. For that reason the 
farmers, who had been raising the pure Silesian wool, imported 
English and Scotch rams, and the cross produced larger sheep for 
meat purposes, but an inferior quality of wool in comparison to the 
pure old Silesian product, which is known for its soft, silky, and 
long fleece as one of the finest qualities of wool, and was sought 
after by the manufacturers of fine cloths, dress goods, and shawls. 
For the production of these goods, the manufacturers are now 
mixing the fine Silesian with wool imported from Sydney and Port. 
Phillip, as the pure Silesian wool is too high and scarce. 


Tue GERMAN’ Beet Sucar InpUstTRY. 
__ The following table, from a report of the Un'ted States Ccnsul 
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at Magdeburg, shows the state of the beet sugar industry of 
Germany in the last four years :— 


_ 1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 


Number of Factories coo NOs 397 399 402 401 

Steam Engines... ,, 5,320 5,446 5,563 

A Horse Power ... 5, 97,977 105,788 114,211 —_ 
Beets, worked tous. |11,672,816 |13,721,601 |13,697,892 |12,144,291 
Production of rawsugar ... ,, 1,537,522 | 1,738,885 | 1,755,229 | 1,710,000 

Molasses... ,, $28,463 | 342,322 | 544,480 
Average production per fac- 
tory... 3,873 4,358 4,366 4,264 
Raw sugar per ton of beets... lbs. 287 279 282 310 
8 8 8 


Beets per 1 ton of raw sugar tons. 
Sugar in the beet... r cent. 13-11 12°66 12-79 13°15 
Number of 12-hour work- 

59,417 | .68,757| 63,442) — 
Beets worked in 1 12-hour 

day ... soe tons. 197 200 216 
Number of sugar refineries... No. 56 51 50 54 

The Consul states that the figures for the German export trade of 
sugar very clearly show that Germany must find an outside market 
for two-thirds of her production, and that most of this surplus for 
the past five years has been sold to England and the United 
States. In 1897 more than double the usual quantity was rushed 
to the United States in anticipation of the enactment of the 
Dingley law, but the following year (1898) showed again a fair 
average of export. The first three months of the present calendar 
year seem to furnish no reason for complaint to the German 
exporter of sugar. From January 1 to March 31, 1899, the values 
of sugar declared at the United States consulates at Magdeburg, 
Hamburg, Dantzig, and Stettin for export to the United States 
amounted to 779,153/., which is an increase of 719,936l. over 
those reported during the first quarter of last year. 


TRADE OF SERVIA IN 1898. 

The “ Revue d’Orient” publishes particulars of the import and 
export trade of Servia for the year 1898, taken from the official 
Customs returns of that country. 

The following tables show the value of the imports into and 
exports from Servia in the years 1897 and 1898 according to 
countries of origin and destination :— 


A.—Imports. 
1897, 1898. 

Dinars. Dinars. 
United Kingdom... 6,484,000 8,837,000 
Roumania... ot one 618,000 2,357,000 
Turkey... 2,950,000 1,805,000 
Other countries ... 4,105,000 4,330,000 


Dirars | 45,314,000 41,102,000 
£| 1,813,000 1,644,000 


Total ees eee 
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B.—Exports. 


1897. 1898. 
Dinars. Dinars. 

Other countries ... wee 592,000 841,600 
Total Dinars | 55,940,000 56,991,600 
on £ 2,238,000 2,280,000 


Note.—25 dinars = 11. 


From the above tables it will be seen that the imports into 
Servia from Austria-Hungary represented 55:9 per cent. of the 
total import trade, and the exports from Servia to Austria-Hungary 
about 89°5 per cent. of the total export trade. Imports from the 
United Kingdom to Servia were 9°3 per cent. of the whole import 
trade, but exports from Servia to United Kingdom almost nil. 

The Customs receipts in 1898 amounted to 10,696,398 dinars 
(427,856/.), a decrease of 14,577 dinars (576/.) as compared with 
the year 1897. 


TRADE OF SUAKIN. 
According to recent returns of the Egyptian Customs the trade 
of the Port of Suakin for the last four years has been as follows :— 


—_ 1895. 1896, 1897. 1898, 
IMPORTS INTO SUAKIN. 
Es. E.£. E.£. 
From Egypt oe 33,590 28,509 44,031 62,073 
» United Kingdom... 22,617 19,666 15,016 19,589 
.» *British India, Ke. 52,807 39,669 9,063 63,341 
» Austria-Hungary... 2,021 1,566 2,619 5,694 
«France 359 732 462 1,196 
» Italy 1,959 2,145 2,204 704 
os) ses 7,034 4,414 4,008 3,948 
» Other countries ... 1,212 2,363 1,777 3,878 
Total ... eee} 121,599 99,064 79,175 160,423 
Exports FROM 
To Egypt... »| 15,015 14,299 18,592 1,109 
» United Kirgdom nea 19,821 14,348 20,327 20,071 
» *British India, &e. ... 3 359 1,324 170 159 
aka 34,738 18,330 17,667 16,938 
» France 9,586 854 425 
me 538 733 4,814 — 
» Turkey as we 582 765 320 295 
y Other countries 240 91 211 309 
Total ote wae 83,879 50,744 62,526 38,931 


Note. —The Egyptian Lira (E.£.) = £1 0s. 64d. 
* Distinguished in the Returns as “ Possessions Anglaises Extreme Orient.” 
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SpanisH SuGar Inpustry. 


The United States Consul at Valencia reports that since the 
loss. of ‘her colonies, Spain’s sugar factories, with a yearly pro- 
-duction of about 60,000 tons, are unable to satisfy the public 
demand, which amounts in all Spain to about 100,000 tons of 
sugar during the year. A high prohibitive duty of 1023 per cent. 
on foreign sugar protects the home industry and stands in the way 
of sugar dealers and consumers. For this reason, a union of 
tradespeople and merchants of the different cities of Spain have 
petitioned the Spanish Government to reduce the import duty to 
50 per cent., which would afford a fair protection for the refineries, 
and at the same time permit the import of sufficient sugar to supply 
the demand. While this petition meets with great opposition 
from the refiners, still, in view of the need of sugar and the small 
chance of increasing either the number of factories or their output 
in the near future, the Spanish Government will probably reduce 
the duty, more especially as this will add to the customs income 
of the country and do away with the incentive for smuggling. 


Import TRADE OF ERYTHREA. 


The “ Dépéche Coloniale,” quoting from the monthly bulletin of . 
the French Chamber of Commerce at Milan, states that the value 
of the merchandise imported into Erythrea in the year 1898 was 
531,000. as compared with 484,000/. in 1897. The countries of 
origin in the order of their importance are Aden, Europe 
(excluding Italy), Italy, Assab, Ports of Asiatic Turkey, Egypt, 
interior of Africa. The principal articles of importation are coffee, 

sugar, tobacco, beer, alcohol, cotton tissues, blankets and carpets, 

grain, rice, flour, camels, butter, &c. Italy sends wine, olive oil, 
tobacco, matches, soap, cotton, paper, tanned skins, ground rice, 
cheese, candles, and common haberdashery. 


TRADE OF DAHOMEY IN 1898. 


“La Politique Coloniale” publishes some figures of the French 
Colonial Office with reference to the trade of Dahomey as follows :— 


Years, Imports. | Exports. 
1897 ... | 329,712 231,156 
1898 ... ose 403,764 310,203 


All articles of import (with the exception of tobacco and gun- 
powder) show increases in 1898 as compared with 1897, especially 
piece goods and spirits. In the exports, palm cil, nuts and rubber 

_have increased. The customs receipts for 1898 amcunted to 
62,7121. as against 53,144/. in 1897. 
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RaILWAYs IN THE TRANSVAAL. 


The Netherlands Railway Company—‘“ Nederlandsche Zuid 
Afrikaansche Spoorueg Maatschappij ”—which has the monopoly of 
working the railways in the Transvaal, had 713 miles of lines in 
operation on the’3lst December, 1898. These lines are distributed 
as follows :— 

Miles. 
Klerksdorp— Johannesburg... 117 
Johannesburg—Elandsfontein (double line) ... 10 


Elandsfontein springs... ove 21 
Pont-du-Val —Elandsfontein ... Al 
Elandsfontein—Pretoria... vas “as 37 
Portuguese Pretoria frontier... 293 
Kaapminden —Barberton 34 
Natal—Elandsfontein frontier ... 160 

713 


TRADE OF THE ORANGE FREE STATE. 


The following notes on the trade and economic condition 
generally of the Orange Free State are taken from statements 
made by the president of the Bloemfontein Chamber of Commerce, 
and published in the “ South African Trade Journal.” 

The Orange Free State imported in 1898 from Cape Colony and 
oversea 849,540/. ; from Natal, 224,029/.; from the South African 
Republic, 41,6551. ; from Basutoland, 68,7081. ; whilst goods which 
pay no duty, and are not included in the above figures, amounted 
in value to about 60,0001., a total of 1,326,000I. 

The exports in 1897 to the Cape Colony and Europe were 
valued at 820,467/.; to Natal, 147,1771.; to the South African 
republic, 910,289/., and to Basutoland, 45,4921. ; the total exports 
thus amounting to 1,923,425/. The exports include diamonds, 
508,661. Apart from diamonds, wool, mohair skins, live stock, 
grain, and dairy produce are exported. The Transvaal consumes a 
large proportion of live stock for slaughter purposes and quantities 
of grain and dairy produce. 

The railways of the Republic at one time paid 22 per cent. upon 
the capital expenditure. This was the case before the Natal line 
to Johannesburg was completed, and before the Delagoa Bay line 
became the recognised route for rough goods for the mines. The 
percentage is now somewhere about 14. In the year ending 
July 1, 1898, the gross earnings were 773,4291., the expenditure 
362,912/., making the net revenue for the year 410,517. 

The lines from the Orange River to the Vaal River, including 
the Bethulie-Springfontein Junction, are 361 miles long, and the 
capital expended on their-construction was 2,602,2261., against 
which the State still owes debentures to the amount of 1,800,000/. 
at 34 per cent, 


4 


226 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [Aug. 1899. 


Out of profit about 60 miles of branch lines have been con- 
structed at a cost of 270,000/. _ Further lines have been sanctioned 
by the Raad. The balance goes into the general revenue of the 
State, after the interest has been deducted. 


MANGANESE ORE IN CHILE. 


The “ Manufacturer” states that in recent years a considerable 
quantity of manganese ore for use in the steel-making industry 
has been imported into the United States from Chile. According 
to a recently-published report the manganese deposits in that 
- country were first discovered in 1881, on an estate thirty-two 
miles south of Santiago. A company was soon afterward organized 
and incorporated in England, but the first shipment of ore was not 
_ made until 1888, when a bark of 466 tons was loaded at Valparaiso. 
Some mines that were not only more convenient to the coast, but 
richer as well, were soon discovered, and English companies were 
organized to work deposits comparatively near the ports of 
Coquimbo and Carrizal. To the latter mine a branch railroad was 
built, while the approach to the other is by mule road. The mines 
in the Carrizal district have been worked only a few years, but the 
ore is considered to be superior in quality to that found in other 
parts of the country. Recently it was announced that 25,000 tons 
of Chilean ore were contracted for to be delivered at Philadelphia. 

At a point thirty miles south of Serena, the capital of the 
province of Coquimbo, at an elevation of 1,431 metres, it is stated 
that there are forty manganese mines within a radius of five’miles. 
These mines are twenty miles from the railway-at Angostura and 
forty miles from Coquimbo. No blasting is required.. The only 
implement for mining is the crowbar. ‘The ore is taken to 
Angostura on pack mules, ten of them carrying a ton. Some 
1,500 tons have been shipped in ‘this manner in‘a year. ' In 1881 
the consumption of manganese in the world was estimated at 
30,000 tons, and in 1898 had increased to 450,000 tons. ~ 


Foreign TRADE OF CuILe In 1898. 


The “ Chilean Times” states that the foreign trade of Chile in 
1898 amounted to 270,331,429 dols., of which sum 102,262,058 
dols. corresponded to imports and 168,069,431 dols. to imports. In 
imports there was a diminution of 35,948,860 dols., whilst in 
exports there was an increase of $1,438,211 dols., as compared 
with 1897. 


OpeNnING FOR Tosacco INDUSTRY IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


The Netherlands Consul at Manila reports that tobacco cultiva- 
tion in the Philippines may, under thé new order of things there, 
prove to be a profitable line of enterprise. In his opinion, the 
business need only be conducted on the system prevailing in Deli 
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and on the east coast of Sumatra to turn out leaf of high quality. 
He points out that the Philippine soil is fertile, the people 
tractable, the climate healthy, and the ground enormously pro- 
ductive. Carriage is also cheap from the abundance of rivers. 


THe BanGkoxk-Kuorat 


Acccording to the “ Siam Observer,” work in connection with 
the railway to Khorat is progressing apace, and the entire line 
will be open to the public in about a year’s time. The most 
difficult portion of the work is over, and the hilly districts have 
been penetrated with considerable success. The land over which 
the rails are now to be laid is level, and the embankments 
have already been constructed. Already the 186th kilo. post— 
that is, 71 kilos. beyond Gengkoi—has been reached, while 
passengers may travel in goods trains, which run twice a week, as 
far as Pak Djong, 176 kilos. from Bangkok. It is expected that 
in a few weeks more the line will be open as far as Chantuk, 
190 kilos., and then there will remain only 70 kilos. to complete 
the line to Khorat. 


THE SitK Crop IN CHINA. 


According to the “‘ Japan Weekly Mail” a telegram published 
by the “Jimmin ” and said to have been received from Shanghai 
on the 24th ultimo by the Yokohama Silk Company, says that the 
production of silk in China this year is expected to be 62,000 
bales of white ; 8,000 bales of green-white (“ awo-shiro”), and 
7,000 bales of best filatures. ‘That would be a yield ten per cent. 
better than last year’s. The production for the past six years stand 
thus :— 


1894 vin ... 67,200 bales. 
1897 ah ... 62,000 ,, 
1898 as one 40,008: 4 
1899 (estimate) 77,000 _,, 


IraLiAN TRADE WITH CHINA. 

The ‘ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” for July publishes a 
short report by the interpreter at the Italian Legation at Pekin on 
Italian trade with China in 1898. According to this report, no 
vessel flying the Italian flag entered Chinese ports in that year. 
The value of Italian merchandise carried in coasting vessels of 
other nations was 8,525 Haikwan taels, 35 transit passes for the 
interior for goods valued at 3,830 taels were demanded on behalf 
of Italian, and 56 transit passes for the exportation of native 
merchandise of a value of 418,894 taels. The total value of goods 
imported and exported under transit passes for Italian was thus 
422,724 taels, or about 57,0001. here are nine Italian trading 
firms established in China, 
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* XXV.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on 26th July last, Mr. W. A. Whitehead presiding. 

The secretary having read the minutes of meetings of the 
Paris Exhibition Committee, held on 30th June and 12th July, 
the President observed that as president of the Chamber he 
had sent circulars to all the manufacturers and merchants in 
the city asking them to forward exhibits, and he hoped that a 
good response would be made. At this exhibition, for the first 
time he believed, all the textile exhibits would be in one 
building, and therefore a very good opportunity of comparison 
would be afforded. Besides that, they ought to remember that, 
having decided to exhibit Bradford goods, they were either 
going to benefit the trade by an exhibition worthy of the city 
or they were going to give themselves away, and actually harm 
the trade. He wished to emphasise the necessity there was 
that manufacturers and merchants should take the project up 
warmly, and send the very best that they could produce for 
exhibition. It had sometimes been said against Bradford that 
they could not co-operate in these matters, as manufacturers 
and merchants did abroad, but he would like the Bradford 
people to show that they could do so on this occasion. There 
need be no jealousy at all in the matter. The appeal for funds 
towards the Paris exhibit had been responded to by contribu- 
tions amounting in the aggregate to 3,135/. 9s. That was most 
gratifying, and if the response to the appeal for exhibits were 
only as good he would be very pleased. 

Reference was also made to the future government of the 
Bradford Technical College, and to other matters of local 
interest only. nor 

Bristol—The ordinary monthly meeting of the Council of 
this Chamber was held on the 26th July, the president (Mr. 
Tom T. Lindrea) in the chair. 

A communication was read from the council of the London 
Chamber of Commerce stating that it was intended to proceed 
with the organisation of a similar congress to that held in 
1896, towards the end of June next year, that date being, in all 
probability, suitable to the large number of colonial agents 
and traders whom it was expected would be attending the Paris 
Exhibition in 1900, and requesting the Bristol Chamber to co- 
operate in the congress. A list of topics has been selected, 
which is likely to afford material for discussion. Upon the 
motion of the president, seconded by Mr. Mark Whitwill, jun., 
it was resolved that the president, two vice-presidents, and the 
pee should be nominated as delegates to represent this 
council. 
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With reference to the resolution passed by the council of 
this Chamber at the previous.monthly meeting upon the sub- 
ject of the metric system of weights and measures, it was 
reported that the same had been duly forwarded to the Asso- 
ciated Chambers of Commerce, and that the executive of that 
body had considered the same at their meeting on the 11th inst., 
when they had resolved to apply, in the first instance, to the 
Decimal Association for the information required in the Bristol 
resolution. The Decimal Association had now replied by stating 
that the evidence given before the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons in 1895, and the Board of Trade Blue Book 
on Foreign Competition, the.opinions of Her Majesty’s Diplo- 
matic and Consular Officers on British Trade Methods, Mr. 
Worthington’s reports from South America, and the consular 
reports generally, set forth the special information that this 
Chamber considered was desirable. Mr. Lee also reported cor- 
respondence with the secretary of the Decimal Association on 
the question. 

The President stated that in 1878 the council of this Cham- 
ber, acting upon the suggestion of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 
appointed a certain number of skilled artisans of Bristol to 
visit and report upon the special technicalities of the various 
industries displayed at the Paris Exhibition, and that a public 
subscription was opened to meet the expenses thereof. Nine 
delegates were appointed, representing the following trades :— 
Floorcloth, boot and shoe, saddlery, cabinet, engineering, 
machinists, bookbinders, and stationers, and on their return 
their reports were published, and issued under the auspices of 
the Chamber. He believed that such action was of very great 
value, and was of opinion that some such steps could be taken 
for the exhibition of 1900. | 

A communication was read from the Southampton Chamber 
of Commerce, expressing the opinion of that Chamber that the 
Customs General Order relating to transhipment of goods 
would never work satisfactorily, and inquiring what action 
this Chamber had taken in the matter, as shippers of transit 
goods had secured the deferment of the order until October, 
and that in the meantime it was quite possible, by combined 
action, to have its operations postponed indefinitely, and perhaps 
ultimately withdrawn. The secretary reported that he had 
referred the matter to several shipping interests in this city, 
but, so far as he could ascertain, little or no bonded tranship- 
ment is done at this port. He had, therefore, replied to the 
Southampton Chamber by stating that he was afraid a memorial 
from Bristol would not strengthen the action of the English 
transhipment ports. 

Reference was also made to sugar bounties, the mail service 
to Canada, the Telegraphic Communication Bill, Midland Rail- 
way rates for hardware goods, &c. 
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Dundee-—The monthly meeting of the directors of this 
Chamber of Commerce was held on 3rd August last, Mr. R. B. 

Don, president, in the chair. 

Intimation was received that the fourth Congress of Chambers 

of Commerce of the Empire would meet in London in June 

next year. It was resolved that the Dundee Chamber should 
be represented at the meeting, and the secretary was instructed 
to communicate with the London Chamber on the subject. 

Various letters from the Foreign Office were read regarding 
the sanitary regulations issued by the Governments of Bulgaria 
and Roumania as to the importation into those countries of 
-sacks from India. It was intimated that a report might be 
looked for with respect to charges which had been made for 
disinfection at Roumanian ports, regarding which no intima- 
tion had been received. 

A letter was read from the Foreign Office, dated 31st ult., 
regarding the brokerage charges levied upon British shipping 
in French ports. Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havre 
stated that the report of the Committee appointed to examine 
into the matter had been presented to the Havre Chamber of 
Commerce, and that the Chamber, after deliberation, expressed 
the opinion that the British and Danish Governments should be 
informed that their representations on the subject could not be 
taken into consideration. 

Communications were reported from various mercantile firms 
in regard to a large increase on Portuguese consular fees, which 
would prove onerous on small shipments of merchandise to 
Portugal. It was resolved to take steps with a view to a more 
satisfactory scale of fees if possible. 

Isle of Man.—An adjourned public meeting to inaugurate 
the “Isle of Man Chamber of Commerce” was held recently 
under the presidency of Alderman Proctor. A resolution was 
adopted, without dissent, in favour of constituting the new 
Chamber, and officers to serve until the first annual meeting in 
September or October next were elected as follows :—President, 
Mr. Robert Archer; vice-president, Councillor R. H. Cubbon; 
treasurer, Mr. Thomas Cowley; secretary, Mr. F. W. Briscoe. 
Some forty gentlemen have signified their willingness to act 
on the council or governing committee of the Chamber of Com- 
merce. The secretary produced a draft copy of the proposed 
rules of the new Chamber, and a committee was appointed to 
consider and revise them. It is proposed that sections should be 
formed for the various towns of the island, and also, where 
necessary, for particular trades. 

Leeds.—A meeting of the council of the Leeds Incorporated 
Chamber of Commerce was recently held in the council-room 
at the Royal Exchange, the President (Mr. E. Matheson) in the 
ehair. 

The secretary reported that, as instructed at the last 
meeting, he had written to the Foreign Office with regard 
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to the proposed visit of the Chinese Ambassador to 
Leeds. He had received a reply, in which it was stated that 
the Chinese Ambassador’s engagements would not admit of his 
visit taking place until some time in October next. His Ex- 
cellency wished that a list of the places which it was proposed 
that he should visit should be forwarded to him. The president 
and secretary were requested to forward a list of trades carried 
on in the city, and to make arrangements for the visit. 

With reference to the Telephones Bill, the secretary said he 
had received a letter from Mr. Jeeves, the Town Clerk, with a 
copy of the resolution passed by the City Council, which was 
entirely in sympathy with the resolution of the Chamber on 
the subject, and opposed to the Government proposals. The 
Liverpool Chamber had expressed the opinion that the Bill, as 
altered, would prove more unsatisfactory as a complete solution 
of the question than in its original form. 

A communication was submitted from the Belfast Chamber 
asking the Leeds Chamber if they would join in taking action 
to bring about the abolition of commercial travellers’ licences 
in Russia, or a substantial reduction in their cost. It was 
agreed to express sympathy with the object aimed at by the 
Belfast Chamber. 

The President, Mr. J. W. Wilans, Mr. Zossenheim, and the 
Secretary were appointed to represent the Chamber at the 
autumnal meeting of the Associated Chambers in Belfast, which 
takes place on the 5th September and following days. 

London.—The annual meeting of the London Chamber of 
Commerce was held on 2nd August at Botolph House, East- 
cheap. Mr. A. G. Sandeman presided. 

In the course of his address, Mr. Sandeman said that the 
number of meetings held in 1898 was the largest on record, 
having attained the total of 360. The total membership on 
3lst December last was 3,752. The Chamber had continued to 
work actively in the cause of commercial education. As to the 
condition of trade, no better index could be obtained than that 
provided by the Board of Trade in its Memorandum on the 
State of the Skilled Labour Market. The latest memorandum 
referred to the month of June, when “the general state of 
employment continued good, and the percentage of unemployed 
was lower than at any similar period since the year 1890.” As 
to the home trade, the average of the national prosperity was 
being maintained. As exemplifying the activity of trade in the 
United Kingdom, he referred to the unusual demand for coin 
for circulation to the country. When they turned to foreign 
trade they found in the returns of Customs some justification 
for thinking that we have not reached the ebb tide which some 
of our competitors wished us to meet. The values of domestic 
exports had increased in a fair ratio for yarns and textile 
fabrics, as also for metals and machinery. The chairman con- 
cluded by moving the adoption of the annual report, which was 
agreed to. 
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XXVI.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Seventeenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland 
for the year 1898. Part II. Report on Salmon Fisheries (C. 9320). 
Price 73d. 

According to the report the fishing season of 1898 appears to 
have been considerably below the average. The return furnished 
by the Scottish Railway Companies and steamship owners as to 
the weight of salmon forwarded by them from all parts of the 
country show a total of 1,717 tons as compared with 2,194 tons 
in 1897, being a decrease of 477 tons. The practice of dis- 
tributing salmon direct from rivers and fishing stations to various 
markets, rather than as formerly forwarding all fish to London 
seems to be on the increase in Scotland, and for this reason 
reference is made to the returns of the Railway and Steamship 
Companies as giving a fuller account of the trade in salmon than 
is now to be obtained from Billingsgate. A comparison of the 
figures derived from these two sources of information show a 
marked difference. The number of boxes of salmon sent to 
Billingsgate in 1898 was 14,174 as compared with 16,284 in 1897, 
being a decline of 2,110 boxes. The total, however, delivered at 
Billingsgate, taking a box as | cwt., represents only 708 tons, so 
that fully 1,000 tons of salmon seem to have been sent to markets 
other than Billingsgate. 

With reference to the Billingsgate returns themselves, last 
year’s figure is lower than any since 1879. The average for the 
period of 18 years since 1879 is 23,161 boxes, compared with 
which the figures for 1898 show a decline of 8,987 boxes, but from 
the information supplied from the Railway and Steamship Com- 
panies the decline may be regarded as due in a measure to the 
practice already referred to of sending salmon direct to other 
markets. In the following table will be found the number of 
boxes sent to Billingsgate in each year since 1867 :— 


Boxes of " Boxes of 

Year. Salmon. Year. Salmon. 

1867 ... ihe 23,006 1883 ... 35,506 
1868 ... 28,020 1884 ... 27,219 
1869 ... 20,474 1885 ... 30,362 
1870 ... vas 20,648 1886 ... bes 23,407 
1872 ... 24,404 1888 ... 22,857 
1873 ... 30,181 1889 ... 21,101 
1874 ... 32,180 1890 ... ae 18,931 
£0,375 3891 ... 25,889 
1876 ... 34,655 1892 ... 21,919 
1878 ... pa 26,465 1894 ... 15,489 
1879 ... 13,929 1895 ... 25,364 
1880 ... 17,457 1896 ... 22,435 
1881 ... 23,905 1897 ... 16,284 
1882 ... 22,968 1898 ... 14,174 
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2. Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries on the Sea and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1898. (C. 9363.) Price 1s. 3d. 
- In this report it is stated that 6,707 vessels and boats were 
actually engaged in the Sea Fisheries in 1898 as compared with 
6,626 in 1897. This shows an increase of 81. There were 25,206 


_men and 969 boys employed, showing an increase on the previous 


year of 613 men and a decrease of 157 boys. Of the vessels 393 
were first class, 2,940 second class and 3,374 third class. With 
regard to the quantity of fish landed according to the returns 
received froin those places around Ireland, from which it has been 
possible to obtain information, the total value of the sea fish 
(including shell fish but excluding salmon) landed in Ireland in 
1898 was 392,587/. as compared with 378,385/. in 1897, an increase 
of 14,202/. Statistics are not available of the total amount of 
salmon captured, but computing the quantity exported to nine 
English markets at the Liverpool price the gross value would be 
490,47 21. 

Of the pollen caught in Lough Neagh the amount exported is 
estimated to value 6,508/. The spring mackerel season of 1898 
was one of the best for the last ten years. The amount of mackerel 
despatched to market was about 18,823 tons, representing a money 
value to the fishermen of 106,542/. Although the entire capture 
of mackerel in 1898 was greater than in 1897 a further decline is 
reported last year in the autumn fishery, the take being 7,575 tons, 
or 5,376 tons less than that of 1897. This represents a loss in 
money of 17,156I. 

The herring fisheries appear to show a general improvement, 
for, although on the Donegal coast, the take was seriously affected 
by the stormy weather, which rendered fishing for a long time 
impossible, there has been an increase in the total capture, and a 
consequent advance in the money earned from 61,602I. in 1897, to 
69,5361. in 1898. The most remarkable increase in the take was 
at Waterford, where the common estuary of the Barrow, Nore, and 
Suir became literally packed with herrings, and the boats reaped 
a rich harvest. According to the returns received from those 
places around Ireland from which information is available, the 
total quantity of sea fish (other than salmon and shell fish) cap- 
tured in 1898, was 1,190,623 ewts., valued at 343,036/. In 1897 
the corresponding figures were 950,198 ewts. and 317,017/. The 
year 1898 shows, therefore, increases of 240,425 cwts., and 
26,0191. 


3. Twenty-ninth Annual Report of the Deputy Master and 
Comptroller of the Mint, 1898. (C. 9371.) Price 84d. 

In making his annual report to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Deputy Master of the Mint declares that the number of pieces 
struck in the Operative Department, on account of Imperial and 
Colonial coinage in 1898 amounted to 96,099,217, exceeding the 
largest number struck in any preceding year by 2,261,402 pieces. 
The real and nominal value of the Imperial coinage issued during 
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the year as compared with the year 1897, and with the mean of 
the ten years 1888-97 was as follows :— 


Mean of 

Ten Years 

wane 1898. 1897. 1888-97, 

£ £ £ 

Silver... 1,312,306 982,001 1,188,885 
Totals ... 7.197.307 | £2,867,668 | £7,577,428 


The sterling issue in 1898 is thus considerably above that of 
last year in value, although about 400,000/. less than the average 
of the preceding ten years, owing to the large re-coinages which 
have recently taken place in gold, the silver and bronze issues 
being also above the average. The demand for Colonial subsidiary 
coin was again very large, having risen from 35,154,000 pieces in 
1897, to 39,896,607 pieces last year. 

The amount of gold imported into the Mint by the Bank of 
England was, as in the preceding year, very small, and consisted 
of light coin only. The weight of this importation amounted to 
520,983-°080 ozs., and the value to 2,028,5771. 17s. 4d., the nominal 


value being 2,050,6911. 
The gold coin issued consisted of :— 
Sovereigns ... .. £4,346,200 
Half-sovereigns... ane 1,434,246 


Total ave £5,780,446 


This coin was produced in the proportion of about one-fifth 
from bullion, and four-fifths from light gold coin. In addition to 
this issue, the amount of new gold coin received at the Bank of 
England from Australia was 1,778,5001., forming a total of 
7,598,9461. If the nominal value of the gold coin withdrawn from 
circulation, 2,050,6911., be deducted from this total, the net 
addition to the gold currency during the year amounted to 
5,908,2551. 


4, Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1890 (Proceedings). (237.) 
Price 34d. 

This is a report by the Board of Trade respecting the applications 
to, and proceedings of, the Board of Trade under the Electric 
Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1890, during the past year. 

5. Railway Accidents: Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 
reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Companies in 
the United Kingdom during the Three months ending 31st March, 
1899, together with Reports of the Inspecting Officers of the Railway 
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Department to the Board of Trade upon certain accidents which were 
inquired into. (C. 9378.) Price 1s. 14d. 


During the period referred to in this return—January to March 
1899-—the total number of personal accidents reported to the 
Board of Trade by the several Railways Companies amounted to 
288 persons killed, and 4,452 injured. During the corresponding 
period of 1898, the figures were 284 killed and 3,860 injured. 


6. Second Report by the Board of Trade of Proceedings under the 
Conciliation (Trade Disputes) Act, 1896. (275.) Price 2d. 


According to this report, which is issued by the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Department of the Board of Trade, the 
first report of the Board (C. 8533) on their proceedings under the 
Conciliation Act, 1896, dealt with the first ten months during 
which the Act was in operation, viz., from August, 1896, to June, 
1897. During that period there were 35 cases in which the 
services of the Board of Trade were either invited or offered for 
the settlement of disputes between employers and employed, and 
19 disputes were actually settled under the Act. The present 
report covers the two years from July Ist, 1897, to the end of 
June, 1899. The number of disputes in which action has been 
taken or invited during this period shows some falling off compared 
with the period covered by the last report, the total only 
amounting to 32, of which 22 have been settled under the Act. 

Thus altogether since the passage of the Act, 67 cases have 
arisen and 41 disputes have been settled under its provisions,. 
As regards the 26 disputes not settled under the Act, 12 applica-. 
tions to the Board of Trade were refused, seven disputes were 
settled between the parties during the negotiations, and in 
seven cases the Board of Trade failed to effect an arrangement. 

The following table gives particulars of the action taken by 
the Board and its results in the periods covered by the present 
and the previous reports respectively. 


Aug. 1896 July 1897 
—- to to Total. 
June 1897, June 1899, 
Disputes settled under the Act:— 
By conciliation ... ass 14 12 26 
By arbitration 5 10 15 
Total ... eee eee 19 22 41 
Disputes settled between the 
parties during negotiations 4 3 7 
Failure to effect a settlement 5 2 7 
Applications refused by the 
Béard of Trade... 7 5. 12 
Total ... ose ose 35 32 67 


i 
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7. Gas Companies (Metropolis) Accounts of the Metropolitan Gas 
Companies for the year 1898. (206.) Price 3d. 

This is an annual statement issued by the Board of Trade 
in compliance with the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860 (23 and 24 Vict., 
cap. 125), the Gas Light and Coke Company’s Act, 1876 (39 and 
40 Vict., cap. 225), the South Metropolitan Gas Light and Coke 
Company’s Act, 1876 (39 and 40 Vict., cap. 229), and the Com- 
mercial Gas Act, 1875 (38 and 39 Vict., cap. 200). 

It contains the accounts of the Gas Light and Coke Company 
(39 and 40 Vict., cap. 225), the South Metropolitan Gas Company 
(39 and 40 Vict. cap. 229), and the Commercial Gas Company (38 
and 39 Vict., cap. 200), for each half of the year 1898. 

8. Railway Returns for England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland 
for the year 1898, with Summary Tables for the United Kingdom for 
each year from 1854 to 1898, &e. (C. 9396.) Price 11d. 

This return, which is issued annvally by the Board of Trade, in 
pursuance of ‘Act 34 and 35 V ict., C. 78, contains detailed state- 
ments for England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, for the year 
1898, of authorised and paid-up capital ; the number of passengers 

‘and quantity of goods conveyed and the receipts therefrom; the 
number of miles of single, double, treble, and quadruple, or more, 
lengths of rails; the amount of working expenditure and net 
receipts and number of each kind of rolling stock ; and statements 
of the receipts from each class of season and periodical tickets, 
including workmen’s weekly tickets with third class. A table is 
also given showing the ieugths of railways authorised under the 
Light Railways (Ireland) Act, 1889, the Railways (Ireland) Act, 
1890, and the Transfer of Railways ([reland) Act, 1890, towards 
the construction of which State assistance was given. 

A summary table for the railways of the whole of the United 
Kingdom shows that the total length of line open for traffic in 
1898 was 21,659 miles, as compared with 21,435 miles in 1897. 

9. Merchant Shipping, 1888. Tables showing the Progress of 
British Merchant Shipping. (217.) Price 63d. 

This annual return, which is issued by the Board of Trade, gives 
tables showing the tonnage of sailing and steam vessels entered 
and cleared at ports of the United Kingdom in each of the years 
1840, 1550, 1860, 1870, 1875, 1880 and 1885 as well as later 
years from 1890 down to 1898 inclusive. Particulars are also 
given for a series of years relating to the mercantile marine 
or the United Kingdom and various foreign countries, together 
with the number and tonnage of vessels built, wrecks, not only of 
British vessels, but also of vessels belonging to the principal 
maritime countries, rates of seamen’s and engineers’ wages, 
analysis of crews of merchant vessels, number of persons 
employed at sea, and proportion of such persons per 100 tons, 
together with other details and miscellaneous information relating 
to tke mercantile marine down to the end of the year 1898. 
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XXVII.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


PostaL CoMMUNICATION WITH THE YuKON 


Since the current number of the Post Office Guide was printed, 
information has been received from the Canadian Post Office that 
all classes of correspondence, as well as parcels sent by Parcels 
Post, can now again be forwarded to Dawson and other places in 
the Yukon District during the season of inland navigation. 

As it is not probable that the arrangements which have been 
made can remain in force after the 30th of September next, 
articles other than letters and post cards for the Yukon District 
should reach Vancouver on or before that date. Parcels should be 
posted at the latest in time for despatch in the mail for Canada to 
be made up at Bristol on the morning of the 11th September. 
The latest opportunity for sending packets of printed matter, &c., 
will be by the mail leaving London on the evening of the 11th of 
that month. 


PaRCELS FoR UGANDA. 

Hitherto parcels intended for residents in Uganda have not been 
forwarded unless they were addressed to au agent at Mombasa in 
British East Africa. While it is still desirable that this method 
of addressing such parcels should be followed, parcels addressed 
simply to Uganda will in future be accepted for transmissicn 
under the same conditions as parcels fcr British East Africa. For 
the conveyance of parcels from Mombasa to Uganda a charge of 
one rupee (1s. 4d.) per pound will be collected in each case from 
the addressee or from his agent at Mombasa. 


ParcEL Post wirh SouTH AUSTRALIA. 
Now that parcels for South Australia can be insured, compensa- 
tion will no longer be given for the loss or damage of uninsured 
parcels sent by Parcel Post to or from that Colony. 


MaiLs FoR NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The contractors for the direct mail service between this country 
and Newfoundland have fixed the despatch of their steamers from 
Liverpool at intervals of 10 and 11 days, instead of a fortnight as 
advertised in the notice issued on the 11th April last, and in 
the Post Office Guide. 

The dates of despatch to the end of September will be as 
follows: 19th August, 29th August, 9th September, 19th 
September, 30th September. 

The mails will be made upin London on the evenings preceding 
each of the dates mentioned above. The packets will proceed 
direct from Liverpool to St. John’s without calling at any 
intermediate port. 


| 
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The parcel mails will be made up at Liverpool on the mornings 
of the dates on which the packets leave that port. 


Malis ror CaNaDa. 


Arrangements have been made by the Canadian Government for 
a weekly direct mail service to be performed by packets sailing 
between Avonmouth (Bristol) and Quebec, calling at Queenstown 
both on the outward and on the homeward voyage. 

The packets will leave Avonmouth every Monday; and the 
final mails will be made up in London on Monday evening for 
embarkation at Queenstown. 

Parcels should be posted in time to reach Bristol early on 
Monday morning. 


MAaILs FOR JAPAN AND CHINA VIA VANCOUVER. 


Mails for Japan and China will be despatched from London, by 
way of Vancouver, during the next few months on the evenings of 
the undermentioned dates: Monday, 28th August ; Monday, 25th 
September ; Monday, 23rd October. 

Mails will be made up in Ireland on the following day in each 
case. 

Parcel mails for Japan will be made up at Bristol in each case 
on the Monday morning. 
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XXVIII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForeEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

SrateMent of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinapom during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st 
July, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of the year 
1898. 

Montu Juty. 

I. Imports rrom Foreian Countries AND British Possessions. 
Month ended 

3lst July. I 
1899, | 1898, 


£ £ £ 
i Animals, living (foe food) oo 1,000,069 | 930,791 69,278 


TI, (A.) fin” of food and 
dut ve [14,691,228 |73,258,826 | 1,432,402 
(B.) ‘ticle ‘of food and drink, 


dutial eee eee | 2,239,201 | 2,048,863 190,838 
Tobaceo, dutiable coe | — «879,168 | 260,637 | 118,581 
III, Metals .. 2,470,926 | 1,847,311 | 623,615; — 


Chemicals, dyestuffs “and “tanning 
substances eve one 438,029 418,269 19,760 
Oils 852,169 657,845 194,324 
VI. Raw materials for textile manu- 
8,445,455 | 3,474,294 _ 28,839 


factures 
VII. Raw ae for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. ann 5,852,180 | 5,323,559 | 528,571 _ 
VIII. Manufactured articles wee ee | 7,894,381 | 6,717,931 676,450 oo 
IX. (A. — articles... ... | 1,084,374 | 876,344 | 208,030 _ 
(B. reel post eee eee eee 88,242 88,369 


Total value (89,985,872 |35,903,039 | 4,032,988; — 


II. Exports or British anp Ir1sH Propuck aND MANUFACTURE. 


II. Articles of food and drink : eee | 1,098,719 | 7 080,871 17,848 

III, Raw materials Pe 2,863,852 | 1,745,848 | 638,004 

IV. Articles manufactured and. partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 

(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics... 9,072,301 | 8,337,859 | 734,442 ~ 

(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery)! 3,583,948 | 2,749,593 | 834,855 _ 

(C.) Machinery and millwork _... | 1,804,574 | 1,653,024 | 151,550 _ 

(D.) Ships, New (not — as 


£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living ee eee 76,219 71,466 4,753 _ 


British)’ | 545,580 | (Not re-| 545,580; 
E. 1 and articles of ee 
¢ and articles of per- 

898,406 | 905,416 7,010 
(F.) "Chemicals “and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ... | 685,987 | 637,031 1,044 


(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured | 2,900,622 | 2,756,039 | 144,583 _ 
(H.) Parcel post ... wee -:195,750 | 152,731 43,019 


Total value... e+e |23,195,958* 20,089,878 | 3,106,080* 


IIL. Exports or Foreign anp Propucer. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value ... 5,441,488 | 5,243,002 | 198,487) 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899, 
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I,—ForeEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KiINGDOM—continued. 


Seven Monras 3lst Juty. 
I. Imports From Foreign Countries Britisn Possessions. 


Seven months ended 


3lst July. 
— Increase, | Decrease 
1899, | 1898. 
£ & £ £ 
I, Animals, (for food) 5,924,688 | 6,427,140 | 502,452 
II, (A.) Articles o of food and drink, duty 
free -{96,081,026 |96,901,161 820,135 
@.) _Attictes “of food and drink, 
wes «13,586,348 [14,123,310 536,962 
dutiable eve 2,553,240 | 2,020,048 533,192 
IIL. Metals . |12,868,010 | 3,419,002 


Chemicals, dyestuffs, “and “tanning 
substances... 8,779,808 | 3,689,058} 90,750|  — 
V. Oils 5,426,730 | 4,619,819 | 806,911 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufac- 
41,881,390 |44,643,669| — | 3,312,279 


tures 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures ... «+.|29,023,769 |26,755,157 | 2,268,612 
VIII. Manufactured articles ove ---/58,262,003 |50.959,953 | 2,302,050 
TX, (A.) Miscellaneous articles ... 8,667,469 | 8,037,890 | 629,579 
(B.) Parcel post 715,624 | 836,275 120,651 


68,10 271,881,400 4,757,617 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuce MANUFACTURE. 


£ 4 
I. Animals, living ...| 529,928 | 617,388 87,460 
Il. Articles of food anddrink ..| 6 ,828,735 | 6,171,834 | 156,901 
IIL Raw materials .. ee 1447 93, 419 11,040 160 | 3,753,259 — 


IV, Articles manufactured partly 
manufactured, viz. :— | 
156,918,871 54,750,730 | 2,163,141 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac-| 
tured therefrom (except machinery) 21,666,563 '19,033,858 | 2,632,705 


(C.) Machinery and millwork +++(11,841,366 '10,167,840 | 1,173,526 _ 
(D.) Ships, new (not registered as 
British) »- | 5,759,247 | (Not re- | 5,759,247 _ 
@). ) Apparel and articles of ‘personal corded.) 
5,456,528 | 5,348.376 | 108,152 
Chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal] preparations... 5,318,457 | 5,028,877 | 289,580 


(G.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ...'20,221,313 19,304,198 | 917,115 = 
(H.) Parcel post © ... 1,888,425 | 1134,796 | 253,629 


IIT. Exports or Foreign anp Propvce. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value... [88,948,805 |37,276,563 | 1,782,242 | — 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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II.—Cory Prices. 


Return of the Quantities and Averace Prices or Britisn 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus, 
Week ended ist July, 1899 660720 1,346 4 8,779 7 
we 44,599 4 265 4 4,149 2 
” 1lith ” 40,423 4 574 4 6,573 
~ ie 1 168 7 4,866 7 
» Wh 49,692 8 257 4,240 0 
Corresponding month in 1898 49,4472 1,184 4 15,017 
” ” 1897 148,032 3 8,328 7 10,056 
Average Prices, 
s s d, 
Week ended 1st July, 1899 aa eae 2% 2 18 0 
21 10 18 0 
22 5 18 2 
July, 1899 2% 5 22 18 0 
June, 25 6 23 10 18 
May a 25 3 23 11 
April, 24 8 2 6 17 0 
March, 25 «8 2% 6 16 11 
February, owe 26 26 11 16 il 
December, 1898 ... eve 27 2 28 5 @ 
November 28 1 28 7.2 
October 26 «6 27 6 
August 33 1 2% 6 20 1 
July, 1898 . 37. 24 3 20 8 
o ose 27. 18 0 18 8 
“ae 24 4 18 3 1 
» 1895 . ose 24 «9 19 8 


| | 
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Retcrn of the Numsers, and Destinations of the 


Passencers that left the Unirep for P.aces. out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st July, 1899, and the seven 
Months ended 31st July, 1899, compared with the corresponding 


periods of the previous Year. 
Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of Gooa | All 
States. | America.| asia. places. 
1898. 
Month ended 31st July, 1899. 
English ... ee | 4,104 1,591 493 940 448 7,576 7,913 
ae 655 187 65 298 76 1,276 1,170 
Irish ove | 2,040 94 53 93 29 2,309 1,781 
Total of British 
origin .., e+ | 6,799 1,872 611 1,326 553 11,161 10,864 
Foreigners... ...| 5,910 | 2,295 40 542 132 | 8,919 4,746 
distinguished ... 110 21 _ _ 186 817 233 
Total ... o- | 12,819 4,188 651 1,868 871 20,397 15,843 
Total for corre- 
sponding 8,717 3,314 650 2,350 812 | 15,843 _ 
month, 1898 
Seven Months ended 31st July, 1899. 
English ... eo | 21,389 8,470 | 4,228 6,485 | 4,192 | 44,714 45,975 
Scotch ., ‘ 3,428 1,016 596 1,892 775 7,707 7,624 
Trish . - | 23,827 550 506 843 281 26,007 19,498 
Total of British 
origin ... o- | 48,594 | 10,036 5,330 9,220 | 5,248 | 78,428 73,097 
Foreigners... ee | 33,042 10,125 271 2,919 845 | 47,202 32,569 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 277 55 1 = 1,501 1,834 £633 
Total ... | 81,9138 | 20,216 | 5,602 12,139 7,594 | 127,464 | 107,299 
Total for corre- 
i 64,247 | 15,767 | 5,223 | 13,691 7,371 | 107,299 mo 
months, 1898 
Nore.—The above figures, being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 


jog. 


ask presk 


B& poses 


\ 
Ret 
Aliens 
route 
Kin 
Ar 
or ¢ 
Uni 
A 
Total 
of 
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IV.— ALIEN ImMMIGRATION—JULy, 1899. 
of the of Ariens that arrived from the Continenr at Ports t in the 
Usitep Kinapom during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st July, 1899, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 
(Compiled from the Atien Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Wili. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


| 
| 


1899. ] 


Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Gothenburg, Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | Dieppe. Continental | Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | Ports. 
Christiansand. 
| | iq 
1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898. | 1899, | 1898, 
Month ended 31st July. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
places out of the United 
don: 
at London 1,596) 1,755 531 286: 237 607 422; 2,971) 2,654 
* Grimsby me 471 97 19 27 1 5 eo 53 35 544 164 
Hull ... 109 101 59 57 75 140 181 383 451 
2 Tyne Ports . 38 70 58 124 252 . 290 294 638 693 
” Leith ... a6 75 57 52 54 4 6 - oes 47 93 178 210 
8 er ports ... 27 122 47) 30 152 1 wae 500) 506 817 787 
| 
Total ooo pos 2,316) 2,202 766 578 721 618 888 556 1,734) 1,531] $6,425) 45,515 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby 10 65 203 94 389 OU) eos 75 86 677 546 
” Hartlepool 
” Hull ... 153 289 9) 17 960 440)... eco 1,505 503; 2,627) 1,249 
Other ports 2 9 70 32 2 462 263} 536) 320 
Total 165] 397/286 1,363] 759}... |. 2,121] 854) 3,935] 2,158 
Total of Aliens en route and | | 
of Aliens not stated to be | 
en route to America or other || 2,481) 2,599 1,052] 721) 2,084] 1,407} +888} 3,855 2,385! 10,360 7,668 
out of the United 
Kingdom: 
Seven months ended 3lst July. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
out of the United 
om : 
Total No. 12,421) 10,919] 4,453! 3,827) 4,128) 3,813) 5,913; 4,958) 9,447) 7,297 $36,362 $30,314 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : - 
Total No... ...{ 998} 3,082) 2,577 814! 9,520! 7,098]... | 15,224) 7,973, 28,819, 18,967 
Total of Aliens en route and \ 
of Aliens not stated to be 
n route to America or other | |. 13419 14,001] 7,030) 4,141) 13,648) 10,911) 5,913) 4,958 24,671) 15,270 $64,681 $49,281 
out of the United | 
| 
| | 
* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other es out of the 


United Kingdom,” and ‘ Aliens en route to America, &c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
lorecord this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 188, 
Sess. 1899, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 

e ports from which ‘Afien Lists are received are sieahemn, Dafoe, Blyth, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, song Glasgow, 


e, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, 
recei 


castle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. i 
from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
by train as third-class passengers. 


the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of 1898; in the seven months 


+ The number of sailors included with 
of the United Kingdom in the month of July, 1899, was 919, and 1,120 in the same mont 
ended July, 1899, the number was 7,860, and in the same months of 1898 the number was 7,337. 


| 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Nomser of Recerving Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Seven Months 
Jaly. ended July. 

1899. | 1898. 1899, | 1898, 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted ... 294 70 | 2475 | 2,523 

Number gazetted in principal trades and occupe- 

tions :— 
Publicans and 27 21 187 150 
Grocers, &c. 23 33 183 183 
Builders 19 20 178 126 
Bakers aK 3 11 69 88 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers. 5 6 62 73 

Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ... 6 6 44 58 
Engineers and founders, &c. 5 5 37 15 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... 1. 1 5 35 29 
Agents, commission and general... Bee 3 8 34 47 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&e. 3 29 35 

Jewellers, watchmakers, importers,  silver- 
smiths, &c. Sos 6 1 29 24 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hhauliers bse 4 3 28 12 
Clerks, commercial and general .. a 2 5 27 38 
Travellers, commercial, 2 3 23 23 
Provision merchants, &c, <n 2 4 23 19 
3 3 23 15 
Gardeners, florists, 2 2 22 18 

Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 
and dealers 1 2 20 26 
Auctioneers .. 1 4 20 24 
Tobacconists, 3 20 23 
Carpenters and joiners... 2 1 20 17 
Printersand publishers ... 3 2 20 14 
Solicitors... 3 3 18 24 
Blacksmiths, farriera, &e. .. ae 7 1 18 14 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers... 3 2 17 18 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eco te 2 ‘4 17 16 
Architects and GUEVEYORS 1 1 17 8 
Lodging-house keepers... 3 2 16 5 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers ie pee 4 4 15 22 
Merchants ... 1 df 15 19 
Chemists, druggists : and chemical manufacturers _ 2 15 11 
Saddlers and harness makers... ooo eee 2 2 14 18 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. ose see soe 3 5 14 21 
Furniture dealers and makers... 3 3 13 24 
ers ose oon ooo _ 2 13 14 
Iroumongers... 1 12 19 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers eee 2 3 12 19 
tractors ... 8 2 12 15 
Carriage, &c., builders  <.. ay 3 1 12 11 
Directors and promoters of public companies . ove 1 2 11 17 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants uke 1 _ IL 12 
Timber merchants and wood dealers ...  ... 2 2 il 10 
Hosiers, glovers, &c, oor 1 1 ll 8 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... ae 2 2 10 14 
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Seven Months 

July. ended July. 
1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| No No. No No. 

tions—cont, : 

Officersin Army .. 2 1 9 15 
Clothiers, outfitters, &e. ae 1 1 9 13 
tors of medicine, physicians, a. ove 1 1 9 13 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, ... 2 3 9 7 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers «ee _ 2 8 16 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. pe - 1 2 8 10 
Fishing smack owners, and masters os oo 1 1 8 8 
Hairdressers .. 1 3 7 12 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ...  .. 2 2 7 10 
Brokers, stock and share ... 1 5 7 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. . oe * 1 2 5 8 
Cattle and pig dealers... ove 1 1 4 10 
Stationers ... i 3 16 
Cotton sp‘nners and. manufacturers 2 5 


VI.—Exprort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Numper of Anima.s exported from IreLanp to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st 
July, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of 


the year 1898. 


Seven Months 
July. ended Jaly. 
Animals, 

1899, 1898. 1899. 1898. 

No. No. No. No. 
Cattle ons ove ooo eee 57,187 | 62,478 | 363,075} 360,401 
Sheep | 208,155 | 189,316 | 471,319] 423,150 
Horses... ooo eo 4,762 4,036 24,480} 23,292 
Asses ove, one 515 469 2,192 1,757 
Total... | 290,571 | 277,483 


| 
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VII.—FisHery AND WALEs. 


Sratement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Eneiish and Coasts from the fishin 
grounds during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st 
July, 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of 


the on 1898. 
July. | Seven — ended 
1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
1,885 1,671 11,287 10,982 
ave 6,922 7,158 || 46,818 $6,820 
5,795 5,674 || 37,227 37,744 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 5,127 3,937 || 25,461 | ‘18,883 
Totalprimefish 19,729 18,240 120,793 | 114,429 
Cod 38,514 34,679 857,260 | 335,692 
Haddock 223,470 199,698 || 1,496,120 | 1,477,175 
be 32,155 58,488 126,684 | 146,549 
Halibut .., 20,834 20,048 75,971 64,109 
errings ie 33,881 75,232 140,941 187,247 
ing 7,040 7,507 60,356 76,265 
erel 11,154 23,224 388,967 323,449 
Pilchards a . 4,082 3,312 5,926 8,139 
Plaice te 70,442 63,821 429,487 401,953 
ll 32 7,469 18,480 
“separately distinguished, except shell 
85,749 90,991 670,166 660,893 
Total... 547,041 595,272 || 3,880,140 | 3,814,380 
Shell fish :— No. ° 0 
Crabs 578,081 526,996 || 4,143,081 | 4,876,598 
Lobsters 169,373 176,328 532,138 566,884 
Oysters . 1,888,000 | 2,058,000 || 19,729,000 | 15,689,000 
wts. Cwts. wts. 
32,514 31,418 292,934 282,979 
VALUE. 
£ £ 
48,257 51,733 328,438 331,255 
Turbot ns 17,719 16,477 149,280 150,257 
Prime fish not) ‘separately distinguished =. 12,790 10,076 70,506 50,620 
83,235 82,257 580,390 563,612 
29,864 17,719 251,103 227,670 
Haddock = 104,228 85,752 76 936,906 
16,872 30,800 79,608 101,517 
26,628 26,114 128,488 114,089 
og 17,436 31,735 57,074 73,179 
Lng 3,574 3,399 37,959 46,273 
ere] gee” ; 8,081 14,500 211,956 224,492 
1,104 951 1,7 
4 ij 1,972 2,668 
di 
427,523 || 3,326,103 8 248,483 
Shell fish 
Crabs 10,205 9,445 49,546 54,433 
Oysters ooo ooo ooo eee eos eee 4,335 4,257 69,735 48,286 
Total valueoffishlanded ... ...  ...| 461,368 $59,829 || 3,547,626 | 3 1482, 665 


Notre.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—FisHery 

Srarement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatur of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Months ended 31st July, 1899, compared with the corre 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 

Seven Months ended 
July. July. 
| 1898. - 1899. | 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 

Soles (Lemon Soles) ... ooo ooo eee eon 3,446 2,531 12,640 9,788 

Turbot .., ose 758 733 4,691 3,372 

Cod ooo eee eos 31,377 36,431 370,722 392,793 

Eel (Conger) ... avd 763 11,576 11, 

Flounder, Plaice, Brill 6,549 5,199 460 

dd: ese oe eee 656 067 419,081 $04,111 

Halibut... ove eos 294 17,424 

Herrings ove ove 890,817 1,604,357 1,639,422 2,668,133 

Mackerel ane ose ose »244 1,707 2,268 3,287 

Saith (Coal Fish) ove eee 16,430 11,059 81,292 88,212 

Skate... ove ove 6,845 4,574 68,682 61,605 

4,002 3,257 32,352 21,878 

Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 

Total ... owe oe 1,043,013 1,721,784 2,895,987 3,866,472 

Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs ... 161,288 193,656 2,308,842 | 2,965,467 
Lobsters... 68,000 68,220 339,591 358,480 

Cwts. Cwts. 5 Cwts. 

VALUE 

& & £ 

Soles Soles) ... 5,502 3,936 24,212 19,411 

1,495 1,291 11,489 8,373 

Cod 

eee 1,109 10,299 154,940 148,161 

Flounder, Plaice, Brill tee 6,631 5,726 55,705 41,167 

Haddock 19, 16,352 258,865 240,630 

Mackerel 

a one oes eee 9 781 1,474 1,450 

Baith (Coal Fish) 1,678 860 9,240 

Sprats .., ose on 34 362 

Torsk 370 89 1,796 1,290 

iting 2.089 1,410 18,234 12,317 

Fish not separately distinguished, except shell ' 

Total 818,261 | 397,838 || 1,108,646 | 1,171,098 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs . 1,079 14,378 14,769 
ams 25 34 1,086 1,00¢ 
Mussels ‘ 367 329 4,725 
1,988 1,057 10,307 9,812 
Total 4,988 51,042 $8,971 
Totalvalueoffishlanded  ...| 324,380 396,826 1,159,688 | 1,220,069 
Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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IX.—FisHery 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Months ended 31st July, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Seven Months ended 
ly. 
July. July. 
1899. 1898, 1899, 1898, 
QuanTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles . 458 312 1,532 1,942 
Turbot ... 160 713 1,110 
Total prime fish 569 $72 2,245 3,052 
ooo 1,362 1,338 £2,648 39,887 
Haddock 831 1,509 8,729 12,311 
Hake ... " 1,165. 3,507 2,524 6,763 
Herrings . 9,217 21,283 50,058 56,640 
CC 1,136 1,316 12,103 14,655 
Mackerel . 8,909 7,173 385,882 366,545 
one ooo 1,062 692 5,652 5,851 
Fish not separately distinguished, except’ 
‘shellfish ... oon ed 5,682 8,18% 36,507 44,970 
Total ... 29,953 $5,595 526,368 551,225 
ahea~ No. No. No. No. 
Crabs... ° 996 $4,320 95,559 98,404 
Lobsters ° 83,459 93,789 175,685 182,601 
Oysters 139,200 117,333 
Cwts. Cwts. wts. 
Other shellfish .., oo 888 1,089 11,148 12,740 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ 
1,359 933 6,141 6,900 
337 612 2,535 4,211 
Total prime fish 1,696 1,645 8,676 11,111 
Cod = 1,071 595 11,326 14,808 
Haddock 718 844 7,160 7,770 
Hake... 644 1,488 
Herrings 777 5,003 14,01 13,301 
674 5,721 6,393 
Mackerel Peale his 2,504 1,306 105,065 101,824 
Vhiting bed 644 317 3,750 3,043 
Fish not separately distinguished, except 
Total ... ove ose 14,468 15,084 177,306 185,108 
Bhell fish 
Crabs... Py 187 180 478 436 
~ Lobsters ‘ 2,228 2,113 5,380 4,888 
shell fish 175 156 1,968 2,014 
2,590 2,449 8,241 7,671 
Total value of fish landed ... 17,058. 17,533 185,547 192,779 


Ncrxr—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The valucs given 
are tLe actual values retuyned by the Jocal officers at each place. 
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X.—Corron Rerurns.—Juty, 1899. 
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Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Imported and Exportep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and ReturnepD to 
Ports during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st July, 
1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Month of Seven Months ended 
July, 3ist July. 
1899. 1898. 1899, 1898. 
Imports. 
American 77,356 69,108 1,743,882 2,049,488 
Brazilian one 600 1,233 17,845 
East Indian www 6,422 12 931 48,895 86,249 
Egyptian es oes 22,264 12,361 252,892 232,233 
Miscellaneous ... 3,€02 4,156 31,315 31,378 
Total ass 110,444 99,990 2,078,247 2,367,184 
EXPports. 
American bee 40,215 16,408 256,207 176,370 
Brazilian... 1.294 i 1,864 
East Indian 5,867 6,924 _ 88,527 18,221 
Egyptian oe 3,478 2,238 56,010 62,178 
Miscellaneous 802 1,153 4,357 9,341 
Total 49,858 28,017 860,581 267,974 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American 212,996 202,924 1,626,852 1,644,428 
Brazilian ... oe 562 1,496 11,156 13,810 
East Indian er 1,149 3,223 11,482 15,157 
Egyptian 15,805 13,241 180,567 178,120 
8,956 5,921 45,955 52,291 
Total... we 234,468 226,805 1,876,012 1,903,806 
Forwanbxp from INLAND Towns to Ports, 
American 860 477 2,330 2,790 
Miscel'aneous ... 90 31 118 273 
Total oe 459 508 2,448 3,083 
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XI.—PERIODICAL .RETURNS OF IMPORTS AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countries in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Par Vatues: Franc=9;d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; Lira = 
Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Lew = 934d. ; L. Egyptian = ll. 0s. 6}4. ; 


Dollar = 4s. 2d. 
I.—Imports. 
te for Period of the 
Value for the Month. latest Month, 
Name of Country. Month. 
1899, 1898. 1899. 1898. 


France... June ...| Frs. 365,032,000 | 437,566,000 || 2,186,314,000 | 2,341,829,000 
Portugal... ...| March ...| Milreis.... 4,897,000 3,889,000 11,617,000 | 10,322,000 
Italy June ...| Lire... 114,040,000 | 152,206,000 || 718,122,000 | 741,495,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| June Gulden ... 62,703,000 | 73,414,000 || 399,554,000 | 435,766,000 
Bulgaria... ..., March...) Lew ... 8,105,000 8,202,000 16,912,000 | 15,767,000 


Egypt;  ... ...| April...) 719,000 801,000 3,301,000 | 3,275,000 
United States ..| June ...| Dollars 61,686,000 51,265,000 388,374,000 | . 326,261,000 
Mexioo*+ ... May ...| 5 4,949,000 3,812,000 45,319,000 39,887,000 


British Indiat May... Rupees... 5,98,78,810 |  5,01,47,844 | 12,29,90,762 | 10,27,18,966 


II.—Exports. 


France ..,_—...| June_...| Frs. ... 338,296,000 | 313,398,000 || 1,854,108,000 | 1,686,388,000 
Portugal ...  ...| March ...| Milreis 2,783,000 2,456,000 7,230,000 6,657,000 
Tialy Sune ...| Lire... 95,147,000} 88,064,000 || 624,733,000 | 573,797,000 
Austria-Hungary June ...| Gulden... 73,415,000 | 64,683,000 430,395,000 | 368,250,000 
Bulgaria... __—...| March...) Lew ... 6,420,000 7,874,000 11,990,000 | 14,015,000 


Egypt... April LL E. 1,048,000 968,000 5,022,000 4,674,000 
United States ...| June ...| Dollars 96,824,000 94,979,000 | 593,439,000 21,542,000 
Mexico*+ ..  ..| May ...) 12,349,000 10,343,000 126,249,000 | 116,060,000 


British Indiat ...| May...) Rupees... 9,20,44,193 | 10,85,85,324 || 18,42,43,487 20,39,14,266 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nore.—The figures are those of the “speial” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and Pritish India, where the figures are “ general.” 
“ Special”? means, in the case of imyorts, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* Including bullion and specie. 

+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, ani those of exports in silver. The aggregate 
figures are for the fiscal year commencing Ist July. 

+ The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 


_ 
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XII.—Foreicn TRADE or BritisH INpIA. 


Imports INTO British INDIA FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


‘lwo months, Ist April 
to 3lst May. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... ... 1,32,161 1,66,945 34,784 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar .., 49,15,507 46,51,801 2,63,706 
Other articles... ... 69,20,877 80,89,252 11,68,375 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware)... 23,90,940 27,01,829 3,10,889 o2 
Metals... (89,88,781 82,05,914 732,827 
Machinery and millwork ... 44,04,792 51,67,308 7,62,516 a 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) 30,30,390 62,44,424 32,14,034 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and tan- 
ning materials ., 28,95,223 33,79,072 4,83,849 
V.—Oils 
| 
| 
Mineral 56,62,473 59,12,691 2,50,218 
Other oils 5,42,490 4,43,121 ” 99,369 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 36,07,363 58,09,308 22,01,945 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn... 49,21,435 45,93,767_ 3,27,068 
Cotton piece goods ... 3,91,83,480 4,91,60,395 99,76,915 a 
Other articles x 1,51,73,104 | 1,84,64,935 32,91,831 aA 
Total of all Imports ... | 10,27,18,966 | 12,29,90,762 2,02,71,796 
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XII.—ForeIGN TRADE OF BritisH InDIA—continued. 


Exports OF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BnritIsH 
InpDIA TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Two months, Ist April 
to 3lst May. 
I D 
1898, | 1899, 
R R | R R 
I.—Animals, living .. 2,21,529 2,18,737 | 2,792 
| 
II.—Articles of food and drink— | 
Rice... | 8,14,29,255 2,44,70,393 | 69,58,862 
| 
Wheat ... aos 3,95,02,517 1,11,18,407 aos 2,83,84,110 
Other articles... ... 74,88,388 1,27,27,232 52,388,844 
IiT.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 2,01,778 5,09,626 3,07,853 
Iv.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium ... ooo 78,19,721 1,19,78,565 41,58,844 
28,45,076 23,08,208 5,836,868 
Other articles... 22,94,784 26,35,525 3,10,741 
V.—Oils... 14,24,133 16,37,020 2,12,887 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
articles— 
Other articles... ... | 1,68,40,820 1,83,07,453 14,66,633 
ViJ.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn ... | 1,09,34,128 1,18,18,583 8,84,455 
Cotton piece goods... ... 14,10,221 17,46,407 3,36,186 
Other articles... ... ... 1,71,29,752 1,76,24,699 5,01,£57 
Total of all Exports ... | 19,88,55,295 | 17,95,17,829 oes 1,93,37,466 
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XXIX.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2198 Trans-Caucasus (Agriculture—1898) ... 1d. 
2199 France 1897 ich 2d. 
2200 Brazil (Finances in 1898)... ooo | 
2201 Denmark (1897) 4d. 
2202 Khorassan__... (1897-98) 1d. 
2203 Jeddah and Hodeidah ... (1897) oes ee | 1). 
2204 Naples and Southern Italy (1898) ove see 2d. 
2205 Hawaiian Islands (1897) | 
2206 New Orleans ... ae (1898) en “ou 2d. 
2207 Servia “ae (1897-8) 
2208 Yucatan (1898) ld. 
2209 Havre dae | 24d. 
2210 Texas «| 2hd. 
2211 | Ancona 3d. 
2214 Patras | 1d. 
2215 | Ningpo 1d. 
2217 Jerusalem and Jafia ld. 
2219 Argentine Republic... 2d. 
2221 Mozambique and Quilimane ld. 
2222 Cherbourg... 2d. 
2224 ‘La Rochelle ... ( ” ) . 1}d, 
2225 ‘The Pireus... 2d. 
2226 ‘Poland and Lithuania ... 4hd. 
2228 | Pakhoi one C » ) ld, 
2229 | Panama 13d. 
2234 Calais 2d. 
2235 Lourenco Marques 2d. 
2237 Baltimore... 24d. 
2238 Swatow wee 1d. 
2241 Leghorn 3 2 1d. 
2243 Foochow 1d. 
2244 Curacoa one ia 2d. 
2245 Spain as Cw. 3d. 
2246 | Guayaquil... Se 1d. 


| 
| 
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List oF DipLomatic anp ConsuLaR RePorTs—ANNUAL 


SERIES.—continued. 
Place. Price, i 
2248 Wuchow (1898) 6d. 
2249 Chungking ... Cad 14d. 
q 2252 Cyclades eee eee i ” ) ee ld. 
2253 Java... = | Lhd. 
2255 Odessa ave ) 24d. 
2256 New York... ood | 
2257 Galveston (1899) oat ld 
2258 Shashih (1898) 1d. 
2260 | Ispahan (1897-98-99) 
2261 Sardinia aS, (1898) ld. 
2263 Hamburg 4d, 
2264 Batoum 2d. 
2265 Taganrog 24d. 
2266 Amsterdam . ld. i 
2267 Tonga C > id. 
2268 | Genoa C » ) 
2269 Tonian Isles ... 2d. 
2271 Switzerland ... (1897-98) 128, 
2272 | Baden (1898) 
2276 Saigon’ ate PE 
2280 Ichang (1898) 1d, 
2283 Nice ... (1898) oot] rad, 
2284 Rio de Janeiro ooo coe | 
2286 Beirut and Syria (1898) os] 
2289 | Malaga C» ) 
2290 Yokohama ... sts oe | 
2291 Azerbaijan... she (1898-99) ld, 
2292 Congo (Returns, 1898) 1d, 
2293 Society Islands (1898) ld. 
2295 Oregon, Idaho and Washington | 
‘2297 | Hakodate... C») a. 
2298 | Peru... abs C») 23d. 
2299 Norway ) 3d, 
2300 | New Caledonia at CC») 4 1d. 
2301 Denmark C») 23d. 
2304 | Corea Cis) oe 
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List oF DiPLoMATIC AND ConsuULAR REPoRTS—ANNUAL 


SERIES.—continued. 

f No. Place. Price. 

q 

2307 Chefoo (1898) 3d. i 

2310 Fiume 6:45) ld. 

2313 Santo Domingo - ial 3d. 
2314 Boston . ade we | 24d, 
2315 Venezuela... Cie |. 23d. 
2317 and Sweden sis oe | 2d. 

2318 Shanghai eee 1d. 
2319 Philippine Islands 13d. 
2320 Austria-Hungary ‘ 2d. 
2321 | Belgium~ we | 
2322 Bornes and Sarawak... 1d. 
2323 Dar-al-Baida ... (1897-98) aba oo | 
2324 | Canton ... (1898) 1d. 
2325 | Chinkiang ... 1d. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


487° | ' Germany.—Recport on Local Government and Finance in 


Prussia... 14d, 
488 Italy.—Report on the Mother-of-Pearl "Industry on the 
Calabrian Coast 4d. 
489 Germany.—Report on the British and Westphalian Coal 
Trade at Hamburg in 1898 . ane 4d, 


490 Germany.—Report on the Development of Commercial, 
Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in Germany, 
1871 to 1898 ia 34d. 
491 Belgium.—Report on Commercial Education in Belgium sae 4d, 
492 France.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 


of Newfoundland and off Iceland _... 1d, 
{ 493 Brazil—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan- 
cial Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 
Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 
Finances of Rio Grande do Sul 4id, 


494 Brazil.—Keport on a Journey to the ‘Diamond Fields of 
Minas Geraesand Remarks on the Province of MinasGeraes| 2d. 


495 Denmark.—Report on Commercial Education in Denmark... | 1d. 
496 Switzerland.—Report on Commercial Education in Switzer- 
land ove ove | 2d. 


497 Germany. — Report on Brown Coal Mining in the Rhineland.| 1d. 
498 fetherlands.—Report on Commercial Education in the 
Netherlands 4d. 
499 Italy.—Suggestions for the Development of British Trade 
with Italy oe see coo] 


| 
‘ 
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‘List oF DipLomatic AND CoNsuLAR REPORTS—MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES.—continued. 


Austria-Hungary.—Report on Commercial Education i 
Austria... ove ons 
France.—Report on Commercial Education in France 
Japan.—Report on Commercial Education in Japan 
Italy.—Report on Commercial Education in Italy 
United States.—Report on Commercial Education in U.S. 
France.—Report on Agricultural Education in France 
Italy.—Exhibition at Turin in 1898 Bhs. 
. United States.—Coal Mining in State of illinois for 1898 ... 
Sweden and Norway.—Report on Commercial Education in 


XXX.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her yaa Colonial Possessions 
have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E2C. :— 


Place. 


Basuto Land . 
Newfoundland 
Cocos—Keeling and Christmas Islands ‘ 
British New Guinea... 
Jamaica 
Barbados 
Falkland Islands 


| Price, 
| No. 
| 1}d. 
23d. 
302 ld. 
502 M4. 
503 la. 
508 
| 508 hd. 
| 307 ld. 
507 
| 1d. 
| | Price. 
No. | | 
| 
«| 
358 wwe | 43d. 
| 359 
300 we | 24d. 
262 


